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THE DEAD SEA, 



CHAPTER L> 

BAALBEC. 

The ancient Port of Berilt. — It might be restored. — Prepara- 
tions for the Journey. — Loadintr the Mules. — Our Caval- 
cade. — Bashi-BezClks. — First Impressions of Biudbec. — Its 
Situation. — Reasons for believing it to be the Baalath of 
Solomon. — Adverse Opinions. — The great Stones. — Si- 
lence of History respecting them. — The Temples of the 
Sun built by Antoninus Pius. — Description of the Remains 
of the Grand Temple. — The small Temple. — Dimensions. — 
Irregularities. — A ** Fix.** — Notice of the History of Bkal- 
bec under the Arabs. — The Population in their Times. — 
The Tomb of Sala-ed-Din. — Inscription. — Earthquakes and 
Floods. — Present Desolation. 

Berut had anciently a port^ whicb^ though too 
small for the admission of such ships as are now used 
for commerce^ would still be very serviceable if it 

> I am indebted for great part of this chapter to my nephew 
and companion, the Rev. C. Deacon, M.A It appeared in 
Bentley*8 Miscellany, April, 1S52. 
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were in good order ; but the pier which formed it 
is now so utterly destroyed, that it has become a 
pernicious reef of rocks, over which the waves beat 
into the former harbour, and dash over the very 
narrow and inconvenient landing-place, or quay. 
That reef of rocks might very easily be again con- 
verted into a protecting pier, so that the cargoes 
of ships lying in the roads could be landed or em- 
barked with smooth water. As it is, the porters are 
frequently obliged to wade far out with sacks of 
com on their heads, or whatever else they may have 
to discharge. Its restoration would be a great saving 
of time and property ; but such economy is not yet 
understood or dreamt of in the East. 

The night after our arrival a sudden squall of 
wind, to which the coast of Syria is very liable 
at this time of the year, put all the boatmen in 
commotion to save their craft from destruction, 
by dragging them up on the shore. There was so 
much noise and confusion all night, under our 
windows overlooking the harbour, that I expected in 
the morning to have seen many wrecks of vessels 
and bodies of drowned men on the beach. The 
ships in the roads had dragged their anchors. 

We immediately commenced preparations for a 
journey over the mountains. The first thing was to 
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engage a dragoman ; and it was no easy matter to 
choose among the many smooth-tongued^ plausible 
fellows^ who all came with the best of characters. 

Four gentlemen ^ who had been our shipmates 
from Rhodes had brought one of these indispensa- 
ble persons with them from Constantinople. They 
were therefore able to secure horses and mules 
sooner than we could, and they speedily started for 
the Cedars; those celebrated old trees, the last 
representatives of the primeval forests of Lebanon. 

The season was so far advanced, that only two 
days afterwards, when we were able to leave Beriit, 
the rain which had just fallen, was snow in the 
mountains, and rendered the place where these ve- 
nerable trees are situated inaccessible. We hoped 
to be more fortunate in the spring. 

Thursday y I4:th November, We were ready to com- 

* These were Messrs. Scott and Gordon, our countrymen, 
and MM. Pierre and Louis Calmeyn, two young Belgians, 
brothers. We met at the ruins of Baalbec, after they had 
visited the Cedars, and again at Damascus ; from whence we 
travelled in company, with separate establishments, through 
Syria and Palestine, and across the desert to Cairo. The two 
Belgians then joined us in a delightful voyage up the Nile. 

It never has been my lot, and I think it must have been rare 
with any travellers, to meet accidentally with four individuals 
so thoroughly desirable as travelling companions. I parted 
from them with feelings of sincere esteem, which I should be 
proud to consider as reciprocated. 

B 8 
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mence our journey under the guidance of Michele, 
a Syrian dragoman^ who spoke Turkish, Greek, 
French, Italian, and English fluently, with a little 
German, besides his own language, Arabic. We en- 
gaged to pay him thirty-five shillings per day for the 
two ; which, with the difference of exchange, arbi- 
trarily fixed at Damascus and Jerusalem, together 
with the return fare from Cairo, the bakshish to the 
*' Sheikh of the Desert " in going to the Dead Sea, 
and other little expenses, made it amount to about 
one guinea a day for each of us. For this he was 
to provide everything except wine, spirits, and 
beer. It was not more than had been paid by other 
travellers, as it appeared from agreements and 
vouchers produced by said Michele; but much more 
than our new companions paid, as we afterwards 
found ; and I am sorry to say we were not quite so 
well served. 

The first day's start is always a long and a trouble- 
some affair ; rendered still more so by the very small 
space on the narrow quay in front of the hotel, 
where all loading and adjusting the packages of the 
mules, &c, had to be done, to the great inconvenience 
of the boatmen, &c., for whose more legitimate uses 
the quay was intended, besides the obstruction we 
made to passengers. Yet no one grumbled, though 
many were looking on, and doubtless expressed some 
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opinions. How would sucli a thing be tolerated in 
England ? Verily there seems to be more power of 
doing as one pleases in a despotic than in a free coun- 
try. At all events, in the East the natives are very 
forbearing to the overbearing manner of Englishmen ; 
especially of those on their first essay in travelling, 
hot with an overweening conviction of the superi- 
ority of everything English in general, and of their 
own importance in particular. 

Our cavalcade consisted of four horses, for our 
two selves, Michele the dragoman, and a Greek 
cook; the last perched on a pile of light luggage. 
These horses were very good, as Michele proposed 
to sell them at Cairo ; and we rode them all the way 
tlirough the Desert, in preference to camels. For 
our tents, cooking apparatus, &c., there were three 
mules with as many muleteers, or mukri. There 
was also a swarthy Arab groom, who, with the in- 
ferior muleteers, was on foot, while the head mukri 
rode on a little donkey. 

The quay was cleared of our incumbrance by 
nine o'clock, and the commerce of the town re- 
sumed its course, while we pursued our journey up 
the side of Mount Lebanon.' 

^ The route we are about to travel has been so often de- 
scribed, that the reader is doubtless well acquainted with it. 

B 3 
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We crossed the range by the Zahle pass, between 
the high peaks of Sannin and El Khannisi. From 
this elevation we had a fine view over the plain of 
the Bek&a (the Vega), backed by the lofty Gibel 
esh Sheikh, the Hermon of the Holy Scriptures, 
which rises to the height of 10,000 feet above the 
Mediterranean. It had a capping of 5000 feet of 
snow. 

The dreary ride along the vast and very fertile, 
but nearly neglected, valley of the Bekda, was only 
enlivened by a troop of about 100 Bashi-Beziiks, or 
mounted volunteers, who act as police, armed chiefly 
with lances. They advanced in an irregular line, 
the chief in the centre, surrounded by his staff, and 
preceded by a man with a pair of small kettle- 
drums, which he did not spare. We were walking 
and leading our horses, — an undignified manner to 
be caught in, — so we hastily mounted, and rode 
up to the chief, who very gracefully returned our 
salute. It was an amusing and a novel scene ; 
rendered more so by the apparent want of disci- 
pline, especially shown in the wild disorder of 
the flanks, from which, every now and then, two 

I therefore spare him my details, except in the "ups and 
downs** of it, for which I refer him to Chap X., on Eleyations 
taken with the Aneroid Barometer. 
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or three horsemen darted out in pursuit of another^ 
contrasting with the slow and grave advance of 
the centre. There was, however, a covering party 
of eight or ten horsemen on the right flank, to- 
wards the moimtains. 

There was no other object to attract our attention 
until within half an hour's journey from B^bec ; 
when we stopped to examine what has been called 
a temple. It is a group of eight ancient red granite 
columns, rudely put together to form a sort of octa- 
gonal building, with an entablature of stones roughly 
squared. 

The columns are fragments of shafts, but of equal 
length, placed on the natural earth, without bases. 
They are mostly inverted, and the astragal forms 
the only capital, which has been called Doric, or 
" resembling Doric" To the south-east, as I have 
it in my notes, and to the best of my recollection, is a 
small niche hollowed in an upright stone ; not on the 
north'tcest side, as Burckhardt has said. This I ima- 
gine to be a proof that the building was intended 
for a mosque, of which the niche is the Kibla. The 
roof has fallen, and several of the beautiful columns, 
which were doubtless purloined from the temple of 
Bdalbcc, are out of the perpendicular. The whole 
bears such evident marks of having been placed 

B 4 
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there by ruder hands than those which fashioned the 
shafts^ that I am surprised that the accurate Burck- 
hardt should appear to consider it to be ancient and 
have looked for inscriptions. 

Whether from my expectations having been raised 
too highly, or from reaction, I cannot say ; but the 
first appearance of the far-famed temple of the Sun 
did not seem to justify the enthusiasm that has been 
bestowed on it by travellers. But an examination 
of it in its details will prove it to surpass all praise. 
It is astonishing that such a monument should be 
enveloped in mystery, no ancient authors having 
mentioned its origin or early history.^ 

Of the numerous cities which flourished in the 
beautiful region first inhabited by the human race, 
where then the ferment of passions was rife with vir- 
tues, vices, glories, revolutions, and decay, though all 
is now so silent in desolation — some present a curious 
contrast in the aspect they assume, for the teaching 
of posterity. Their historical traces are in inverse 
ratio to the actual remains of their monumental 

^ We found encamped among the ruins a rerj agreeable 
American family, Mr. and Mrs. Barton, and daughter, of Phila- 
delphia. Thej had been fellow-passengers in the steamer from 
Rhodes, and we frequently met them on our journey, when it 
was gratifying to renew the intercourse with persons of such 
cultivated minds. 
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splendour. Memphis, Nineveh, Babylon, Sidon, 
Tyre, &c., are bright in the pages of history, though 
their utter destruction has fulfilled the denunciations 
of Sacred Writ. While others almost, or entirely, 
'^ unknown to fame," have left silent testimonials of 
their magnificence, which in parts look as fresh as if 
really chiselled for eternity. Thus Tadmor " of the 
Desert," though retaining the name given to it by its 
founder Solomon, in history only flashes forth during 
a short-lived zenith, under the name of Palmyra, 
when it almost rivalled Rome, and then sank as 
speedily into oblivion.^ 

Thus, also, with the very ancient city of B^lbec ; 
its different stages in prosperity and decay are 
utterly unknown to us: but the present state of 
both these cities, attesting their former beauty and 

^ Wood thinks it probable that the character of Solomon, as 
a wise and voluptuous prince, may have given rise to an 
opinion that he was the founder, which, with regard to Bkalbec 
at least, seems to have scarcely any other foundation, whatever 
claim Palmyra may have. Though he seems inclined, in 
other passages, to attribute the work to Solomon, he speaks 
slightingly of it in the following remark on the three stones : — 

** All travellers have taken notice of these stones ; some, 
indeed, of scarce anything else : nor is it surprising that, afler 
the decline of taste, when more attention was paid to mere 
magnitude than beauty, this temple should be chiefly noted for 
the largest stones which perhaps were ever employed in any 
building.** — Wood^s Ruins of Palmyra arid Baalbec^ p. 64. 
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extent^ sheds a halo over the past^ tinged with 
mystery, which strikes the mind with a feeling 
nearly akin to awe^ and cannot fail to afford subjects 
for deep meditation, causing every visitor to regret 
the little time that is usually devoted to them. 
This having been the case with the majority of 
travellers since the time of Wood and Dawkins, but 
little as yet is known of this very interesting city ; 
and it seems therefore a sort of duty that every one 
should add his gleanings, scanty though they be, 
to the general stock of information. 

Ba&lbec is situated at the head of the remarkable 
valley, running between the two mountain ranges of 
Libanus and Antilibanus, anciently Coelo-Syria, now 
called the Bek&a, which, though its rise is almost 
imperceptible from its uniformity, attains an eleva- 
tion at B^bec of between three and four thousand 
feet The highest part of the range of Lebanon, 
called by the Arabs Gibel Libnan, is distant about 
twenty miles, and bears about north-north-west. 
The valley is watered by the Leitani (anciently the 
Leontes), which has its rise just above the town, 
and at its birth even, is a considerable stream. A 
remarkable feature in this basin is, that it is divided 
by a very slight elevation from that of the River 
Orontes, which flows in an opposite direction, to the 
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north. Both of these streams resemble the Jordan 
in the rapidity of their current and the great fall in 
proportion to their length of course. 

From its position^ whether in a military or a com- 
mercial point of yiew^ Baalbec must have risen early 
to wealth and distinction. 

Many writers have supposed that the town called 
Baalath; in the historical books of the Old Testa- 
ment^ is the Baalbec to which we refer^ and^ it would 
seem, with reason. We read that " Solomon built 
Baalath, and Tadmor in the Wilderness, in the land " 
(1 Kings, ix. 18.) ; "and Solomon built Tadmor in 
the Wilderness, and all the store-cities, which he 
built in Hamath, and Baalath, and all the store- 
cities, that Solomon had, and all that Solomon 
desired to build in Jerusalem, and in Lebanon, and 
throughout all the land of his dominion " (2 Chron. 
viii. 4. 6; also 2 Chron. ix. 17. 20.). From these 
passages we may infer, both etymologically and 
geographically, that Baalath and Baalbec are iden- 
tical. Sacred Writ informs us that Solomon in his 
old age forsook the worship of the true God, and 
followed the idolatrous rites of other nations. What 
can be more probable than that Baal was among his 
idols ? 

It has been frequently shown that Baal, or Bel, a 
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generic name for the deity of those countries, yet more 
particulariy signifies the Sun, the earliest object of 
idolatrous worship among Eastern nations ; and that 
the Sun was worshipped in Syria, we further know ^ 
from the fact that the Greeks changed the ancient 
name of Baalbec into Heliopolis, the city of the 
Sun ; also that the celebrated temple in Palmyra was 
dedicated to the Sun. 

The evidence derived from its geographical posi- 
tion is very important, as associated with Hamath 
in the preceding quotations. This town corre- 
sponds with the modem Hamah, lying to the north, 
while the mention of Lebanon clearly identifies 
Baalath with some place in the vicinity of these 
mountains. 

Another very important argument that would lead 
us to the same conclusion, is the usual preservation 
of ancient names by modern inhabitants. Thus, the 
land of Egypt is called in Scripture Mizraim, — and 
El Mesr is the name given by the modern Egyptians 
to Cairo, their capital. Palmyra, the city of palm- 
trees, was the appellation used by the Greeks for 
the scriptural Tadmor of the Desert : it is now again 
known by its more ancient name, — the Arabs call 
it Tedmor. We have also the Hamath of Solomon 
changed to the Emesa of the Greeks, and restored 
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in the Hamah of the Arabs: such also was the 
opinion of Dr. Richardson. 

Thus it appears to me that scriptural allusions^ 
geographical position, etymology, and tradition, con- 
cur in fixing the identity of Baalath with Baalbec. 
The Arabs believe that Baalbec was built by Soly- 
man Ebn Daoud, or Solomon, the son of David, who 
employed the agency of genii. While, however, 
the traditions of this unchanged and unchanging 
race, though disfigured by absurdities, are entitled 
to consideration, they can refer only to the most 
ancient portion ; since the most casual observer 
could not fail to see that this immense group of 
ruins, as various in form as in purpose, has been the 
work of several periods. 

Bonomi, however, does not ascribe the temple to 
Solomon ; he says, " Tradition tells us that the city of 
Baalbec, near Damascus, was ornamented with a tem- 
ple to the sun by a king of Assyria who held Syria 
and was friendly to Egypt, from which country he 
was willing to copy his customs and religion. In 
Egyptian Heliopolis he found a god so like his own, 
that he copied his statue for his own temple in Syria.' 
The city received an Egyptian name, Balbec, the 

1 Macrobius, lib. i. 23. 
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city of Baaly from Bahi^ the Egyptian for city ; and 
was by the Greeks afterwards called Heliopolis^ 
when the later temple was there built. The builder 
of this earlier temple can be no other than Tiglath 
Pileser." {BonomCs Nineveh, p. 79.) 

Macrobius says^ in the city called Heliopolis the 
Assyrians worship the sun with great pomp, under 
the name of Heliopolitan Jove ; and that the statue 
of this god was brought from a city in Egypt, also 
called Heliopolis, when Senemur or Senepos, ruled 
over the Egyptians, by Opias, ambassador from 
Delebor, king of the Assyrians, together with some 
Egyptian priests, of whom Partemetis was the chief; 
and that it remained long among the Assyrians 
before it was removed to Heliopolis. (Wood's 
Baalbecy p. 59.) 

The principal feature distinguishing these re- 
midns from all others, of every age and people, 
b the enormous magnitude of the stones that form 
the basement wall, on the northern and western sides 
of the substructure of the great Temple. These 
stones were first noticed in modem times by Maun- 
drell in his work entitled " A Journey from Aleppo 
to Jerusalem." His words are (p. 137.), " Here 
is another curiosity of this place, which a man had 
need be well assured of his credit, before he ventures 
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to relate, lest he should be thought to strain the 
privilege of a traveller too far. 

'^ That which I mean is a large piece of the old 
wall or Peribolus, which encompassed all these 
structures last described. A wall made of such 
monstrous great stones, that the nations hereabouts 
(as is usual in all things of this strange nature) 
ascribe it to the Architecture of the Devil. Three 
of the stones, which were larger than the rest, we 
took the pains to measure, and found them to extend 
sixty-one yards in length ; one twenty-one, the other 
two, twenty each. In deepness they were four yards 
each, and in breadth of the same dimensions. These 
three stones lay in one and the same row, end to 
end. 

" The rest of the wall was formed also of great 
stones, but none of so great a magnitude as these. 
That which added to the wonder was, that these 
stones were lifted up into the wall more than twenty 
feet from the ground." 

These measurements are rather understated. We 
measured them carefully, and found that two of them 
are a little above sixty-three feet each, and the third 
above sixty-two feet in length. These, again, rest 
on another tier of stones, averaging more than tliirty 
feet in length, while they equal in depth those 



16 THE DEAD SEA, ETC. 

above them. When we contemplate masses such as 
these, lying in a wall at so great a height from the 
ground, we wonder what power could have been 
applied to transport blocks, weighing about 1200 
tons, from the quarry, a distance of more than 
half a mile, to their present resting-place ; but their 
means were doubtless the same as those which 
were employed by the Assyrians to move their 
winged bulls, though they are very small, when 
compared with the stones of Bilalbec. The three 
most remarkable for size lie in the western wall of 
the temple basement, and extend nearly to the north- 
western angle; while those of the lower tier, turn and 
continue along the northern side for a distance of 313 
feet ; but are separated from the present northern wall 
of the temple area by a court or corridor, twenty-six 
feet wide, and in length nearly equal to that of the 
outer wall. The stones comprising it are none less 
than thirty feet long, while their average height is 
twelve feet, and their thickness ten. 

At the southern extremity of the western (ancient) 
wall, the last stone in the lower tier projects beyond 
the great stone above it, half of its length, or 
fifteen feet, and might be supposed to form the 
angle, where another great stone (perhaps the one 
in the quarry) was intended to have been placed. 
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The eastern extremity of the northern wall is crossed 
by the more modem building, here running at right 
angles to its original direction; but whether built 
over the ancient work, or forming its termination, it 
is difficult to say, though the former is the most pro- 
bable supposition ; and if excavations were made in 
the direction of this supposed continuation, and at 
the point before mentioned, it is not at all improbable 
that they might lead to some interesting discoveries. 

The difference of level between the platform of 
the temple, and the upper surface of the great stones, 
is not much less than twenty feet of rubbish. 

These are all the remains of the first period of the 
architectural history of BiUilbec; except a similar 
stone, of larger dimensions than those in the wall, 
lying in the quarry unfinished, the under side not 
having been detached from the rock ; its measure- 
ments (made in a first visit, and confirmed in a second) 
are, sixty-eight feet ten inches, thirteen feet eight 
inches, and fourteen feet ihree inches. Who, then, 
could have carried on works on such a gigantic scale 
but the Great Eling, who excelled all the kings of 
the earth in wisdom and knowledge, and who is said 
to have prepared '^ great stones, costly stones, and 
hewed stones ? " * 

' 1 Kings, xvii. 
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In contemplating these few vestiges^ we are 
naturallj led to wonder whether the stupendous 
fabric of which they would have formed a part was 
ever completed according to the original scale ; but 
as it is not easy to believe that either time> or the 
brief fury of man, could cause the entire disappear- 
ance of such enormous masses, it would be reasonable 
to conjecture that the design was found to be too vast 
for the funds, or that the works had been stopped by 
some local cause, as an invasion ; and, in support of 
this, we read, that when Solomon followed strange 
gods, the Lord raised him up enemies on every 
side, and among them Rezon, king of Damascus, 
who " was an adversary to Israel all the days of 
Solomon; and he abhorred Israel, and reigned over 
Syria." ' 

Now Baalath being an important post, and not far 
from Damascus, we may readily believe that it would 
be one of the first cities attacked by Rezon and the 
Syrians ; this might have caused a suspension, or a 
total cessation of the works, which is corroborated by 
the large unfinished stone in the quarry. 

On the mounds formed by the ruins of this vast 
structure another arose to excite the wonder of the 

^ 1 Kings, xi. 25. 
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world; and possibly derived its name from the 
gigantic remains of its predecessor.^ 

" This same Theodosius destroyed the temple 
of Heliopolis, the great and renowned^ called the 
Trilithon^ and made of it a church for the Chris- 
tians." 

It is thus noticed by John of Antioch^ commonly 
called Malalas> in the eleventh book of his Chroni- 
cles: " Elius Antoninus Pius built a great temple 
to Jupiter in Heliopolis^ near Libanus^ in Phoenicia^ 
which was one of the wonders of the world."^ This 
testimony of John of Antioch is corroborated by 
an inscription on the pedestab of two colunms^ at 
the entrance leading to the courts of the great 
temple. They are raised about thirty feet from the 
ground^ and^ as the letters are small and narrow^ 
there was considerable difficulty in obtaining a 
copy ; but on comparing it with that given in Wood 
and Dawkins' work, I find they agree in every 

^ KariXv<rc Si cm to Upbv 'E\tovw6\tfa^ to fiiya, Kal irtp£6fiT0v^ 
TO Xiyoiiiuov TpiXiQov Kai firocf|<rcv avro JicicXi}<rJav Xpi<nriavo(£. 
— Jaamis MaldUt Chron. p. 119. fol. Yen. 1733. 

' 'HXcoc 'Avrwvivoc 11(0^ Iktuiiv iv *HXioinrdX(c njc ^^oiv^ciyc tov 
Aitdyov vaov Ttf Ati likyavy t^a cat avTov ovra f wv ^lafidTutv. 

^ Magnis Diis Heliopolitanis pro salute AntODini Pii FeL 
Aug. et Juliae Augustas Matris Domini Mostri castrorum sena- 
tus Patriae. — Victor iis columnarum dum erant in muro inlu* 
miiiata tut pecaniA ex voto libenti auimo solyit.** 

2 
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particular^ except that, a hundred years ago, it is 
probable the letters were not quite so much defaced 
as now. The names of the Emperor Antoninus 
Pius and of his mother Julia are inscribed in itj 
with a record that he built, or embellished, it 
at his own expense. 

We have now the remains of two magnificent 
edifices, of which the smaller is in the better state 
of preservation. 

At the eastern end of the grand temple, a flight 
of steps led to a handsome vestibule, flanked at 
either end by a high square tower, ornamented by 
Corinthian pilasters. The steps have disappeared, 
and a wall, composed of ancient stones, irregularly 
arranged, and probably built up by the Arabs from 
some former ruin, now occupies their place. The 
entrance from the vestibule into the first court is by 
a prindpal and two side portals ; the length of the 
court, hexagonal in form, is 190 feet, and its width 
266 feet. Beyond this you enter the second quad- 
rangular court, 440 feet wide by 405, profusely 
ornamented ; which must have presented in ancient 
times a very magnificent appearance. The two oppo- 
site sides correspond, and have each five recesses ; 
three of an oblong form, and two semicircular ; the 
niches, with which they are all provided, having al- 
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tcrnately triangular and semicircular pediments. On 
the left side^ and in a line with the front of the 
recesses^ are fragments of the bases and shafts of 
red granite columns^ highly polished; they would 
have formed a handsome colonnade ; and although 
there are no such remains on the opposite side 
of the court, yet as they are symmetrical in every- 
thing else, they must have also corresponded in 
this. 

About sixty feet from the entrance to this court, 
and extending opposite to it for some distance either 
way, is a kind of platform of masonry ; and beyond, 
are detached masses of stone at regular intervals, 
forming a species of avenue, or nave, leading up to 
the portico of the grand temple ; they might have 
been pedestals for equestrian statues, as they are 
oblong in form. The avenue terminates in a building 
containing a large semicircular recess turned towards 
the entrance, and leading (probably by a flight of 
steps) to the portals of the grand temple — perhaps 
one of the most glorious edifices ever erected by the 
heathen world. Only six columns remain ; but so 
beautiful are their proportions, so rich the carvings 
of the capital, the entablature, and cornice, that 
they rivet our admiration. On the northern side, all 
the bases of the columns remain either in situ^ or 

3 
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have been replaced ; there were nineteen in tlie peri- 
style^ and ten in the portico. 

The length of the temple is 290 feet^ and its 
breadth 155; the total height to the top of the 
cornice 82 feet 4 inches^ of which the shaft itself is 
54 feet 6 inches, and is in three pieces, their 
lengths being respectively 25 feet, 17 feet 6 inches, 
and 12 feet, the pedestal 7 feet 6 inches, and the 
capital 7 feet in height ; the shaft is not fluted, but 
the want of ornament here is counterbalanced by the 
richness of the parts above. The stone is a compact 
Kmestone, approaching to marble. Time and weather, 
without wearing it away, have heightened the 
original delicate tint to a rich golden brown, which, 
when lighted up by the rays of the rising or setting 
sun, renders the whole effect unspeakably glorious. 

As before said, only six columns remain ; and as 
nine are represented in the engravings given by 
Maundrell, and Wood and Dawkins, even since 
their time, this splendid edifice has suffered by an 
earthquake, or by the insidious attacks of the 
Arabs, who, to possess themselves of the iron with 
which every two pieces are clamped together, chip 
half of one side of the shaft away, reducing it to 
such a state, that it would require but little force 
to overthrow it. 
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Mr. Wood declared that the great temple was 
never completed^ and there are several reasons that 
would lead to this conclusion ; for Instance^ the bases 
of the columns on the north side are rough and un« 
finished^ very different from the beautiful finish of 
those in the south peristyle ; the fragments strewn 
on the ground^ of columns^ capitals^ cornices^ &c. are 
small in number^ compared with what there would 
have been^ had the temple ever been completed ; so 
that if we could believe that subsequent builders 
had not made more free with the materials of one 
temple than with those of the other, then the quan- 
tity of ruins on the ground would be the relative 
measure of the state of completion. Thus, the 
smaller temple is much more perfect than the larger, 
yet the amount of ruin lying around it is very much 
flRpater. 

That the Mahomedan masters should have taken 
all to build with, is not probable ; for there are no 
large cities in the neighbourhood, and why should 
they have taken the fragments of one, and not of the 
other temple ? 

The smaller temple stands on considerably lower 
ground, a little to the south of the other. Its extreme 
length is 190 feet, and breadth 120 ; fourteen columns 

c 4 
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are in each peristyle, and eight in the porticoes, 
reckoning those at the returning angle in each case. 
The height to the top of the cornice is 68 feet 
6 inches, the shaft itself being about 48 feet high, 
in three pieces; their length are 22 feet, 15 feet, and 
1 1 feet In the principal features, and particularly 
in the character and arrangements of the ornaments, 
(which are in every respect as rich and as beautiful), 
it resembles the great temple, and was perhaps a 
diminished copy of it, or the original conception of 
the architect on a diminished scale. The walls of the 
cella stand entire, and are prolonged a few yards 
beyond the portal, where they are connected by a 
rough wall built across by the Arabs, shutting out a 
view of the entrance, which, in the profusion, ex- 
quisite finish, and variety of sculpture, can hardly 
be surpassed. The portal is thus described bj 
Maundrell : 

*^ On the nethermost side of the portal is carved 
an eagle hovering over the head, as you enter, and 
extending its wings two-thirds of the breadth of the 
gate ; and on each side of the eagle is described a 
Fame, likewise upon the wing. The eagle carries 
in its pounces a caducous, and in its beak the 
strings and ribbons coming from two festoons, whose 
other ends are held and supported on each side by 
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the two Fames. The whole seemed to be an admir- 
able piece of sculpture.'* 

The gate is spanned by three stones, whose under 
surfaces are sculptured in the manner just described 
by Maundrell; but since his time, an earthquake 
has displaced the central one in such a manner, that 
it has slipped down between the other two, as 
much as three or four feet, and hangs suspended 
by the pressure of the adjoining stones, seemingly 
ever ready to fall on the head of an unwary tra- 
veller. This architrave over the portal is supported 
on two bold consoles, and all round the sides and 
above, are -festoons of flowers, grapes, and vine 
leaves, with little cupids climbing about, and ears of 
com ; all are admirable representations of nature. 

As the interior of the temple was more perfect in 
Maundrell's time than it is at present, let us again 
refer to his work for a description of it, in order to 
show the progress of dilapidation. After mentioning 
that the interior walls are ornamented with eight 
half-columns fluted, and supporting magnificent 
entablatures and cornices, he proceeds to say: — 
'' About eight yards distant from the upper end of 
the temple stand parts of two fine channeled pillars, 
which seem to have made a partition in that place, 
and to have supported a canopy over the throne of 
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the chief idol^ whose station appears to have been 
at a large niche at this end. On that part of the 
partition which remains are to be seen carvings in 
relievo, representing Neptune, Tritons, fishes, sea 
gods, Arion and his Dolphin, and other marine 
figures. The covering of the fabric is totally broken 
down; but yet this I must say, of the whole as it 
now stands, that it strikes the mind with an air of 
greatness beyond anything I ever saw before, and is 
an eminent proof of the magnificence of the ancient 
architecture." The " partition " has since fallen, 
and none of the sculptures are now to be seen, but 
other parts which remain are amply sufficient to 
justify the praise given by this most accurate writer. 
I have seen " Fair Melrose," the Colosseum, &c., 
which have a prescriptive claim to admiration by 
moonlight ; but they, and all, are infinitely surpassed 
by the exquisite beauty, the magical effect, of the 
interior of this temple, when the full moon is in 
such a position as to bring out in bold relief the 
beautiful columns and niches of the north wall, with 
all the elaborate detail, fresh as if just from the 
chisel ; while the opposite is enveloped in the breadth 
of intense darkness. Thus, it is deeply impressed 
on our minds. 

On either side of the entrance are two stone 
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staircases leading to the top of the building ; that on 
the left broken away, that on the right concealed by 
being built all round, and having no apparent en- 
trance. As we were roaming about the temple by 
moonlight, one of our companions here discovered a 
small hole forced through the wall. By lying flat 
on the ground, he managed with considerable 
difficulty to worm his way through it, when he 
found himself in a small chamber, perfectly dark ; 
after a little groping about, he found a staircase. 
On hearing the result of our companion's ex- 
plorations, some others of the party, laying aside 
their outer coats, followed his example ; of the 
rest, one was satisfied with the report of the dis- 
covery, while the other, having made the attempt^ 
and failing to insinuate himself much beyond the 
shoulders, being '^ in a fix," began to reflect on the 
awkward prospect of being half-immured for the 
rest of his days, prudently made a " stemboard," 
that is, he backed out of it. The staircase ascends 
round the interior of a square tower, and the stones 
of the steps had evidently been trodden by few per- 
sons. On reaching the top, we carefully examined 
the upper tiers of stone of the walls, in order to 
ascertain whether there were any vestiges of a roof, 
but nothing could we find to indicate that there had 
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been one; we, therefore, supposed the temple to 
have been hypsethral.^ Having no other means of 
descending, we returned by the way we came ; but, 
on reaching the bottom of the staircase, we were, 
at first, unable to find the aperture ; which our 
friends, who had been unable to effect a passage^ 
had stopped up with stones and coats. We could 
well afford to join in their laughter, as we had seen 
that which certain weighty considerations had pre- 
vented them from attempting. 

As there was no visible entranlse to this staircase 
but the forced one we discovered, possibly there 
might have been some secret access to the top 
of the building, which the priests would employ to 
aid them in the mysteries and deceptions wherewith 
they sought to enslave the people. 

Burckhardt speaks of a Cufic inscription on the 
side of a staircase, leading to some subterranean 
chambers below the small temple, which the Emir 
had walled up to prevent a search for hidden 
treasures. 

In a building so remarkable for the beauty of 

' Upon consulting the plates of Wood and Dawkins, it will 
be found that in their time parts of the pediment and of the 
roof remained ; which, if correctly drawn, would prove that 
the temple was not hypsthral, as the examination of the roof 
had led us to believe. 
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the architecture, and the richness of the ornamental 
part05 it is curious to find anomalies in the want 
of symmetry in some proportions, which would not 
strike a casual observer. In Grecian temples of the 
best period of architecture, the inter-columniations 
increase and decrease by a fixed rule ; but on 
measuring the spaces between the columns that are 
still standing in this temple, we obtained the 
following results ; beginning from the centre inter- 
colunmiation in the western portico, we have lift. 
2 in.; 8 ft.; 8ft. 1^ in.; 8 ft. 6^ in. ; and in the north 
peristyle 8 ft. 10^ in. ; 8 ft. 9 in.; 8 ft. 11 in. ; 9 ft. 
1 4 in. ; where no rule of increase or decrease is 
observable. Also, on standing at a distance on a 
heap of rubbish adjoining the great temple, we ob- 
served a considerable variation in the heights of the 
capitals that still surmount the columns in the north 
peristyle ; for by drawing an imaginary line through 
the top of any one of the shafts, the others will be 
found sometimes above, sometimes below it ; this 
we corroborated by measuring the height of the 
prostrate capitals. Taking them at random, we found 
t£em to be 6 ft. lOi in. ; 6 ft. 9 in.; 6 ft. 1 in.; 5 ft. 
10 in. ; 6 ft;. ; 6 ft;. 2 in. ; 6 ft;. 4^ in. ; the greatest 
variation being not less than 7^ inches; a very great 
difference, if we consider the exactness which the 
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Greek architects in the age of Pericles showed in 
the corresponding proportions of their buildings. 

The irregularity in the inter-columniations^ the 
unequal heights of the capitals^ and therefore of the 
columns^ together with their nearness to each other 
(their separation averaging less than a diameter 
and a half), are three circumstances which^ independ- 
ently of all other considerations, would lead to a 
supposition that the temples and the adjoining 
buildings were erected at a period when the strict 
rules of architecture were beginning to be super- 
seded by a love of richness in the ornaments, which 
led, step by stepj to the overcharged style of a later 
epoch. 

Of the excellence of the workmanship we have a 
sufficient proof; and the accuracy with which the 
stones are fitted is such, that even a knife edge 
would not enter between them ; and all this is effected 
without cement, an iron plug being the only 
connection between them. Against the southern 
wall of the cella leans a fractured column, probably 
thrown into that position by an earthquake; and 
although the force of the blow has been sufficient 
to displace several blocks in the wall, yet the stones 
that compose the shaft are so firmly united, that 
they seem to form but one piece; and as several 
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centuries have elapsed since it was first dis- 
turbed, ages to come may behold it in the same 
position, were we able to guarantee it against 
earthquakes, and the destructive cupidity of the 
Arabs, who have already contributed to the downfol 
of so many of the columns. 

Probably to the period of the building just 
described belongs a small circular temple, hardly 
200 yards without the wall. 

It is surrounded by a peristyle of eight columns, 
many being perfect, others tottering to their fall, 
the rest prostrate. In the interior walls of the 
cella are some pictures of Greek saints, partly 
obliterated, which show that it was used as a place 
of worship, as Maundrell tells us, in these words : 
" The Greeks use it as a church, — and it would be 
well if the danger of its falling, which perpetually 
threatens, would excite those people to use a little 
more fervour in their prayers than they generally 
do : the Greeks being seemingly the most undevout 
and negligent at their divine service of any sort of 
people in the Christian world." 

The walls of the ancient city joined those sur- 
rounding the temples, ran up the slope along the 
side of the adjoining hill, and down again, including 
in their course a considerable area. After extending 
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for some distance along the plain^ they joined on 
again to the walls above referred to^ which^ with 
the fortifications and adjacent buildings^ formed the 
citadeL 

Beyond what has been already described, there 
is little, of the same date, to interest an anti- 
quary. 

With the exception of the brief notice given by 
John of Antioch, and Sozomen, we find no further 
accounts of B^bec till the time of the conquest of 
Syria, by the Arabs, of which Gibbon thus briefly 
gives us the history. A.D. 632, '^ Abu Bekr sent 
a circular letter to the Arabian tribes, calling them 
to the invasion of Syria. First Bozra was attacked 
and betrayed by the Governor Komanus. They 
then hud siege to Damascus (a.d. 633), which was 
obstinately defended. In the meantime the Em- 
peror Heraclius had assembled 70,000 men at 
Emesa, under the command of his general Yardan. 
The armies met at Aiznadin; the Greeks were 
utterly routed, and the Arabs returned to the siege 
of Damascus, which fell, after an obstinate resist- 
ance, in A«D. 634, about July or August. After 
some irregular exploits, which served to show the 
undaunted valour and fanaticism of Khaled, and to 
strike terror into the Syrians, the conquest of the 
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country was completed by the reduction of Hclio- 
polis^ or B^lbec^ Emesa, and other important 
towns." A great blank in the history of Baalbcc 
again leaves us almost in the dark^ with respect to 
its condition^ until the wars carried on between the 
Franks and the Arabs, called by us the Crusades, 
where Baalbec played a prominent part ; but more 
particularly in the conflicts between the sovereigns 
of the different principalities, into which Syria was 
divided by its Arab conquerors. It is said that 
the Crusaders once held possession of it ; and con- 
tributed not a little to its present state of ruin. 
This is highly probable, for Baalbec must have been 
at all times an important military post, commanding 
the fertile plain of Bekaa, and the upper valley of 
the Orontes, as well as the pass that leads through the 
range of Antilibanus to Damascus. It was there- 
fore in the high road of all armies on their march 
from Antioch and the northern parts of Syria, to the 
central and southern provinces; and, as it would 
have endangered the safety of any army to leave 
such a strong fortress in the hands of a hostile 
|K)wer, we may conclude that it has endured as 
many sieges as Syria has seen changes in her 
masters, and has been alternately Pagan, Chris- 
tian and Mohammedan. Now, as every assault 
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would have materially weakened the fortifications, 
by breaches made in the walls, aided in many cases 
by severe shocks of earthquakes, the ruler for the 
time being, whether Pagan, Christian, or Moham- 
medan, acting on tlie principle of defence of the fcjrt- 
ress, and the preservation of his garrison, would have 
deemed it no sacrilege to lay hands on the abundant 
material supplied by the ruined buildings around him. 
Hence tlie variety in the style of repairs ; and it is 
easy to distinguish these parts from the rest, by the 
irregularity with which the stones are laid, and 
the introduction of pedestals, coliunns, fragments of 
cornices, &c. 

These are principally found in the western and 
southern walls; with towers occasionally at the 
salient points. In the western wall the great quan- 
tity of masonrj' lying above the tiers of large stones 
may be assigned to the period we are now con- 
sidering ; they are sunnountcd by battlements, and 
pierced with loopholes. In the southern wall, at 
the east end of the small temple, is a large square 
tower, built of bevelled stones; in point of fini:?h, 
and the exactness with which they fit together, 
rivalling the more ancient structures ; the walls arc 
not less than eleven or twelve feet thick ; and on 
their exterior may be seen one or two Arabic in- 
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ticriptlonSy giving perhaps the name of the builder 
and the date of its erection. The entrance is oppo- 
site to the east end of the small temple, by a hand- 
some portal, resembling those of some mosques at 
Cairo, and leads, by several passages and staircases, 
to two vaulted chambers in the tower, in which 
are loopholes. 

Within the walls of the town are the ruins of 
many small buildings, with vaulted roofs, that pro- 
bably served as quarters for the soldiers, magazines, 
and storehouses. Here and there may be seen 
tablets, bearing long Arabic inscriptions : a trans- 
hition of them would, doubtless, throw a great 
light on the history of B^bec, under its Saracen 
masters. 

The skill displayed in many parts by Arab 
masons, may be contrasted w^ith the irregularity in 
others, where the defences have been hastily raised, 
and fully bear witness to the many sieges that, as 
Aboulfcda narrates, were sustained by the fortress ; 
and, as a few extracts from this author may prove 
interesting, I select some that bear principally on 
the subject, premising that, as Aboulfeda lived 
when some of the events he describes occurre*d, 
of which also he was an eye-witness, we may place 
the more credit in his statements. 
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The first mention of Baalbec is in the year of the 
He^ra 526, a.d. 1148, and introduces to us the 
quarrels of two brothers, Schams el Moluk Ismael, 
the elder, ruler of Damascus, and Schams el Daula 
Muhammed, the younger, ruler of Baalbec ; which 
provinces were bequeathed to them by their father ; 
not long after whose death they began to quarrel. 
The latter seized upon two castles, Hesn al Bad and 
Hesn al Labural, belonging to his brother. Upon 
Ismael's demanding their restitution, Muhammed 
refused; whereupon his brother attacked and took 
them; and afterwards proceeding to B^lbec, laid 
siege and took it by assault. Having in this 
manner sufficiently pimished Muhammed, he re- 
stored Bdalbec to him, and returned to Damascus. 

In the following passage we have a second 
siege described, and, with the name of Bdalbec, a 
term expressive of the high estimation in which 
it was then held, Emadeddin Zenki marched against 
that renowned city, laudatam urbeniy then in pos- 
session of Morimeddin Ator, and having imme- 
diately arranged the order of the siege, moved up 
fourteen engines to the attack. The rich inha- 
bitants being terrified, surrendered the town, but 
the citadel still held out ; after a time, however, it 
also iCks obliged to yield, a.d. 1173. 
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Towards the close of the twelfth century a ter- 
rible earthquake shook the land^ and overthrew 
Damascus^ Homs^ Hamah, Aleppo^ Bdalbec^ and 
several cities; and we may suppose that the tem- 
ples would also be greatly injured by the earthquake. 
The walls of the town were rebuilt by Malek el 
Adel. In the ensuing year the great Salah-ed- 
deen, or Saladin, is presented to our notice, at- 
tacking and obtaining possession of B&albec, a.d. 
1248, A.H. 626. About this time also Malek-es- 
Salch, the Arab ruler of Bozra, besieged Bdalbcc ; 
the inhabitants resisted bravely ; but, after a siege 
tliat lasted more than a year, the town was obliged 
to surrender, having been governed for forty-nine 
years and six months by Amgad. 

The following anecdote is characteristic of the 
times' and the people. A prince^ named Eiub^ 
being sovereign of Damascus and the adjoining 
country, was collecting an army for the purpose of 
invading Eg}'pt, and had stationed himself at 
Nabliis to facilitate the assembling of the troops ; 
but knowing the character of his uncle, Ismael, the 
ruler of Btlalbec, and fearing that, during his ab- 
sence, he would attack Damascus, from which the 

* A.D. 1307, A.u. G85. 
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greater part of the garrison had been withdrawn to 
increase the invading army, he delayed his de- 
parture; especially as he learned that Ismael was 
also collecting troops. He sent a trustworthy ad- 
herent, a Hakim, to Baalbcc, with instructions to 
gain the favour of Ismael, and ascertain the real 
object the latter had in view in levying an army. 

Eiub was afraid to associate a second person with 
the Hakim in the embassy ; but, as he was anxious 
to obtain the quickest intelligence of the movements 
of his uncle, he sent with his agent a basket of car- 
rier pigeons. Ismael was, however, early informed 
of the ostensible and secret objects of the mission, 
and tliercfore determined on a counterplot. The 
more thoroughly to deceive the Hakim, he received 
and treated him with the greatest courtesy and 
attention, pretending to make him a confidant in 
all his plans. At the same time, he took care to 
have the carrier pigeons brought by the Hakim 
changed for others that had been bom and bred at 
Baalbec. 

When the unsuspecting doctor thought he had 
collected a sufficient mass of information, he wrote a 
letter, and tied it to one of the gentle messengers, 
which had but a short flight to its own home in 
Ismael's palace. This crafty prince then dispatched 
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one of the Nabl^s birds with a letter, written by 
himself, in the Hakim's name, stating that the troops 
he was levying were to reinforce the army about to 
invade Egj-pt. Letter after letter was written by 
the doctor ; but all went to the same destination. In 
the meantime Eiub had been warned by others of 
the real intentions of Ismael ; but such complete 
confidence had he in the abilities and integrity of 
his agent, that he distrusted all information except 
that which he believed the doctor had sent him. 
All suspicions being thus gradually lulled, he com- 
menced his march to the south, but had not been 
gone many days when Ismael suddenly sent one of 
his generals with a body of troops to besiege Da- 
mascus. Couriers were inmiediately dispatched to 
Eiub, who, as soon as he received this intelligence^ 
retraced his steps, but arrived too late — Damascus 
had already fallen. 

About A.D. 1280, A.H. 658, hordes of Tartars in- 
vaded Syria; ])osse8sed themselves of Damascus, and 
pillaged it. They then besieged Biialbec, and after 
a time compelled it to surrender, having ruined 
the fortress. 

In A.D. 1339, A.H. 717, a terrible calamity befell 
Bualbcc : an overwhelming flood, that destroyed 
great part of the town. It has been mentioned, that 

l> 4 
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the Leitani has its copious source at a short distance 
above and behind the hill on the slope of which the 
city is partly built. The river must have been pro- 
digiously swollen by rain and the melting of snow^ 
to have produced the disasters narrated in the 
passage that follows : " On the 27th day of the 
second month that terrible flood took place^ which 
overwhelmed Baalbec. It came from tlie east of 
the city in the afternoon, and for a time was re- 
sisted by the solidity of the walls, but gaining 
strength, it tore from its foundations a tower that 
rose considerably above the walls, together with 
the adjacent bulwarks. It proceeded, dreadful to 
relate, spreading with blind fury, and wherever, it 
went, prostrated everything before it. Breaking 
into the temple (mosque ?), in which many had 
taken refuge, not a few perished in the flood, which 
overthrew the pulpit and part of the walls, and rose 
to the top of the columns. Spreading itself over 
the public baths, multitudes were drowned, great 
riches were lost, houses and bazaars were swept 
away by the all-absorbing element, and neither sex 
nor age was spared." 

Here ends Aboulfeda's account of Baalbec ; but, 
in the many calamities that befell the city, we can- 
not for an instant suppose the temples to have been 
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spared the general ruin. Since this period, B^bec 
must have partly recoyered, for we find it sustaining 
a siege against the celebrated Emir Fakr ed Din ; 
but it was again obliged to surrender. This com- 
pleted its ruin. Pocock bsljs, that "the fortress 
was demolished bj Ferkardine, and mounds of un- 
bumt brick still remain, in some parts, which were 
put up at the breaches, and against the walls, as if 
they were designed to resist the force of cannon.*' 
The same traveller tells us that in his time the town 
contained five thousand inhabitants; it now does 
not contain as many hundreds. No words can de- 
scribe the desolation, increasing yearly, of this once 
proud city. The modern houses arc the most miser- 
able hovels, built of stones piled together so loosely 
that they resemble the heaps of ruins, which on 
every side attract the eye ; and one would think the 
slightest shock of an earthquake would topple them 
all down on the heads of the unfortunate inhabitants. 
The mosques share in the general decay, and as 
they are neglected, so are they deserted. No wan- 
dering Arab is now seen to spread his mat on their 
marble floors ; silence reigns around, broken only 
by the barking of a dog, or the passage of a caravan 
of mules. 

The great mosque consists of two hyp»thral 
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conrts ; in the interior of the second, are three co- 
lonnades, mnning from end to end, and supporting 
elegant pointed arches. The capitals of the columns 
are in the Corinthian style of architecture, and of 
white marble ; but, having been brought from other 
buildings, thev are disproportioned to the size of the 
shafts, that are indifferently of marble, red granite, 
and limestone. At the further end of the court is a 
solitary tomb, adorned with little bits of rag, and 
said by Lord Nugent, in his '' Lands Classical and 
Sacred," to be the tomb of the great Saladin, who, 
history informs us, died in Damascus. There is on 
it an inscription, in ancient Arabic characters, which 
Deacon copied with much difficulty. It has not yet 
been translated^ 

In the first court is a reservoir, with several hand- 
some porphyry columns lying by the side of it. 

The population is almost entirely Mohammedan, 
and of the sect that follows Ali, from whom tlicy 
have derived the name of Mctouali ; hated by all 
orthodox Mussulmen, and persecuted accordingly. 

Bualbec was formerly renowned for the beauty of 
its women, but our i)hilo8ophical researches in this 
interesting department did not justify its former 
character; on the contrary, both men and women 
are a dark, 8usi)iciou8-looking race, turning on the 
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Christian traveller an eye expressive of distrust and 
hatred. Besides the Metouali^ there are about fif- 
teen Greek Catholics^ under the spiritual guidance ot 
one priest^ Padre Bartone, who entertains strangers 
in the Convent, the only decent building in ca^c 
town ; though on our arrival not a soul was to be 
seen, and it was some time before we could get its 
sole occupier to welcome us to his sorry resting- 
place. The chapel attached to the convent is the 
only Christian place of worship now standing in the 
whole of BtUUbec. 

At the Has el Ain, the sources of the Leitani, is a 
ruined mosque, surrounded with meadows fertilised 
by streams, that ever flow abundantly. Nothing can 
be more refreshing than the water, bubbling up as 
transparent as crystal from among the many-coloured 
pebbles : a few willow-trees, the only ones in the 
neighbourhood, flourish on its banks; and in their 
turn nourish large quantities of misseltoe, growing 
in finer branches than I remember to have seen else- 
where. On our return to the convent from these 
living waters, we gazed with admiration on tlic 
ruins, lit up by the rays of tlie setting sun ; tlie 
mountain range, here and there, rising up in snow- 
capped peaks, formed a fitting background to the 
interesting prospect that too soon vanished from 
our view. 
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CHAP. 11. 
JERUSALEM. 

ImpressionB on entering the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. — 
Abominations at Easter. — Doubtful Authenticity of the 
Sites. — Advocates and Opponents. — Primitive Christians. 
— The Features of the City lost by the utter Destruction. — 
Hadrian's Desecration. — The Empress Helena. — The In- 
vention of the Cross. — The Creation of Holy Places. — The 
Progress of Error. — Josephus the only Authority for the 
Walls, — The Pool of Hezekiah. — Lord Nugent*s Account 
of the second Wall examined. — The assumed Course of the 
second Wall disproved by a Section of the City. — The Tower 
of Hippicus. — Herod's Palace. — Probabilities. — Sugges- 
tions. — A Plan for Archaeological Research, and for reno- 
vating the Holy City. 

The great and immediate object of attraction to 
Christian Tisitors in Jerusalem will assuredly be 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre. All bend 
their steps to it without waiting even to take re- 
pose after a fatiguing journey. Impatient excite- 
ment gives fresh vigour. The practised lion- 
hunter forgets hU system, and is hurried on by an 
unwonted enthusiasm to see a place, not only of 
no ordinary interest, but which began to be asso- 
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ciated with his best feelings from the earliest dawn 
of reason. 

His enthusiasm is doomed to much disappoint- 
ment at almost every step. 

The first thing that meets his observation, and 
oiFends his piety, on passing the threshold held so 
sacred, is a party of Turks seated just within the 
door, playing at draughts and smoking. They are 
not noisy, for that is not their habit, nor is their 
conduct otherwise irreverent; but tlu5 pious tra- 
veller is shocked at being told that their presence 
is necessary to prevent the desecration of the holy 
edifice by Christians I For so great is the jealousy 
between the various denominations, that even in 
the temple raised in honour of the Prince of Peace, 
His votaries would otherwise proceed to such mani- 
festations of their enmity, or frantic zeal, in assert- 
ing their peculiar orthodoxy, as might result in 
bloodshed ; and this in honour of Him whose teach- 
ing to mankind was, that they should " love one 
another." 

This takes place especially at Easter, when the 
holy fire is expected, and they are left to themselves 
for awhile by the Turkish troops who had hitherto 
preserved some degree of order ; but who now retire, 
JV8 their presence would be thought to prevent the 
completion of the miracle. 
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It is melancholy to think of the scenes of frenzy 
which then ensue. The Church of the Sepulchre 
is filled with pilgrims, all fighting to get as near as 
possible to the aperture in the tomb, whence the 
fire is to come out. Previously to its appearance, 
some of them rush round the outer circle of the 
crowd, yelling, running, leaping, and shouting, 
" this is the tomb of Jesus Christ," " God save the 
Sultan," ** Jesus has redeemed us." The Bishop 
of Petra (the representative of the patriarch) is 
carried to the chapel of the Sepulchre, and shut in. 
** The church is now one tumultuous sea of heads, 
resounding with a terrific uproar. At last the fire 
comes — a bright flame as of burning wood appears 
inside the Sepulchre. The light, as every educated 
Greek knows and acknowledges, kindled by the 
bishop in the chapel; the light, as every pilgrim 
believes, of the descent of God Himself upon the 
Holy Tomb.* Slowly, gradually, the fire spreads 
from hand to hand, from taper to taper ; till at last 
the entire edifice, from gallery to gallery, as well 
as through the area below, is blazing with thousands 
of burning candles. It is now that the bishop or 
patriarch is carried in triumph out of the chapel on 
the shoulders of the people in a fainting state, to 

' Appendix, G. 2. 
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give the impression of his being overcome by the 
glory of the Ahnighty, from whose presence he is 
supposed to have come." * All the worshippers now 
make a rush for the door^ fighting and struggling 
to get out; lives are sometimes lost^ and in the 
year 1834 several hundred persons were killed.^ 

The shabby, dilapidated interior of the edifice 
cannot but excite disappointment, which is increased 
by the appearance of the slirine itself, the chapel 
of the Holy Sepulchre, an ugly specimen of Kussian 
architecture, said to encase the real cave, which is 
hewn in the solid rock. 

The entrance to it is by a little vestibule orna- 
mented by rich marbles. In it, it is affirmed, is a 
block where the angel was seated when he announced 
" He is not here, but is risen." 

The chamber beyond this, is also cased with 
marble, concealing the rough rock. Here is be- 
lieved to be the tomb itself, covered with a slab of 
alabaster or foreign marble. So that if in truth 
the sepulchre, in which Christ was laid, be really 
in this place, and if it be an object for adoration, 
thousands come yearly from all i)arts of the world, 
and prostrate themselves before it, without seeing 

» Quarterly Review, Sept. 1853, p. 4rtS. 
* Curzoirs Monasteries of the Levant. 
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that which they came to worship. If a doubt 
should cross their minds in seeing the polished and 
variegated marbles, they must take it on the autho- 
rity of their monks that the grave of their Saviour 
is there. They see not that which they came so 
many weary miles to see ; but they are made happy 
with the certificate that their eyes have beheld it.* 

The only time when it has been possible to ve- 
rify the fact of the existence of the caves with any 
degree of credibility, was in the year 1808, when a 
great fire destroyed part of the marble coating, and 
then a part of the rock, it is said, was left uncovered ; 
but hardly enough perhaps to convince sceptics that 
a tomb existed in the part still concealed. As the 
place where Christ was crucified and buried was 
called at the time Golgotha, we might expect to 
find numerous proofs that a cemetery was there ; but, 
with the exception of this doubtful tomb and two 
horizontal excavations, said to have been those of 
Joseph of Arimathea and Nicodemus, but too 
small for any one, there are no traces of the locality 
having been applied to such exclusive purposes. 

About forty-four yards from the chapel of the 
Holy Sepulchre is an object of equal veneration, — 

^ Appendix, G. 3. 
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the so-called mount of Calvary; a rock less than 
twenty feet in height at the present time; but 
in its original state, before the surrounding ground 
was levelled for the pavement of the church, it 
might have been relatively much lower. Here the 
pilgrim must not only be disappointed; but he 
cannot feel otherwise than mocked, when he is 
shown three little holes in the rock, and is gravely 
told that in these were set up the cross of Christ, 
and those of the two malefactors; while it is evi- 
dent that, from their smallness and closeness to each 
other, it is physically impossible that three persons 
could have been crucified on that confined spot of 
ground. 

Then, the very narrow crack in the rock, which 
is shown as the ^^ rocks rent " at the awful moment 
of His giving up the ghost I 

Around the sepulchre, under one roof, and almost 
ranged at regular distances, are some thirty or forty 
Holy Places of minor importance ; but which seem 
to be equally the subject of the pilgrims' adoration. 

In fact, the superstitious believer comes here, 
and gives blind credence to them all. The care- 
less believer, finding such frivolous improbabilities 
oflTered, in conjunction with those which his grati- 
tude and devotion would at least urge upon him to 

VOL. II. E 
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reverence, rejects them all; while the thoughtful 
believer, seeing that successive ages have found 
willing dupes to whatever amount of absurdities 
might be presented to their credulity, sets about 
clearing away the most palpable impostures ; such as 
the pflace where** the soldiers divided the vestments, " 
the place where **the friends stood afar off," the 
stone marking " the centre of the world, " &c &c. 
He strives to ascertain whether the principal mate- 
rials which had figured in the Holy Mystery of his 
Redemption be really so identified as to warrant his 
belief in their authenticity, and to give a sanction 
to that indefinable hold on his feelings which they 
might claim as having been in immediate contact 
with his Redeemer. The amount of this feeling 
will depend on the fervour of individual enthu- 
siasm ; but those who give way to it are in danger 
of merging spiritual into material devotion. I saw 
a Protestant prostrate on the pavement before the 
more than doubtful tomb ; but his mind, it is to 
be hoped, was abstracted from the senseless objects 
around him. 

It is in our nature to have an affectionate regard 
for places and things with which have been asso- 
ciated persons or circumstances deeply interest- 
ing to us ; therefore the Protestants even may 
have regarded the Holy Places with a feeling of 
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strong veneration^ while the belief of their authen- 
ticity remained unquestionecL But when once this is 
shaken^ even by only plausible reasoning, it behoves 
the lover of truth to examine the claims advanced 
for them. As a general principle, one is extremely 
averse to have the names of places altered, which, 
though it may be erroneously, we have connected 
with events of historical interest. Such has fre- 
quently been the fate of the uncertain monuments 
in Rome; in proportion, it seems, to the amount 
of learning brought to bear upon them. Clinging 
to first impressions, and bolstering up our credulity 
in such cases, may be an excusable weakness. But 
when the subject is one of religious import, so as to 
involve the dilemma between truth and sincerity on 
one hand, and gross imposition and credulity on the 
other, all religious men during eighteen centuries, 
who have accepted the authenticity of the so-called 
Holy Places, are implicated. In addition to which, 
by sufiering delusion on such a subject still to be 
passed on, it is no other than giving encouragement 
to a species of idolatry, or hcohtry. 

This must be my excuse for venturing, imper- 
fectly qualified as I confess myself to be, to give the 
conclusions I have come to on careful consideration. 

The authenticity of the sites of the Holy Places in 
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general, but those of Jerusalem In particular, was 
not called in question until Dr. Clarke, in the begin- 
ning of this century, raised doubts on the subject ; 
and more recently a stronger opponent. Dr. Robinson 
of the United States, has given the result of his care- 
ful examination of the localities, and declares his 
belief that they are many of them, and especially 
the received position of the Holy Sepulchre, the in- 
ventions of the " pious fraud " of monks of the time of 
the Empress Helena, to which additions have been 
made by monkish frauds not always so pious. 

The advocates for the authenticity of the sites 
were principally the late Lord Nugent, the Rev. G. 
Williams, and Mr. J. L. Bannister ; who have stre- 
nuously defended the so-called Sepulchre against 
those powerful assailants. These are the chief com- 
batants ; but there are many others, especially in the 
ranks of the ** advocates for the authenticity ; " so 
difficult is it to shake established errors even when 
proved to be such, or to change well-founded 
convictions. 

Tbere are three principal and primary points on 
which the ** advocates " rest their argument. 

First, they assume it as next to impossible that 
the first Christians would not seek out, cherish, and 
perpetuate the recollection of the spot where the 
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scenes of which they had been eye-witnesses were 
performed. A specimen of such proof appears in 
the following pretty rhapsody of Lamartine : — 

** When, a little time after His death. His name 
was spread like the light of a new aurora, whilst His 
mother and His disciples were yet alive, it is certain 
they would transmit to each other that worship of 
love and grief which the absence of the Divine 
Master had left them ; and often go themselves, and 
take newly converted Christians, to the place where 
they had seen Him whom they now adored, live, 
speak, act, and die. No human piety could pre- 
serve the traditions of a place dear to memory so 
well as the piety of the faithful and of martyrs. We 

may therefore rely as to the exactitude of the prin- 
cipal sites of Kedemption on the fervour of a new 
religion, and the vigilance of an immortal worship." 

Secondly, that these spots are assumed to have 
been known and venerated until the time of the 
Emperor Hadrian ; who, to desecrate them, it is said, 
caused statues of heathen gods to be erected over 
them ; thereby preserving the sites. 

Thirdly, on the conversion of the Emperor 
Constantine the Great, he resolved to redeem the 
places from such desecration, and to erect churches 
over them for Christian worship. 

M 3 
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It 18 not my intention to enter into a fnll dis- 
cussion of all the arguments, direct or collateral, 
which others more qualified have done so ably; 
but it is perhaps right, that on a subject of such 
moment all should give their impressions. In 
addition to which, I shall have some practical 
observations to adduce, which may be peculiar to 
myself. 

With regard to the first argument for the 
authenticity, it appears reasonable to me to suppose, 
that when the first disciples came in affectionate 
anxiety and faith to the tomb, and heard the voice 
of the angel declare, " He is not here, but is risen," 
they gave themselves no further thought or care 
about the mere cave in the rock which had held 
the Saviour of the world for so brief a period 
between His death and resurrection. No; their 
hearts and souls were fiUed with gratitude for the 
sacrifice which He had made, and with joy that He 
had passed through His agonies, and had risen to 
intercede for those for whose sins He had been 
willing to lay down His life. In a general way they 
would no doubt feel affection for Jerusalem, where 
He had taught, suffered, and conquered ; but as 
Protestants at least we cannot, I presume, believe' 
that tlicy whom we profess to imitate in their sim- 
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plicity of faith had any degree of superstitious 
reverence for material objects ^ if even they coidd 
have been discovered beneath the changed surface. 

Still less could they who fled to Pella on the 
beginning of the troubles in Jerusalem, have been 
able, on their return, — it is not known how long 
after the destruction of the city, — to recognise the 
position of the Sepulchre, or of Calvary ; because 
'' as soon as the army had no more people to slay 
or to plunder, Caesar gave orders that they should 
now demolish the entire city and temple, but should 

^ ** It was in Palestine that the change, which had been slowly 
working into Christianity itself, began to assume a more definite 
and apparent form. The religion, re-issued, as it were from its 
cradle, in a character, if foreign to its original simplicity, sin- 
gularly adapted to achieve and maintain its triumph over the 
human mind. It no longer confined itself to its purer moral 
influence. It was no more a simple, spiritual faith, despising 
all those accessories which captivate the senses and feed the 
imagination with new excitement. It no longer disdained the 
local sanctuary, nor stood independent of those associations 
with place which became an universal and spiritual religion. 
It began to have its hero-worship, its mythology, and to crowd 
the mind with images of a secondary degree of sanctity ; but 
which enthralled and kept in captivity those who were not 
ripe for the pure moral conception of the Deity, and the im- 
personation of the Godhead in Jesus Christ. It was, as might 
not unreasonably be anticipated, a female, the Empress He- 
lena, the mother of Constantine, who gave, as it were, the new 
colouring to Christian devotion." — The History of CAriftunu/y, 
by the Rev, U, U* Milman^ vol. ii., bk. iii. ch. 3. 
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leaTe as many of the towers standing as were of 
the greatest eminency, — that is^ Phasaelus^ and 
Hippicus^and Mariamne^ — and so much of the wall 
as enclosed the city on the west side^ to afford a 
camp for such as were to lie in garrison — the tenth 
legion ; but for all the rest of the wall, it was so 
thoroughly laid even with the ground, that there 
was nothing left to make those that came hither 
believe it had ever been inhabited." ^ 

The garrison occupied the ruins of Jerusalem to 
prevent the reconstruction of the city. 

It therefore appears to me to be a mere baseless 
assumption to say, that " in the space of a few 
months they could not have forgotten the situation 
of their sanctuaries, which, being also without the 
walls, probably suffered less from the siege ; " and 
that we must therefore " admit without much 
hesitation, that the traditions respecting Jerusalem 
were delivered down by the Bishop Simeon during 
his long life, to the year 137, when the Emperor 
Adrian rebuilt the city." * If it cannot be proved 
that the identical spots were cleared and ascertained 
in spite of the Roman garrison of 800 men, which 
was left among the ruins expressly for the purpose 

* Josephus, Wars of the Jews, bk. vii. i. 1. 

' BaDni8ter*8 Survey of the Holy Land, pp. 463. 324. 
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of preventing such a proceeding, then the assertion 
falls to the ground, namely, that Hadrian, in his 
zeal for paganism, caused a statue of Venus to be 
erected on Mount Calvary, and another of Jupiter 
on the Holy Sepulchre ; at least, literally as to the 
precise spots, though figuratively he might have 
done so, since the erection of objects of idolatry 
was equal desecration in any part of the Holy City 
where the pure religion of Christ first dawned. But 
the intended desecration was not so much to insult 
the Christians as the Jews, who had offended the 
emperor ^ ; for it appears that, on the suppression 
ol the rebellion of Barcochab, ^^ Hadrian, to an- 
/lihilate for ever all hopes of the restoration 
of the Jewbh kingdom, accomplished his plan of 
founding a new city on the site of Jerusalem, and 
planting a Roman colony there ; thus decreeing the 
disinheritance of the Jew, the perpetual alienation 
of the soil, and its legal appropriation to a foreign 
foe. The city was called ^lia Capitolina; ^lia 
after the prenomen of the emperor (^lius), and 
Capitolina to intimate its dedication to Jupiter of 
the Capitol. An edict was issued prohibiting any 
Jew from entering the new city, under pain of 

^ Bannister's Surrey of the Holy Land, p. 472. 
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death, or even approaching its environs within three 
miles, so as to contemplate at a distance that which 
he regarded as the dearest spot on earth ; more 
effectually to keep them away, the image of a hog in 
marble was placed over the gate leading to Beth- 
lehem. The more peaceable Christians were per- 
mitted to establish themselves within the walls, and 
^lia became the seat of a flourishing church and 
bishopric" ^ But as Antiochus, when he sacked 
and plundered Jerusalem, placed the statue of 
Jupiter Olympius in the sanctuary of the Temple, 
it is not improbable that the erudite Hadrian re- 
stored the statue of the god under the name Capito- 
linus.* 

These are assuredly very conflicting opinions ; yet 
one of the advocates says," Surely we want no greater 

^ Dr. Milman*8 History of Christianity, vol. i. p. 17. 

* ** When Eusebius and Jerome, and those who followed 
them, ascribe the works of the enemies of the faith to a desire 
to conceal the Sepulchre, they give us, to wit by implication, 
that at the time of the heathen pollutions the place must have 
been known both to the enemies and friends of Christianity. 
On the other hand, by the stress which they lay on the magni- 
tude and difficulty of the discovery which was made, viewed 
independently of their allegation of Divine assistance, they give 
us also to wit, that in the interval occurring between the heathen 
erections and their destruction the exact place of the Sepulchre 
had ceased, or almost wholly ceased, even in a general way, to 
be identified." — Dr, Wilson^ Lands of the Biblsy vol. i. p. 439. 
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evidence to show, that a perfect knowledge of the 
sacred places was retained at this time ! " 

I admit that, if this " perfect knowledge ** had 
originally been possessed, it very likely would have 
been retained ; but then comes another difiSculty. 
The persecution under Dioclesian caused the dis* 
persion of the Christians for forty years ; and it is 
considered to be '^ impossible that in so short a period, 
supposing the Christians to have been debarred all 
access to the objects of their veneration during that 
time, their exact situation should have been effaced 
from their memories, as many must have been living 
both at the commencement and termination of this 
period.** 

After an absence of forty years, we are called upon 
to give the returning Christians credit for a rare 
amount of memory ; which, to have such energy, would 
involve their being excited by a superstitious vene- 
ration for material objects equal to that of the igno- 
rant Greek pilgrims of the present day. This, how- 
ever, as was observed before, is not in accordance 
with the simple spirituality of the primitive Chris- 
tians. It is well known to be very difficult to 
recognise places, after an absence of a few years, 
that were familiar to our childhood ; therefore, in 
estimating probabilities, they ought to be strongly 
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against memory after such a period as the greater 
part of man's life. But, even if probable, such 
opinions could not be taken as evidence in a case of 
80 much importance. 

Until the grand epoch of the conversion of Con- 
stantine, the evidence is based upon assumptions only, 
where each narrator is received as unquestionable 
testimony upon no better ground than that he ap- 
peared to have believed a similar testimony in his 
predecessor. 

At this period, however, there is something tangible* 
The Christian emperor wrote to Macarius, the bishop 
of Jerusalem, directing him to build a church over 
the SepulcKre. His mother, the Empress Helena, 
went thither, it is supposed, to urge on the work, and 
she was assigned an important part. It cannot be 
known by absolute proof whether Calvary and the 
Sepulchre were fixed before, or the sites selected by 
her; the former is assumed by the ^'advocates." 
Discussion on the subject is a mere begging of the 
question on one side, and a refusal of it on the 
other. 

To St. Helena, however, is attributed the miracu- 
lous finding of the True Cross, the place where it lay 
having been revealed to her in a dream. According 
to another tradition, it was not a dream, but a sad 
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reality of torture, inflicted upon the Jews in Jem- 
Balem by the pious empress, which made them 
reveal the place where their ancestors had concealed 
the True Cross.* 

When discovered, the crosses of the two malefac- 
tors were found with it, causing a great dilemma. 
The difficulty of ascertaining that on which the 
Saviour was crucified was solved by its power of 
curing the sick immediately it was placed in contact 
with them. The value of this testimony will depend 
on the amount of belief which any one may entcr- 
t^n of the power of relics in working miracles ; that 
is, the delegation of the power of God to inanimate 
substances. 

Eusebius wrote about this time, and gave an 
account of the principal Holy Places. That is to say, 
he wrote an account of what the empress had done 
and believed. St Jerome, in A. D. 385, repeated the 
description, and implied that they had been pre- 
viously visited* It appears, that in his time the influx 
of pilgrims from all parts of the Christian world was 
very great. They rapidly multiplied during the dark 
ages ; and it seems that the increasing numbers caused 
an increasing demand for wonders, which was amply 
supplied by as rapid a multiplication of Holy Place? 
' Curzon*8 Monasteries of the Levant, p. 164. 
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and objects.* ArculpuSi A. d. 700, visited and wor- 
shipped at them all. He saw the cup of the last 
supper, the sponge S &c. ; from such relations we 
may estimate the credulity of the " Holy Arculpus." 
In the simplicity of their hearts, the ancient pilgrims 
relate circumstances so improbable and absurd, as 
to invalidate their testimony. 

With the reappearance of civilisation in the world, 
this increase was moderated, though not stopped; 
for we have seen something of it in our own days. 
As they all can claim the same stamp of sanctity, 
given by human authority, one would think, if the 
subject had been less important, that they should all 
stand or fall together. Protestants are, however, — 
at least some of them, — disposed to rescue the prin* 
cipal objects, — that is, those said to be revered up 
to the time of St. Helena inclusive,— from the great 
subsequent mass of superstition and absurdities. 
But this also involves the necessity for including 
with them the finding of the True Cross, and its 
attendant miracles. 

At the period of that great event and turning 

^ ** Criticism and belief are alike disarmed by the child-like 
and almost playful spirit in which the early pilgrims and cru- 
saders must have gone to and fro, seeking for places in which to 
realise the dreams of their own imagination.** — Quarterly i2e- 
view^ Sept. 1858, p. 441. 

' Appendix, G. 3. 
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point, namely, the conversion to Christianity of the 
head of the civilised world, it may haVe been found 
expedient to have fixed places for the devotional 
exercises of the increasing nmnbers of pilgrims, who 
flocked to Jerusalem in the just belief that it was 
the scene of the mysteries of Salvation. 

Thus, without imputing intentional fraud to the 
pious empress, to the Bishop Macarius, or to the 
exceUent monks in their train, what was at first a 
necessity, to prevent confusion, may have been 
converted to an engine of immense power by less 
scrupulous monks, &a; from its having become 
indispensably necessary to marshal the crowds of 
votaries, and to direct the worship of those who 
were too ignorant to require anything but material 
objects. These may have been the stages in the 
progress of error. Originally a pious opinion may 
have been hazarded on the subject of the sites ; then 
tolerated; afterwards coimtenanced, and stamped 
with authority; it at length passed into universal 
credence. For it must be borne in mind, that the 
pilgrims did not go to Jerusalem to investigate or to 
criticise ; they simply asked where and what they 
should fall on their knees and worship. They 
questioned neither quality nor number. On the 
other hand, it was not to the interest of the resident 
priests to plead ignorance; and they found their 
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advantage no doubt in satisfying the ignorant 
cravings and morbid piety of the superstitious. 

It is undeniable, that it has been the practice ever 
since to establish by the decrees of man what things 
shall be considered as authentically miraculous, in 
the way of images, relics, and visions. If we reflect 
on the amount of imposition and absurdity, which 
has been received by the credulous of our own day, 
we cannot be surprised at the result of even the 
grossest fabrications, at a time when people neither 
wished nor dared to doubt. Whatever the motives 
were, they would not have been called in question 
when the parties concerned were on one side the 
interested few in power, and on the other the cre- 
dulous multitude in ignorance and slavery; as to 
mental freedom at all events. 

However, all the arguments which have been 
adduced, both for and against the authenticity of the 
received sites of the Holy Places, are mere matters 
of faith and doubt ; as I have said before, they are 
a mere begging of the question on one side, and 
a refusal on the other. Exclusive of those, there 
is one material point, which, if it could be csta* 
blished, would set the question at rest; namely, 
the line of direction the wall of Jerusalem took 
at the time of the Crucifixion- for we are told 
(John, xix. 20.) ^^ the place where Jesus was crucified 
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was nigh to the city," that is, not inside the city, but 
outside the walls. ^ This has been the greatest point 
of the recent controversialists; the advocates for 
the present site of the Church of the Sepulchre 
being the true one, maintaining that the wall bent 
eastwards from the Jaffa Gate, or the so-called 
Castle of David, or Tower of HIppicus, for a certain 
distance, and then turned at right angles northwards 
in such a manner, that it excluded that portion of 
the surface of the hill where Jerusalem is built, which 
now contains the structure called the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre. The opponents, on the other hand, 
assert the probability that the present line was the 
same as that which existed at the time of the Cruci- 
fixion; alleging that it is either ancient, or was 
built on ancient foundations. This would include 
that portion of the city, and therefore be a proof 
that the crucifixion could not have taken place there. 
On this point Josephus is the only authority ; but, 
while he is in many respects circumstantial, he is 
also sufficiently vague and unintelligible in others, 
especially in measurements ^ and starting points ; so 

* Appendix, G. 4. 

' The height of Mount Tabor, according to Josephus, would 
be three miles and three quarters ; and the circumference of the 
town Itabyrium three miles and a quarter. Maundrell states 

VOL. II. F 
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that he can be made to bend to the question ; and 
disputants on either side think they can draw con- 
clusive arguments from him. For my part, whatever 
he may do in other cases, it appears to me, that, in 
the very first sentence of the description of the 
walls of Jerusalem, he settles the matter now at 
issue. Thus, he says *, ** The city of Jerusalem was 
fortified with three walls on such parts as were 
not encompassed with impassable valleys ; for in 
such places it had but one wall, ^ 

Now, the present wall, which is on the-west side 
of the city, runs the whole way on the highest 
part of the ridge overlooking the valley of Gihon ; 
impassable for the purposes of attack. Therefore, 
by the hypothesis, it must have had no additional 
wall within it. But the ** advocates " assume this 
to be the line of the third wall, which ought, by 

the area on the top to be only two furloDgs in length and one 
broad. 

^ Josephus, Wan of the Jews, chap. !▼. ; or Appendix, 
H. 1. 

This is the only authentic description of the Holy City, and 
it is unfortunate that the historian in many of his details ren- 
ders them valueless by discrepancies in succeeding passages. 

Thus, the account of the extent of the walls and their 
towers cannot be made to agree. But I venture to think that<, 
if the number of towers he gives in each wall be taken, irre- 
spective of his distances, they may be found to come somewhat 
near to the circuits of the three walls, according to the lines I 
shall give in subsequent pages. 
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the description of Josephus, to have been only " on 
such parts as were not encompassed by impassable 
vaUeys.** 

Again^ the line of wall traced by the ** advocates ** 
as the second at the time of the siege by Titus^ 
would have been the outer wall at the times of Heze- 
kiah and of the Crucifixion ; and therefore^ accord- 
ing to the scheme of defence given by Josephus, 
ought to have been near an " impassable valley.** 
This would have been the case in one sense^ had 
the wall passed along that line ; but it would have 
had the valley inside^ and the high ground outside 
and commanding it ^ ; which would have been to 
invert the purposes of fortification. 

If the wall had taken a course which would have 
excluded the supposed site of Golgotha^ it would 
have very much contracted the already confined 
limits of the city for so great a multitude as were 
said to have been contained in it. The space 
between it and the Temple area would have been 
barely 400 yards, in the hollow of the Tyroptean. 
On this subject Mr. Williams says, " I can answer 
notliing to the objection taken to the extreme narrow- 
ness to which the ancient city is thus reduced at this 
quarter, except that the superficial width of the 

* See page 77. 
r s 
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area is somewhat increased by the inequalities of the 
ground ; ^ the learned author, forgetting that houses 
and their inhabitants, like plants, have a predilection 
for growing perpendicularly, and therefore cannot 
profit by such increase of area. 

Another reason, which appears to me to be con- 
clusive for believing that the ancient wall passed 
along the highest ridge of ground, is that when the 
army of Sennacherib came against Jerusalem, the 
Assyrian general " stood by the conduit of the upper 
pool S" and spoke to " Eliakim the son of Hilkiah." ^ 
and the Jews who were with him on the wall. 

In order to be able to understand the important 
fact here related, let us examine the localities by 
comparing the context with what now exists of 
Jerusalem. In the first place, the " advocates," 
seeing the value of the argument against them, have 
endeavoured to deny that the pool, which is now 
used and called by the name of Hezekiah, was 
really made by that king ; and as one false position 
requires others to give it the appearance of truth, 
they are also obliged to refuse the name of Gihon 
to the pools in the adjoining valley. But this 
cannot be done with adherence to tlie text of the 
Holy Scriptures. 

' 2 Kings, xyiii. 17. 2G. ' Isaiah, zxxvi. 11, 12. 
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In the second book of Kings^ ch. xx. ver. 20. 

^^ Hezekiah made a pool and a conduit^ and 

brought water into the city," and (2 Chron. xxxil. 30.) 
Hezekiah also stopped the upper watercourse of 
Gihon, and brought it straight down to the west side 
of the city of David, and (2 Chron. xxxiL 3, 4.) he 
took counsel ** to stop the waters of the foun- 
tains that were without the city." 

Now, there is no other source whence water 
could be brought to the west side of the city of 
David but from the upper part of the valley which 
runs along that side of it, where in fact there is a 
pool or reservoir ; and there is no part within the 
city of David, supposing it, with the "advocates," 
to lie south only of the line of wall from the Yafa 
Gate, which is taken by them as the second wall, to 
which water could be brought from the reservoir in 
the Valley of Gihon ; because I have no doubt * that 

' I did not take measurements for elevation at the pools of 
Hezekiah and Gihon ; but I did at Mount Zion, which I believe 
to be higher than cither. — On the subject of pools I may saj, 
it is difficult to imagine for what purpose the Pool of Be« 
thesda could have been intended, as it is too low in its situation 
to have been made use of to supply any part of the city with 
water except the lower part of the Val Tyropean. It is seventy* 
five feet in depth from the level of the Temple area to the 
bottom, besides the rubbish which has been accumulating in it 
for ages. 

T 8 
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the fonner is higher. But it may be, and is, brought 
to the pool called by the king's name. Dr. Kobinson 
Bays, the waters of the Pool of Gihon " are con- 
ducted by a small, rude aqueduct to the vicinity of 
the Y&fa Gate, and so to the Pool of Uezekiah, 
within the city." ^ Therefore these two pools are 
clearly identified. 

Lord Nugent still, however, thought that the Pool 
of Hezekiah was outside the second wall, which it is 
of vital consequence to the " advocates '* to prove. 
His point is, that although the text says, the water 
was brought into the city, " it is nowhere said ', that 
the pool was made in the city." And he suggests 
that it was " constructed close under its defences, 
commanded by its bowmen and slingers from the 
walls, and from thence water was brought by a con- 
duit within the city." ^ But if, as I believe, the Pool 
of Hezekiah is lower than any part of the west side 
of the city of David, as defined by the " advocates," 
then the water could not have been brought within 
it. The supposition of Lord Nugent is further un- 
tenable ; because the line of wall assumed by the 
" advocates " is lower than the pool ; which could not 

therefore have been commanded by the bowmen and 

^ Robinson, Bib. Res. vol. i. p. 352. 

' Lord Nugent, Lands Classical and Sacred, vol. ii. p. 33. 
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slingers ; and although the text does not say that the 
pool itself was made within the city, but (2 Chron. 

xxxii. 3, 4.) that ^^ he took counsel to stop 

the waters ofihe fountains that were without the city;'^ 
he also made a pool, and he brought water into the 
city; therefore most likely the pool was made for 
the reception of that water within the city. In that 
case the city of David, instead of being only about 
700 yards in length, extended, as I believe, to 
the highest eminence of the neighbourhood, along 
the ridge in fact, and included the two culminating 
points ; that to the north being the salient angle 
towards the level country. Thus the conversation 
might easily have been carried on between Eliakim, 
stationed at that point of the wall *, and the Assyrian 
general Rabshakeh, standing by the ^^ conduit of the 
upper pooL** 

This arrangement of the wall would have tn- 
cluded the Pool of Hezekiah, and consequently the 
site assumed by the advocates for the Church of 

' The plans or maps of Jerusalem which have been con- 
structed with the view of showing that Golgotha was outside 
the walls, have this eminence, the highest point at the north- 
west angle of the present city and sometimes called Groliath, 
marked as the Assyrian camp. One division of our gallant 
little army in the Crimea occupies more than three times the 
space. 

F 4 
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the Sepulchre must also be Included, and therefore 
could not have been the true site. 

Among the writers on that side, however, was one 
who was not satisfied with vague arguments on the 
subject. The late Lord Nugent took the more matter- 
of-fact and prabeworthy method, of searching for 
vestiges of that ancient wall along the supposed line, 
and he believed he had found them in situ.^ 

He begins by saying that, which, though it may 
have been the case, is not in the description by Jo- 
eephus, namely, that the second wall began, ^^ like both 
the others, at the Tower of Hippicus." His Lordship 
admits that, between that point, and the comer of the 
Hospital of the Knights of St. John, he foimd no 
remains ; but at this comer, a distance of about 
200 yards, he observed vestiges of old wall turn- 
ing north; that is, a second time at right angles. 
This cannot be called encircling the city, which 
appears to be the meaning of Josephus. 

To examine this part carefully and impartially, I 
took his Lordship's book in my hand, and was ac- 
companied by two persons ; my nephew, the Rev. C. 
Deacon, M.A., who was disposed to agree with him, 
and a fellow traveller of good judgment, Mr. Scott, 

^ Appendix, H. 2. 
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who had no leaning either way. We all came to the 
conclusion^ that the appearances we saw did not 
resemble those which the noble Lord described. 

1. The stones at the angle of the corn-market ^ 
are bevelled, it is true ; but they are very small com- 
pared with those we have seen in any part of the 
ancient wall ; they, in fact, form the east wall of the 
hospital, of which the arches and wall in the corn- 
market are on the south side. Of this we saw 
proof by mounting on the surface of the ground 
floor, which, being vaulted beneath, and level above, 
looks like a field; we also went into some of the 
vaults, which have their backs towards the shops in 
the bazaar. 

2. We could see no remains of a gateway, nor 
the ridge of ground supposed to be the line of walL 

3. At or near the spot mentioned we saw some 
remains of granite pillars, built into the wall; but 
without any appearance to warrant us to think it 
to be part of an old walL 

In fact, it is a wall of rubbish, into which 

portions of columns have been built, with other 
fragments, and therefore are not in situ. 

An inclined plane leads up by this wall to the 

^ Mr. WilliaiDB does not agree with Lord Nugent about this 
corner. 
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higher ground; on which are Calvarj and the 
Church of the Sepulchre, If these fragments of 
columns had formed part of the decoration of the 
interior of the wall, they would have been either 
half-columns attached to the wall, or whole columns 
detached* They are neither the one nor the other ; 
but mere blocks of stone or broken shafts, with 
other rubbish ; but it may be that we did not find 
those to which Lord N. attaches so much value. 
They, however, could hardly have escaped our 
search. 

Near the crossing of the Via Dolorosa and the 
Street of Damascus, is a large portion of a granite 
shaft standing ; which is the only thing we saw of 
those which Lord Nugent describes. 

Of the distance of the supposed Calvary from 
the three granite shafts before mentioned, I have 
an important observation to make, when I speak 
of the section of this part of Jerusalem. 

The ancient arch, near the house of Zachariah, is 
thirty-six yards from the comer of the corn-market. 
It can hardly have been the Gate Gennath, from 
whence, according to Josephus, the second wall 
began; since the wall would be further deflected 
by that amount, to make a connexion with the 
gate. As the gate is not disposed to go to the wall^ 
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the wall would have to go to the gate^ or lose the 
honour of being the old second wall. 

The true state of the case seems to be the con- 
verse of that set up; namely^ that the position of 
the wall takes its authority from that of the Holy 
Sepulchre^ which^ having been fixed^ according to 
tradition, on the present site, the wall could have 
been nowhere but where the advocates have placed 
it. This is arguing in a circle ; — there is no proof 
for either side. 

The arguments of all the controversialists on the 
subject have been taken hitherto, from examina- 
tion of the ground-plan only of the city. But 
Jerusalem, as every one knows who has been there, 
was built on a very irregular surface ; the principal 
features of which are observable at the present 
day, notwithstanding the vast accumulations of rub- 
bish, which have softened their outlines. A know- 
ledge of the amount of their irregularities, or a 
section of the hill on which Jerusalem was biult, 
must be admitted to be an important element in 
the consideration of the question. For this pur- 
pose ' I took the elevations of all the most inter- 

' I am indebted to Mr. Bracebridge, F.R.G.S., for this 
suggestion. 
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esting points in the city with the aneroid baro- 
meter, not having with me a levelling instrument. 
The result shows, that all the ground lying out- 
side the line of the supposed wall is super-eminent. 

The highest point at the north-west angle being 
230 feet above the Val Tyropajan, at the nearest part, 
and as this valley must have been very much lower, 
while the north-west comer probably differs but 
little from its ancient state, being a rocky emi- 
nence \ the gradient, about one in seven, would have 
been much more at the time of the taking of the city 
by Titus ; and therefore this side of the city would 
have been much weaker than the north side, on 
which assailants always made their attacks. 

But to come still nearer to the proof. The rock 
called Calvary, may be assumed as one of the un- 
changed irregularities of the surface of the city. 

Lord Nugent gives its distance from the line of 
his supposed wall as 100 yards. It is raised, he 



^ Mr. Williams also observed that "the north-west angle of 
the modem city wall is considerably higher than the highest 
point of Mount Zion ; so much so, that the ground here will be 
found nearly on a line with the top of the Armenian convent 
on Mount Zion, which is by far the loftiest building in Jerusa- 
lem : and the native rock is here visible above the ground so 
that the theory of rubbish, &c., can have no place." — Holy 
City, p. 265. 
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says^ above the pavement * of the Church of the 
Holy Sepulchre by twenty-eight steps (by nineteen 
or twenty according to others), say 18 feet. By 
my observations the pavement is 22 feet above the 
line of the street leading to Damascus; where I 
suppose his Lordship traced the second walL There- 
fore, at the distance of only 300 feet, this rock would 
have been as much as 40 feet above the base of that 
wall, and perhaps higher than the top of the wall 
itself, according to his own supposition of the height 
of the latter. 

Now, with an eminence so near, the city might 
very easily have been commanded at this point ; for 
instance, by filling up the intervening space with a 
mound made by the materials at hand in the ruins 
of houses, &C., on which the moveable towers, which 
we know were used in the siege, could be brought 
so as to look down on that part of the city ; and 
especially as this was in the Val Tyropasan, lower 
down than where I took the level, it even might have 
been 70 feet ^ below the base of the assumed wall at 

^ The fact that the blocked-up gateway in Patriarch Street 
opened directly into the triforium of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre, according to Professor Willis, proves how deeply 
the excavation must have been made in levelling for the pave- 
ment. 

' Or more, making allowance for the accumulation of rubbish 
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a distance of only about 500 or 600 feet within it. 
So that the besieged could have done nothing here 
for the defence of the city. 

Those writers who have discussed the subject of 
the course of the several walls of Jerusalem, have 
assumed that the fortification near the Ydfa Gate is 
the Tower of Hippicus ; upon what authority I am 
not aware, except from its being the only part now 
standing of the original towers. 

In order to be able to assert with some show of 
probability, that this is indeed the tower erected by 
Herod in honour of his friend, it should be proved 
to have at least a resemblance to it. There is, how- 
ever, none, according to the description given of it by 
Josephus ; who says that, " for largeness, beauty, and 
strength, it and the towers of Phasaelus and Mari- 
amne, were beyond all that were in the habitable 
earth. It was not built of common stones ; but each 
stone was twenty cubits in length, and ten in breadth, 
and five in depth. It was square. Its length and 
breadth were each twenty five-cubits; its height 
thirty, and it had no vacuity in it." * 

The tower at the north-west angle of the fortifi- 

in the vallej. On Mount Zion, in digging for a foundation for 
tbe Protestant Church, forty feet of rubbish were cut through, 
1 Josephus, Wars of the Jews, chap. iv. 
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cation at the Yafa Gate is a square of forty-five feet. 
The north-east tower is seventy feet three inches long 
by fifty-six feet four inches broad.* These do not 
correspond with the Tower of Hippicus, which was, 
according to Josephus, a square of twenty-five cubits, 
or thirty-seven and a half feet. Therefore, neither 
of these towers agrees with it in dimensions. Neither 
do they in the style; for Hippicus was built of 
stones twenty cubits, or thirty ;feet, in length, so that 
one of each, with the end of the other, would have 
formed the side. But in the sketch given in Wil- 
liams' book, seven or eight stones are shown in apart 
only of one side.* 

It is clear, therefore, that neither of those could 
have been the Tower of Hippicus, which must have 
been destroyed subsequently to its being spared, 
with Phasaelus and Mariamne and part of the wall, 
by order of Titus. The two towers now standing 
have only their bases which appear to be ancient ; 
the upper parts show that they have been repaired 
at different times. 



» Williams' Holy City, vol. ii. p. 15. 

' In the beautiful drawing of the late Mr. Bartlctt, the cor- 
rectness of which no one will doubt, two sides have many be- 
yelled stones in each of the six ancient coiirses. — See JenuaUm 
Revuitedf p. 19. 
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The towers of Phasaelus and Mariamne having 
left no traces, their position is not known. 

Although the discrepancies between the form and 
dimensions of this tower, and the description of Hippi- 
cus by Josephus, are sufficient to show that they are 
not one and tlie same, the historian has fallen into 
error in his measurement, apparently in having given 
depth for breadth. 

It is therefore most probable that the stones were 
ten cubits deep and five broad. This is the way 
the large stones are placed at Bslalbec, and no doubt 
this method' was here adopted; then there would 
be three courses of such stones to make up the thirty 
cubits of height, which he says had no ** vacuity;** 
and we may therefore suppose the central space to 
have been filled in with smaller stones or rubbish. 

} For instance : 1 . If the length of the stone was given 
correctlj, twenty cubits; then, to make up each side, there 
must be the length of the one and the end of the other ; which 
end, to make together with the length twenty -five cubits, 
must have been five cubits broad. In this case, there would be 
a " vacuity" in the middle of fifteen cubits square. 

2. If the breadth be correctly stated at ten cubits ; then, to 
make up each side, the length of the stone would be fifteen 
cubits ; which would leave a " vacuity " of five cubits square. 

3. If the depth only was correct, namely five cubits ; then the 
stones must have been twelve and a half cubits square, and there 
would have been no " vacuity." But this is a very unlikely 
way to build ; since the joins would all have been in the same 
line, which is the weakest. 
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Another reason for thinking that the remams of 
the ancient Btructure near the Yafa Grate are not of the 
Tower of HIppicus is drawn from the description 
given by the Jewish historian of the disposition of the 
ground within it.^ ^^ As these towers were themselves 
on the north side of the wall, the king had a palace 
inwardly thereto adjoined; .... with great numbers 
of rooms, large chambers for a hundred guests ; • • • • 
many porticos, one beyond another, round about; 
• . . . groves of trees ; long walks ; deep canals and cis- 
terns, &c : all surrounded by high walls and towers.** 

Such a palace must have occupied a very large 
plot of ground ; and as the distance '^inwardly " from 
the supposed wall and Tower of Hippicus to the 
south extremity of the city of David, at the brow of 
the Valley of Hinnom, is less than 800 yards, this 
plot would have been a large portion of the city. It 
is inconceivable that the king could have taken so 
much from it for his i>alace and gardens. But it 
seems to me to be more probable that the tower, 
wall, and palace were near the northern eminence, 
which is above the Latin convent. Even then 
wc must suppose that there was very great exag- 
geration in the description. 

* Wart of the Jewi, chap. ir. 
TOL. II. O 
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The massive ruins and solid masonry found on that 
spot may have belonged to the Tower of Hippicus, 
and this position would satisfy all the requirements 
except the site of the Sepulclwe, and would reconcile 
conflicting accounts; while it would give so much 
more space to the city, and render the statement 
of the population somewhat less extravagant and 
incredible. 

If, from these considerations, we may assume that 
the position of the real site of Calvary is unknown, 
there will be the less difficulty in tracing the 
probable courses of the three walls of Jerusalem. 
Not being hampered by the necessity of making 
them conform to an extraneous hypothesis, we may 
profit by all the probabilities that offer themselves. 

Thus, to me it appears probable, — 

1. That the ancient Jebusites, who held their city 
against all the attacks of the Jews' until they were 
subdued by the great conqueror David, occupied 
the whole of the ridge of land now forming the west 
side of Jerusalem, which is little more than half a 
mile in length ; because it was surrounded on all 
sides, except a portion of the northern extremity, by 
deep ravines, and the highest part commands this 
small portion. 

1 Josephus, vol. L p. 229. ; Judges, i. S — 21. ; 2 Sam. r. 
6—9. 
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2. That the first wall alluded to by Josephus, 
namely, that of the Jebusites, surrounded this ridge, 
which, as he says, is ^' much higher and in length 
more direct than the hill of Acra," or the "lower 
market" This is certainly the case with respect to 
the eastern side where it runs along the Yal Ty ropsean, 
which divided the " upper market-place ** from the. 
lower, where the ** corresponding rows of houses on 
both hills ended.'' I may here say, that I differ from 
Dr. Robinson in the course which he has traced for 
the Tyropsean, and agree with Mr. Williams that it 
' is the depression which runs through the city from 
the Damascus Gate to the Pool of Siloam. I there- 
fore consider the original hill of Acra to have been 
that on part of which was afterwards built the Tower 
called Antonia. With respect to the resemblance of 
this hill to the *' shape of the moon when she is 
homed " we can now form no judgment, in conse- 
quence of the alterations which have taken place in 
the surface of the ground. 

We are told that the Asmonean princes took off 
part of this hill in order that the temple might be 
superior to it in elevation. We are told also, that 
'* there was a third hill over against Acra, but na- 
turally lower than it," and parted formerly from the 

other (Acra) by a broad valley. This third hill I 

o s 
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imagine was on the right or west side of the upper 
part of the Tyropcean, and is now barely traceable, as 
the valley was filled up by the Asmoncans. In the 
time of the Jebusites, therefore, and until that of 
David, the town called by Josephus the lower 
market would have occupied the hill on which was 
afterwards the Tower of Antonia, part of the western 
side of Mount Moriah, which of course would not have 
been held sacred until the conquest of Canaan ; and 
part of the third hill on the right slope near the head 
of Val Tyropa^an. 

3. That the hill of Acra extended to the valley of 
Jehosaphat, because Josephus says " these hills are 
surrounded by deep valleys ; and by reason of the 
precipices to them belonging on both sides, they are 
everywhere impassable : " moreover, he says, that the 
third wall, that built by Agrippa, joined to the old 
wall, meaning the second, at the valley called the 
Valley of Cedron. 

4. That the gate of the Essenes was the same as 
the mo<lern Gate of Y&fa, because Josephus says that, 
after passing this, the wall " went southward." In 
his description of the course of the most ancient wall, 
its junction with the cloister of the temple, &c.,must 
have been made after the time of the conquest of the 
upper city ; when David ^* built round about from 
Millo and inwards " ( 2 Sam. vi. 9. ), possibly to 
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connect the two cities and the sacred hill of Moriah. 
Whether the original line along the Tyropsean was 
sufTered to remain Joscphus does not say ; bnt it is 
likely that it would be kept up, as completing the 
fortification of the ridge which Titus found so strong. 
In this case it might have run somewhere in the di- 
rection assumed by the ** advocates " for the course 
of the second wall, with the difference, however, 
that it faced the ea^t ; whereas the outer side of the 
second wall would^ if it had been carried along this 
line, according to them, have faced the west. But, as 
I have before said, I could discover no'vestiges there. 

5. That the Tower of Hippicus was at the north- 
cm extremity of the ridge, or the north-west comer 
of the city, being the highest ground in it That it 
could not have been the tower now standing inside 
the Gate of Yafa I have already endeavoured to 
prove, although it has been generally assumed to be 
identical with it It is nevertheless probable, that 
the southern i)ortion of the ridge, generally called 
Mount Zion, may have been the citadel, from its 
being more inaccessible on account of the ravines. 

6. Although Josephu8 does not say that the se- 
cond wall took its departure from the Tower of Hip- 
picus, as some have asserted, it must have begun not 
far from it ; and the Gate Gennath, where he says it 

Q 3 
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had its beginnings was probably between the north- 
west and north-east comers of the old wall of the 
Jebusites. It was a short wall^ and " only encom- 
passed the northern quarter of the city, and reached 
as far as the tower Antonia." This I consider to be 
the course of the present northern wall of the city ; 
except that perhaps, in one part, it curved more to 
the northward, so as to include a portion of the ^^ third 
hill " before it reached the Damascus Gate, where its 
position is confirmed by the discovery by Dr. Ro- 
binson ' of the remains of wall and of chambers of 
ancient Hebrew construction. This agrees with the 
description given by Josephus ; namely, that it was 
built ^^ on such part only as was not encompassed 
by an impassable valley ; ^ though in another passage 
he renders this very vague, since he says, " but on 
the outsides these hills (the upper and lower mar- 
kets) are surrounded by deep valleys, and by reason 

^ Dr. Robinson found a chamber on either side of the Da- 
mascus Gate, with a staircase built of large stones, well cut and 
bevelled at the edges, about seven feet in length ; which he 
thinks could only have belonged to the second wall. — Bib. Res. 
vol. i. p. 464. 

This would hardly reconcile his position of the Tower of Hip- 
picuB with the course of the second wall by Josephus. But it 
would agree very well with my supposition, that the tower was 
at the present north-west corner and highest point of the city, 
from whence the second wall could have commenced. 
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of the precipices to them belonging on both sides 
they are everywhere impassable."^ This would 
countenance the idea that the second extended 
beyond Antonia, to the Valley of Cedron. 

The historian does not say^ as Mr. Williams * and 
others have given it^ that this wall ran northwards 
from the Gate Qennath ; but that it '^ took its begin- 
ning " there, and ** encompassed the northern part of 
the city ; " whereas, they make it run northwards, 
nearly in a straight line, the greater part of its 
course. 

I therefore think there are strong grounds for 
assuming that the present wall, which runs from 
the Yafa Gate of the modem city, is nearly on the 
line of that old wall of the Jebusites, that ^^ was 
broken ; and built up," by King Hezekiah ' and his 
successors, three hundred years after the upper city 
was taken by David. It remained the outer wall, 
towards the west and north, till after the time of the 
Crucifixion ; that is to say, the second wall in that 
part. 

7. That the third wall, or that built by Agrippa, 
began at the north-west comer, where the city " was 
not encompassed with tinpassable valleys." If it had 

> Appendix, II. 1. ^ Holy Citj, ii. p. 20. 

* 2 Chron. xxxii. 4. 

o 4 
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begun at what is generally called the Tower of Hip- 
picus — namely, at the Y&fa Gate — it would have 
had the deep ravine of Gihon to the westward, which 
would have been contrary to the description given 
by Josephus. He says Titus made his assault where 
the first ^ fortification was lower and the second was 
not joined to it ; and the new city not being much 
inhabited at that part, the builders had neglected to 
build the wall strong. Here also he thought there 
was an easy passage to the third ' wall, through which 
he hoped to take the upper city, and, through the 
Tower of Antonia, the Temple itself. He took the 
second wall on the fifth day after he had taken the 
first ; and his heavy armed troops got entangled in 
the " narrow streets, which led obliquely to the wall;** 
in the angle, as I suppose, between the second wall 
and the north-east corner of the ancient wall of the 
Jebusites. This account of the point of the assault 
would, as it appears to me, tally with the walls as 
here laid down; but not at all with the course 
assumed by the " advocates." 

^ It must be obscnred, that Josephus here inverts the order 
of the walls ; that is to saj, when he describes the course they 
took, he calls the most ancient the first, and that built by 
Agrippa the third. But in describing the siege he numbers 
the walls in the order thej presented themselves to the be- 
siegers. 
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The very strong reasons for doubting, urged by 
Dr. Robinson, with respect to the authenticity of 
the so-called Holy Places, so vehemently attacked 
bv the Rev. Mr. Williams and other advocates for 
the authenticity, have gained ground very much 
lately. 

The reverend authors of the Mission of the 
Scotch Church to the Jews* say, "we had little 
patience to go round all the spots accounted sacred in 
the Church of the Holy Sepulchre ; and each of us 
felt the blush of honest indignation rising in our 
face at the mingled folly and profanity of the whole 
scene." 

The Rev. W. J. Woodcock * says, " Believing that 
the sites adopted arc not the real ones, I cannot 
feel surprised that God, in His wisdom, has hidden 
these places from us.'' 

Mr. Van der Velde says, " The spot represented as 
Golgotha and Joseph's garden has nothing in common 
with the true site of those places. The whole is 
false. Blind deception. I " ' 

And the author of a graphic paper in the Quar- 
terly Review *, already quoted, while giving almost 

^ Vol. i. p. 187. ' Scripture Lands, p. 162. 

' Nnrrativc, vol. i. p. 498. ; and vol. ii. pp. 13, 14. 
« Sept. 1853, p. 452. 
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a coup de grace to the subject of the controversy, 
has done it with much tenderness. He says, 
** granting to the full the doubts — and it may be 
the more than doubts — which must always hang 
over the highest claims of the Church of the Sepul- 
chre, we do not envy the feelings of the man who 
can look unmoved on what has, from the time of 
Constantine, been revered by the larger portion of 
the Christian world as the scene of the greatest 
events that ever occurred upon the earth; and has 
itself become, for that reason, the centre of a second 
cycle of events, which, if of uncomparably less mag- 
nitude, are yet of a romantic interest almost un- 
equalled in human annals." 

Following out the spirit of Christian charity con- 
tained in this graceful passage, it would perhaps be 
a great step towards healing the dissensions of the 
different sects into which the followers of Christ 
are divided, if the error of the sites of Golgotha, 
the Sepulchre, &c., could be acknowledged ; and if we 
could carry still further with truthfulness, not with 
" pious fraud, " the regard to expediency, by which 
we may suppose the divines of the age of Constantine 
to have been actuated, in order to give the crowds 
of pilgrims who were then flocking to Jerusalem a 
conformity of object and purpose, when the grosser 
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feelings of their day required visible and tangible 
objects of worship. 

Thus the requirements of a more enlightened and 
spiritual age might be satisfied^ if each sect could be 
brought to acknowledge that the real spot has been 
concealed for wise purposes^ and would erect its 
own Church on any part of the city where, or in the 
vicinity, all agree that He lived and suffered ; so that 
its peculiar votaries might worship in their own 
way on ground trodden by Him, and near which 
unquestionably the crowning acts of His mission, 
and the miraculous circumstances attending His 
death, burial, and resurrection took place. Then 
would an advance be made towards spiritualising a 
reli^on which has been too long debased by ex- 
traneous practices and imauthorised credulities. 
Protestants have set the example by building a 
church where pilgrims who do not go to Jerusalem 
to worship and kiss senseless stones and uncertain 
localities, may breathe out the fervour of devotion, 
confident in Christ's promise that where two or 
three are gathered together in His name, He is in 
the midst of them. 

The Latins have also made a beginning by the 
contempt with which they view the gross supersti- 
tions and fanaticism of the Greeks. It would be a 
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magnanimous thing if the j would abandon the que&* 
tionable sites to the brutal and frenzied mummeries 
of the Greek Church, bj which their feelings are 
outraged as well as ours ; and so these blind fanatics, 
finding that they are isolated, would perhaps by 
degrees become purged of their absurdities. It is 
said that even the Greek priests, ignorant as they 
are, are ashamed of them ; but that they have not 
the moral courage to attempt a reform, which indeed 
would be useless in Jerusalem. It ought to com- 
mence in the remote and most ignorant extremities 
of the Greek communion, in Jiussicu But it is to 
be feared that long ages must elapse ere this can 
take place. 

It is an extraordinary fact, to be explained prin* 
cipally by the jealousy with which the Turks guard 
all relating not only to El Khuds — Jerusalem, but 
also to every Jewbh site, that archaeology has made 
scarcely any progress in one of the most ancient of 
existing cities, and certainly the one most interesting 
to Christians. The time is perhaps fast approach-* 
ing when on every account the Turks may be in- 
duced to relax that jealous opposition. 

Jews and Christians ought alike to be desirous 
of promoting such a search among the ruins of 
Jerusalem as would clear up contested points, and 
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reveal sites for which such affectionate concern is 
felt by both parties. But abstract science ought 
also to be prepared for the opportunity. 

I would suggest to parties who would be willing 
to exchange some portion of their spare cash for 
knowledge of the Holy City, that with combined 
action much might be done. In this way: — 

First, by obtaining permission from the Porte * to 
clear away the rubbish, and excavate for search in 
such portions of the city as would not excite that 



1 In Mahommedan countries tJiere is no real property ; but 
a simple right of possession, paid for every year by a ground- 
rent. All the soil intended for cultivation, with the exception 
of the gardens and orchards, belong to an abstract being, the 
Imaum, who represents the Mahommedan community, and is 
himself represented by the sovereign. The latter, being as it 
were nothing more than a guardian, disposes of the ground in 
favour of the community which he represents ; but cannot 
alienate it by a complete sale. He can never concede more 
than a temporary grant in return for an annual rent or service. 
Sometimes, it is true, these grants were transmitted by inherit- 
ance or sales ; but this was an abuse, an infringement of the 
law. In this manner the viceroy of Egypt, Mohammed Ali, 
was able to recover without difficulty from the usurpers of the 
public domain the possession which long abuse had perpetuated 
in their families ; and during Botta*s residence at Mosul this 
example was folIowe<], without any more ado, by the Turkish 
government. In 1845 the Porte revoked all the old grants of 
land in this province, and commanded that for the future thej 
should be annual, and sold by public auction. — Bonomf* 
Ninevehy p. 19. 
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jealousy; that is, not near the Haram, where at 
present it would be useless to ask it. 

Then^ to build upon the examined site con- 
venient houses ; to be offered at first for low rents 
to the occupants of ruinous dwellings on interest- 
ing sites^ to be made hereafler self-paying. 

A society was formed at Jerusalem by our 
zealous consul Mr. Finn; but it languished for 
want of support. The object was both geogra- 
phical and archseological ; in reference to Palestine 
generally and Jerusalem in particular. If it were 
revived by the grand source of vitality, funds, a 
beginning might be very advantageously and quietly 
made in improving the miserable and unhealthy 
quarter of the Jews ; the opportunity being taken 
of exploring every part so renovated. 

There are some points of interest which might 
be easily explored and ascertained. 

1. For instance, the foundations of the arches of 
the stupendous bridge, the only remaining stones of 
which were discovered springing from the ancient 
wall by Dr. Robinson, might be easily found by 
clearing out the lower part of the Tyropaean Valley. 

2. The lines of the ancient walls might be traced 
with a little trouble, and possibly the sites of the 
Xistus, Millo, and others found. 
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3. It would be an object of interest and advan- 
tage to explore and perhaps cleanse the yast cbtems 
which are known 'to exist under the city and the 
Temple area. Dr. Robinson' found one clue to 
these in the H^mm&m esh-Shefa^ ^^Bath of Healing;" 
which he supposed is supplied with water passing 
through chambers and passages with doorways from 
a fountain under the mosque of Omar ; the Kubbet 
es Siikrah^ or " Dome of the Rock." It is apparently 
a fountain of living water^ and bubbles up through 
the rock into a basin in a chamber cut in rock.^ 

The water has the same peculiar taste as that of the 
Fountain of the Virgin and Silonm^ which two com- 
municate and have a flowing water. Dr. Robinson 
thinks that it is not a natural source^ but that the 
water is brought by an aqueduct to the chamber in 
the heart of the rock, eighty feet below the Temple 
area. Aristieas, whom he quotes, says, however, ^' the 
supply of water was unfailing; inasmuch as there 

* Bib. Res. vi. p. 508. 

' Dr. Barclaj succeeded in examining this, and sajs, '* The 
theory which ascribes its supply of water to reservoirs under 
the Ilaram is entirely disproved by the exploration.** I am 
not disposed fully to agree with this, although the hypothesis 
of the long passage being intended for the purpose of increasing 
the guttation is very plausible ; yet he did not, as it appears, 
reach the end of the passage, where alone the mystery is to be 
solTed.— Jentsa^ffn BevuUed^ p. 87. 
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was a natural fountain flowing in the interior, and 
reservoirs of admirable construction under ground^ 
extending five stadia around the I'emple, with pipes 
and conduits, and known to none, except those to 
whom the service was entrusted, by which the water 
was brought to various parts of the Temple, and again 
conducted off." From what I have seen of fountains 
of water gushing from rocks in different parts of 
the East, especially in the Lebanon mountains, I 
think it very possible that, before the foundations 
of the Temple were begun, such a fountain existed in 
Mount Moriah, and that the waters were economised 
by building up and excavating in such a manner as 
to direct the water to various points. 

In any case, these works are of the highest 
antiquity; and if the intricacies of these subter- 
ranean passages could be explored, they would pos- 
sibly show that the state of art in those very remote 
times was farther advanced than we should other- 
wise have supposed.* 

Some passages in Scripture might be cleared up if 
all this system of supply of water to Jerusalem, which 
never failed in the sieges, could be ascertained. For 

' Since the author*s yislt, Dr. Barclay has been able to make 
many unrestricted examinations of the Haram enclosure, of 
which he has given some interesting notices. — See Jerusalem 
RevMed, BarOett, p. 160. 
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instAnce^ the taking counsel how to stop the fountains 
and the brook that ran through the midst of the 
land^ so that the kings of Assyria should not find 
much water," may mean, to carry off the waste water 
under ground, out of sight, as appears with the 
fountain En Bogel in the Valley of Jehosaphat, and 
the fountain of the Pools of Solomon ; for a foun- 
tain of living water could not be stopped. 

4. The vaults, and excavations or substructions 
under the Haram es Sherif, or the Temple area*, 
would further be very interesting to explore, as they 
might reveal the position of the Temple of Solomon; 
and the Jews believe that the ark of the covenant 
is still concealed there. 

This part of the operations would be viewed with 
jealousy by the Turks ; and very likely would not be 
permitted, in the present state of fanatical feeling. 
But as their jealousy is to be referred generally to 
the fear lest the Franks, by their superior knowledge, 
should be able to find treasure^ which they believe 
to be concealed in every place about which we show 
curiosity, this could be easily arranged by giving up 



^ Mr. Samuel Sharpe gives the most intelligible and plausi- 
ble reconstruction of the ground plan of the Temple area, in 
which he satisfactorily disposes of the whole space. — Jerusalem 
RevUiied, p. 167. 

VOL. II. H 
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all such to them^ and by paying at a valuation for 
objects of curiosity ; and many might by these means 
be brought to light. 

By proceeding in the research with honesty and 
good faith^ much opposition would not be met with 
fix)m the Turks^ who are as a nation honourable^ 
and can appreciate frank dealings in others. At 
the same time, with them, as with other people, much 
may be done with money. As in the case of the 
Jews, who have purchased permission for the poor 
consolation of weeping at the foot of the wall of the 
Temple ; and such indulgences might be extended to 
other places. 
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JEWS. 

Earlj Emigration of the Jews.— Unsuccessful Attempt to 
maintain their Independence. — One great Cause of their 
Persecution. — Their Resignation. — Expulsion from Spain. — 
Their great Suffering. — The Sephardim. — Refuge in 
Turkey. — Their Numbers. — The present Time favour- 
able for their Restoration. — The Talmud. — Conversions to 
Christianity. — Their Expectation of the Messiah. — The 
*« Fishers " and the " Hunters of the Lord." 

Either from redundancy of population in Pales- 
tine, or from their natural propensities inducing 
them to seek means of making money among the 
Gentiles, which could not be done in the disturbed 
state of their own country, Jews have, from the 
earliest times, been found sojourning in foreign 
lands. The colony of Karaite Jews in the Crimea 
are said to have settled there before the Christian 
era.* In the time of our Lord a conmiimity of them 

' Three Hebrew monuments were found at Murviedro, the 
ancient Saguntum, in Spain. One of these appears by an 
inscription to be the tomb of Adoniram, a tax-collector of King 
Solomon. Thus a colony of Jews must have been settled in 
that city as early as the time of the building of the Temple. 
— FimCt Sephardim^ ch. i. 

H 2 
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existed in Rome. They were also numerous in the 
north of Syria^ in Asia Minor^ and in Alexandria, 
as proved by the Acts of the Apostles. Philo 
speaks of numerous colonies of them in his own day 
(the reign of Caligula) over the greater part of the 
then known world. 

After the annihilation of the political condition of 
the Jews, the history of that enduring race for a 
very long period " is written as it were in their 
blood ; they show no signs of life but in their cries of 
agony ; they only appear on the annals of the world 
to be oppressed, robbed, persecuted, and murdered. 
Yet still patient and indefatigable, they pursue, under 
every disadvantage, the steady course of industry. 
.... Perpetually plundered, yet always wealthy, 
massacred by thousands, yet springing up again from 
their undying stock, the Jews appear at all times 
and in all regions. Their perpetuity, their national 
immortality, is at once the most curious problem 
to the political inquirer ; to the religious man a sub- 
ject of the most profound and awful admiration." * 

Though they had fallen as a nation apparently 
never more to rise, the Jews still recognised spiritual 
heads ; those settled on the east of the Euphrates 

^ Dr. Milman*8 Hist, of the Jews, Tiii. p. 93. 



THE LAST STRUGGLES OP THE JEWS. 101 

being ruled by the Prince of the Captivity, the 
Resch-glutha ; and those to the westward of it by 
the Patriarch of Tiberias. The latter became extinct 
after three centuries of almost absolute power in the 
beginning ; but gradually superseded by that of the 
Kabbins and the Talmud. 

The throne of the Princes of the Captivity at 
Babylon was filled by a long line, who claimed descent 
from the house of David. The earliest known was 
Huna, in the second century * ; the last perished 
on a scaffold at the close of the tenth century.^ 

Then appears the extraordinary anomaly of a na- 
tion dispersed among all others who are in continual 
hostility towards them, and attempting their extir* 
pation; without any recognised head, yet still cling- 
ing to and manifesting those peculiar characteristics 
which constitute their unity; separated in many 
cases widely from each other, yet vivified by one 
pulse, which beats and extends itself through all the 
scattered members of their nation. 

While the recollection of the stand they had made 
in vain to save their beloved city was comparatively 
fresh, their turbulence showed that their warlike 
spirit was not quelled. By degrees, however, the 
antagonism with the rest of the world became greatly 

^ Finn*8 Sephardim. ' Dr. MilmaD. 

B 9 
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modified^ if not altogether changed^ in its mode of 
operation* 

Finding how utterly hopeless was their endeavour 
to regain a place among nations by force of arms^ 
or even to secure a semblance of independence^ they 
exchanged active resistance for the silent and passive 
indulgence of hate ; and while they clung with 
the greater tenadty of despair to the law which 
made them as a separate people, they nursed into 
enthusiasm the hope of the speedy advent of the 
Messiah, who should avenge their wrongs, and ga- 
ther them all around the throne of Dand. In the 
meantime their energetic minds, and natural ability^ 
found scope in the cultivation of useful arts and espe- 
cially in the science of finance. They soon became 
the most industrious and skilful artificers, as well as 
the money-lenders of the world. The prohibition 
to hold land which was imposed on them in almost 
every country where they sojourned, prevented their 
becoming agriculturists; and their financial operations 
rapidly degenerated into usury, by which they drew 
upon themselves the cupidity and hatred of the bar- 
barians who required their agency and requited it by 
persecution. Their example, however, had the ad- 
vantage of keeping alive, and in some instances of 
creating the spirit of commerce ; and thus conferred 
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a great advantage on society, by promoting the civi- 
lisation of the wild and warlike hordes who overran 
Europe in the dark ages. 

Instead of waging war on their own account, they 
followed in the tracks of desolation, reaping all the 
solid advantages of the plunder ; careless who were 
the sufferers, if they had the opportunity of amassing 
wealth. But they also soon engrossed a branch of 
commerce, which, upon the reorganisation of the 
shattered communities, drew upon them first the in- 
dignation, and then the persecution of Christians, — 
namely, the internal slave trade of Europe. When 
they had once excited the fanaticism and bigotry of 
the imperfect Christianity of those ignorant ages, by 
the crime of retaining Christian slaves for their own 
domestic purposes, which was held to be more crimi- 
nal than the ferocious wars in which they were cap- 
tured, a pretext was never wanting for persecution ; 
especially since the spirit of resistance had so com- 
pletely departed from the race as to render them at 
all times an easy prey. 

Wherever they have been allowed to dwell unmo- 
lested, or, still more, in honour and respect, they have 
added largely to the stock of national wealth, culti- 
vation, and comfort Where, as has been more usu- 
ally the case, they have been barely tolerated, — where 

B 4 
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they have been considered by cruel prejudice to be 
the basest of the base, the very outcasts and refuse 
of mankind, — they have gone on accumulating those 
treasures which they dared not betray or enjoy. In 
the most barbarous periods they kept up the only traf- 
fic and communication which subsisted between dis- 
tant countries. Even if they did not overpass the 
bounds of fair dealing in their money transactions, 
they were sure by their ability to absorb very speedily 
the wealth of every district in which they were 
allowed to settle. The natives of most countries, 
ignorant in those times of the useful arts, which the 
Jews from their unity of purpose had long successfully 
practised, were jealous, as well as envious, of the skill 
with which they could not compete ; so that they 
were easily roused by the improvident nobles, whose 
wealth had passed into the hands of this energetic 
race, and any improbable tale against the poor Jews 
was sure to bring down upon them inflictions of 
such an atrocious nature, as to make one's blood 
freeze in their perusal, and, in the recital by their 
eloquent historian Dr. Milman, to call forth the em- 
passioned exclamation, '' Great God of Mercy, this in 
the name of Christianity I ^ 

Although they were entirely expelled with un- 
heard-of cruelties from several countries where they 
ad been peaceably dwelling in the hope of meriting 
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the rights of citizenship, the object — namely, their 
utter extinction — failed from the extraordinary fe- 
cundity of the race. Wherever they were tolerated 
they increased in numbers, absorbed the wealth, 
and excited, when it suited the convenience or the 
avarice of the sovereigns of those countries, a fresh 
persecution. 

Their sufferings in the end so utterly broke the 
spirit of the nation, that in despair they yielded un- 
resistingly to their fate, and tamely bowed their 
necks to their degrading and ignominious condition ; 
but still held fast to their ruling passions — the exer- 
cise of their exclusive religion, and the accumulation 
of wealth. The moment relaxation of those per- 
secutions gave any hope, they sought by every 
means to be allowed to return to the scenes of their 
Bufferings. Humanly speaking, it was fortunate for 
the perpetuity of the race that these exterminating 
persecutions were not simultaneous in their opera- 
tions. If they had been deprived everywhere of 
an asylum, extinction must have been the inevitable 
result ; but God, in His inscrutable ways, has thought 
fit to chasten, and not to destroy them utterly. 

" Nevertheless, kingdom after kingdom, and peo- 
ple after people, followed the dreadful example, 
and strove to peal the knell of this devoted race; 
till at length, what we blush to call Christianity, 
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with the Inquisition in its train, cleared the fair and 
smiling provinces of Spain of this industrious part of 
its population, and self-inilicted a curse of barren- 
ness upon the benighted land. " ^ 

Isabella of Spain, to whose wisdom as an enlight- 
ened ruler were added the gentle virtues which 
adorn a woman, borne down by the savage fanaticism 
of her confessor Torquemada, with the cold-blooded 
and selfish Ferdinand, signed in 1492 the decree for 
the expulsion of all the Jews from Spain. The 
Queen indeed was willing to mitigate the cruelty of 
this act, by allowing them to dispose of their pro- 
perty, and to take the proceeds with them. But 
the wily Ferdinand, that " politic Christian, mak- 
ing the interests of church and state mutually sub- 
servient to each other," rendered the humane con- 
ditions of the edict nugatory. For they were only 
allowed to convert their effects into bills of exchange, 
which were dijBScult to be had in those days ; espe- 
cially since they themselves had been the principal 
bankers, who were now involved in general bank- 
ruptcy. No gold or silver was suffered to be taken 
away ; and thus the whole nation, or that very con- 
siderable part of it which had for many centuries 
been amongst the most wealthy and valuable citizens 

^ Dr. Milman. 
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of the country of their adoption, were banished in 
poverty. Some*, however, say they carried off 
30,000,000 of ducats. 

The total number thus driven into exile has been 
very widely estimated, — from 120,000 by Cardoso 
to 800,000 by Mariana ; the last number is out of all 
reason. The former seems to be very near the truth 
by the concurrent testimony of various authorities.* 
The great bulk of them passed through Portugal 
on their way to Africa; where thousands perished 
from hunger, sickness, and slaughter by the savage 
natives. A large portion were received with com- 
parative hospitality by Turkey ; who showed herself 
then, as in our day, a refuge for the destitute even of 
a different creed. The number of those who settled 
there, given by an American author, equals the 
highest number estimated for the whole of the exiles ! 

Expulsions on a smaller scale took place &om 
England, France, and other countries in Europe. 
In the most civilised states in the present day they 
are at least freed from the fear of persecution ; but 
in Poland, Kussia, and Austria, where they are 
most numerous, they are in a very abject condition. 

The superior sagacity of the Jews, their skill in 
many arts and handicrafts, but above all their 

^ Finn*8 Sephardim, p. 401. 

* Prescott, Hist of Ferdinand and Isabella. 
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peculiar adaptation for the management of finance^ 
enabled them speedily to regain some degree of pro- 
sperity in Turkey; where they soon became the 
ser^s, or bankers of the empire, until supplanted 
by the bolder and more unscrupulous Armenians, 
The wealth which the Jews could easily amass among 
a people who are proverbially improvident and 
ignorant of such matters, gave colour to the charge 
of dishonesty, as it had in all other countries where 
their energies and talent left the natives in the back- 
ground; and they underwent the same system of 
extortion and " squeezing," till now they are reduced 
as a body to great poverty ; especially at Smyrna, 
where a large portion of the Spanish exiles, the 
Sephardim, are settled, and still speak the language 
of a country that was endeared to them by long re- 
sidence *, by a similarity of climate, and, with respect 
to the Saracens we may suppose, by some degree 
of conformity in dress, manners, and customs with 
those long cherished by their traditional Eastern 
observances. 

The Reformation brought some degree of relief 
to the sufferings of the Jews. They met with tole- 

^ An almost identity in the names of manj places with those 
of Palestine would show the numbers and influence of the 
settlers in Spain. 
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ration at least from the Protestants ; and the Roman 
Catholics finding new and more dangerous enemies 
in the latter^ relaxed in their persecutions. 

Oliver Cromwell was so favourably disposed^ that 
he would have allowed them to return to England, 
but for the prejudices of the people. They, how- 
ever, came in from expediency under the necessitous 
Charles II. 

In the lapse of so many centuries great changes 
had taken place in the condition of the nations of 
Europe; which^ having shaken off the barbarism 
of the dark ages, were rising into prosperity. The 
disproportion between the wealth of the Jews and 
of those persons of other races who had devoted 
themselves to commerce, was not so great ; there- 
fore the persecutions on that account had lost their 
exciting cause. But the sordid avarice, and the 
filthy habits of the lower classes of the Jews, added 
to remains of fanaticism, kept them in great dis- 
repute. They still dwelt apart in confined portions 
of the cities where they were tolerated ; and this 
very fact, in a great measure, would account for 
their want of cleanliness. They were also debarred 
from undertaking any office or employment under 
government; and though an eloquent writer has 
attributed the almost exclusive possession of such 
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posts to them in some countries, they only held them 
under the cloak of a pretended conversion. 

Great ameliorations of their condition were 
granted by the Emperor Joseph II. 

During the French Revolution, through the sup- 
port of their petition by Mirabeau and Babant 
St. Etienne, the Jews were admitted as free citizens 
of that great nation. 

In England there is now but one privilege which 
they are debarred from, namely, that of a seat in the 
House of Commons. 

In all these ages of extortion, cruelty, and per- 
secutions of all kinds, the patient endurance of the 
Jews has never been exhausted. In their sad 
history all nations must acknowledge they have 
been bright examples of order and submission to 
the laws of the countries of their adoption ; though 
from the rigour with which they are governed in 
the several communities according to their own laws, 
they are seldom arraigned before other tribunals. 

In Turkey especially they have been minutely 
described^ as living under an elective hierarchy; 
which, being tolerated by the Porte, shields them 

* This b entered into very fully in a work entitled ** Con- 
stantinople,** New York, 1838. Attributed to Com. Porter. 
(Appendix, K. 1.) 
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from much oppression, while it saves the Turkish 
goyermnent a great deal of trouble. 

Though an elective government, the common 
people have very little liberty of thought or action. 
They are obliged to pay blind obedience to the 
Rabbis ; whose principal object being to reduce every 
thing to the letter of the law, they repress all kinds 
of luxury and indulgence ; so that the masses are 
deprived of enjoyment in this world, while clinging 
with vague hope to the future. 

" The study of the Talmud instead of the Bible 
has led to tlie grossest ignorance and superstition, 
and has tended to rivet the power of the Babbis 
over the children of Israel. This has in some 
countries, especially in Austria and Poland, given 
rise to a new synagogue or school, for the purpose 
of emancipation from both Bible and Talmud." * 

The grand total of the children of Israel all over 
the world, according to the Weimar Geographical 
Ephemcris, is stated to be about 2,700,000 before 
1829. 

The whole Jewish population of Palestine is 
reckoned at 12,000 ; of which about 7000 were said 
to inhabit Jerusalem (in 1839).* Mr. Van der Velde 

^ Appendix, K. 2. 

' Mission of the Scotch Church to the Jews, vol. i. p. 252. 
(Appendix, K. 3.) 
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ssLjB, that in 1852 there were 10,000 Jews in Je- 
rusalem. Bartlett gave, from ** the best authority," 
the number of the Scphardim, or rayah Jews of 
the Spanish race, as nearly 6000, and the Ash- 
kenazim, or foreign Jews, about 5000, in 1853.* 

The greater part of them are elderly people, 
who have come in the hope of laying their bones 
in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, and of thus avoiding 
a disagreeable subterranean journey to that place, 
whence all hope to rise at the last day. " They 
conceive that death, or even burial, within the 
bounds of the Holy Land will be attended by 
their absolution from sin," and they hope to enjoy 
there peculiar advantages at the resurrection.^ The 
population therefore docs not increase in the usual 
way by births, but is constantly kept up by 
immigration. They have but few occupations, and 
are generally in such an abject state of poverty, 
that they only subsist by the charitable contributions 
from Hebrew communities in the various parts of 
the world. They receive the least from England, 
except on the recent occasion when they were 
reduced to the greatest extremities of suffering.' 

' Jerusalem Revisited, p. 79. 

' Lands of the Bible, vol. ii. p. 609. 

• According to Mr. Curzon, the Jews in the Holy City are 
not 80 miserably poor as generally reported ; at least he visited 
some who appeared to be rich. — Monast, in the Levant, p. 173. 
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It would be wise in the Ottoman government to 
lay aside the prejudices with which they view this 
unfortunate race^ and to encourage them to form a 
community in their original land^ now almost 
vacant, and inviting occupation. They would then, 
by becoming active and thriving, be the means of 
adding much to the strength of the empire. 

If the project which I have suggested, of making 
a new communication with India, by means of a 
ship canal through Palestine, should be carried 
out, who so proper to do the work which will 
bring commerce to the gates of Jerusalem as the 
Israelites? Who so proper to repeople the land 
of their inheritance as those to whom it is again 
promised ? An esteemed and reverend friend * has 
shown much ingenuity in deducing arguments, from 
the prophetical writers, to prove that " England will 
be the prime agent in the restoration of the Jews." 

Indeed, independently of this project, the Plain 
of Esdraelon would be the fittest part for the 
experiment of colonisation ; because it is almost 
unoccupied, and is so fertile, that, with good cul- 
tivation, there is a certainty that it would maintain 
a large population. It is associated with all their 

* Appendix, K. 4. 
VOL. II, I 
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historical recollections, as well as with the promises 
of the future; and it is sufficiently distant from 
Jerusalem to prevent the jealousy of the Turks, 
who, with their present prejudices, would not allow 
the Jews privileges in the city which they them- 
selves account holy. 

It is true that for more than 1000 years the 
Jews have ceased to cultivate the earth; for the 
simple reason that they have not possessed any 
portion of it They were aliens in every country. 
Even in their beloved Palestine the few who are 
industrious are not agriculturists. A solitary ex- 
ception was found by the reverend authors of the 
" Mission to the Jews," in a village called Bukcah, 
on Mount Naphtali, not far from Saphed, where 
they were informed ** there are about twenty Jews, 
who cultivate the ground like fellahs." 

If property were placed on a secure footing, by 
the carrying out of the Tanzimat to its full extent, 
there can be no doubt that they would joyfully 
labour to make their country again " flow with milk 
and honey." 

There are many who read the prophecies, and 
believe that the time is very near when the Jews 
shall be miraculously recalled to repossess the beau- 
tiful land of their fathers, and, as a corollary, that 
the second coming of our Lord is at hand. That^ 
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in fact^ the " beginning of the end ^ is now in opera- 
tion, and that many among us may see its consum- 
mation, when all the Jews shall be called, and the 
multitude of Israelites gathered '^from all the na- 
tions whither the Lord hath scattered them."^ I 
am anxious to avoid the presumptuous error of 
attempting to explain prophecy, not being qualified 
for it ; but the following passage seems very explicit 
as to the time and conditions of the restoration of 
the Jews to the Promised Land. 

^' And it shall come to pass, when all these things 
arc come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, 
which I have set before thee, and thou shalt call 
them to mind amongst all the nations whither the 
Lord thy God hath driven thee, and shalt return 
to the Lord thy God, and shalt obey his voice, 
according to all that I command tliee this dax/y thou 
and thy children, with all thy heart and with all 
thy soul, that then the Lord thy God will turn thy 
captivity, and have compassion on thee, and will 
return and gather thee from all the nations whither 
the Lord thy God hath scattered thee."* — "And 
the Lord thy God will circumcise thy heart, and 
the hearts of thy seed.** 

> Jer. iii. 18. * Deut zxz. 1--6. 
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must be acknowledged that the number is very few ; 
I would almost say, surprisingly few. 

It is notorious that in Spain, where the greatest 
efforts were made for the conversion of the Jews, 
previously to their expulsion, the " New Christians " 
were universally considered to have accepted bap- 
tism through fear or sordid motives. They were 
proceeded against with all the malignant cruelty of 
the Inquisition as false converts. 

In Portugal, where bigotry led to the expulsion 
of the Jews, the " government caused all children of 
fourteen years of age, or under, to be taken from 
their parents and retained in the country, as fit 
subjects for a Christian education. The distress 
occasioned by this cruel edict may be well ima- 
gined. Many of the unhappy parents murdered 
their children to defeat the ordinance, and many 
laid violent hands on themselves. Faria y Sousa 
coolly remarks, that ^ it was a great mistake in King 
Emanuel to think of converting any Jew to Chris- 
tianity old enough to pronounce the name of 
Moses ! ' He fixes three years of age as the utmost 
limit'' > 

The more recent attempts do not appear to be 

^ Frescott*8 History of Ferdinand and Isabella, vol. ii.p l^t*^. 
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more successfuL In Jerusalem great exertions 
have been made by pious men since 1820 ; but the 
first native Jew who was awakened there was 
Babbi Joseph^ in September^ 1838.^ 

Mr. Bartlett gives an eloquent and satisfactory 
account of the progress of civilisation in Jerusalem ; 
nevertheless^ it appears that in 1853 there were not 
more than thirty- two adult proselytes in the Pro- 
testant congregation^ and nineteen catechiunens.^ 

It does not appear that much progress is made 
in other places; for instance^ at Cracow^ with a 
population of 22^000 Jews« only fifleen have been 
baptized by the Lutheran minister in several years 
("of late years ">» 

Mr. Van der Velde says : " The practical results 
of the efforts of the missionaries among them are 
at present (1852) little more apparent than they 
were some years ago at the commencement of their 

difficult labours If I may be allowed 

candidly to state my impression^ I must say I do 
not find the condition of the proselytes answer the 
favourable impression which I had been led to form 
from the Missionary Reports."^ 

' Misvion to the Jews. * Jerusalem Rerisited, p. 29« 

* Mission to the Jews, vol. ii. p. 305. 
« Van der Velde, toI. iL pp. 212. 214. 
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It might therefore be asked of these pious and 
enthusiastic men who still devote themselves to this 
disappointing task^ whether, reviewing the results of 
their labours, thej can conscientiouslj believe that 
the blessing of God is upon them ? or whether the 
painful conviction does not sometimes arise in their 
minds, that the conversion to Christianity of the 
dispersed children of Israel seems, by the very small 
amount of success which rewards the present exer- 
tions, to be intended to be brought about by other 
means ? That, in fact, it is more likely to follow, than 
to precede the restoration to Palestine. 

The decrees which have been promulgated in the 
Scriptures will not be left to chance for their fulfil- 
ment; but He who gave them has appointed the 
means, and by those the ends will be attained, what- 
ever efforts man may make to promote or to thwart 
them, according to His own will. If they be not in 
accordance with that will they cannot succeed. 

It seems to me, therefore, — and I say it with 
deference to those who have devoted so much time 
and labour to the task, — that some other method 
should be tried which may in the end accomplish the 
purpose they have at heart. For it may be by the 
agency of man that the work will be done, and the 
only and silent miracle may be, that men's hearts will 
be stirred up to do it. 
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In my humble judgment^ the most obvious way in 
which the object may best be carried out is by a 
combination of the exertions of those who are most 
concerned in it. The present action of the parties 
appears to be antagonistic and anomalous. 

Christians believe that the Jewish race^ through 
whom they have their Salvation^ are intended in the 
" fulness of time " to receive the same blessings — to 
be called into the same fold by the same Shepherd ; 
and yet, while they devote time, money, and labour 
to aid in promoting this, they appear to despise the 
objects of their solicitude, and never think of calling 
in their assistance for their own work. 

Jews, who in all their trials and adversities cling 
to the hope of Salvation, equally despise the 
Christians who in their way arc affectionately work- 
ing for their benefit ; and they reject their coopera- 
tion. 

Extremes meet; and it seems to me that there 
are points in which Christian and Jew might com- 
bine. 

A common point between them is the belief in a 
Messiah ; but the divergence caused by the way in 
which it is understood by each is wide almost as the 
Antipodes. The one feels, and cherishes comfort in 
the belief, that He is already come ; the other sits 
in great tribulation^ awaiting His cooung. 
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The Messiah Jesus Christ, who came and was 
received by Gentiles, and was rejected by His own 
people, is still to come to them, and ^' will circmncise 
their hearts." It may be that their conversion will 
be the coming of the Messiah which they look for, 
but as yet do not understand ; and it may be, that 
this coming or conversion is not to take place 
until afler their recall ; which, according to the pro- 
phecy (Deut XXX. 3, 4.) can only be after their 
return to the pure law as given through Moses. 
Another point, on which Jew and Christian must 
meet after wide divergence from the same point ; — 
both are equally firm in their faith in prophecy, and, 
though reading it variously, both will admit that the 
true interpretation can be but one. Therefore they 
might easily concur in following convergent lines 
that may lead to that one point, the understanding of 
which they must look to God alone to grant. 

Thus the wealthy and enlightened Jew might 
well combine with pious Christians to promote the 
immigration of his poorer and weaker brethren to 
such part of Palestine as may be most suitable; 
either the Plain of Esdraelon, or the equally fertile 
and more neglected provinces beyond the Jordan, 
which Gad, Reuben, and Manasseh were contented 
to receive as the portion of their inheritance ; and to 
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fit them for such happy restoration by instruction in 
the spirit of the Law of Moses ; it being presumed 
that the letter ^ which was calculated for their pecu- 
liar circumstances at the time it was given^ and with 
reference to the condition of the surrounding nations^ 
may admit of such modifications as will sympathise 
with the circumstances and conditions of the present 
day; so that ^'a burden be not cast upon them 
greater then they can bear." ( Acts^ xv. 28.) Against 
the course^ thus suggested it may possibly be urged^ 
that I would endeavour to do^ by human means 
and secondary causes^ that which many expect to be 
accomplished by the direct and visible interposition 
of the Deity. 

If the whole remnant of Israel is to be simulta- 
neously restored to the Holy Land^ it will indeed be 



1 ** The more enlightened the Jew becomes, the less credible 
will it appear that the Uniycrsal Father intended an exclusive 
religion, confined to one family among the races of man, to be 
permanent; the more evident that the faith which embraces 
the whole human race within the sphere of its benevolence is 
alone adapted to a more advanced and civilised age. On the 
other hand, Christianity, to work anj change on the hereditary 
religious pride of the Jew, on his inflexible confidence In his 
unalienable privileges, must put off the hostile and repulsive 
aspect which it has too long worn ; it must show itself as the 
faith of reason, of universal peace and goodwill to man, and 
thus unanswerably prove its descent from the allwise and all- 
merciful Father.**— Dr. MUnua^ p. 418. 
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an astounding miracle ; but I apprehend, from the 
words of the prophet, that such will not be the 
method of the gathering. For it is said (Isa. xxvii. 
12.), ** And ye shall be gathered together one by 
one, O ye children of Israel." 

Again ( Jer. iii. 14.) ; "And I take you one of a city, 
and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion." 

Thus, to my humble judgment it appears, that 
the restoration of the Israelites is to be by gradual 
means : and so God may command the intervention 
of secondary agents ; for He " in the moral govern- 
ment of the world never does in an extraordinary 
way that which can be equally effected in an ordi- 
nary." And so those who may assist in diffusing a 
better instruction and understanding of the Law and 
the Prophets, in enlightening the minds by sound 
education, and in aiding the restoration of the chosen 
people to the land of Promise, will be as the " fishers " 
and the "hunters" of the Lord, (Jer. xvi. 16.) 
^' Behold I will send for many fishers, saith the Lord, 
and they shall fish them ; and after will I send for 
many hunters, and they shall hunt them from every 
mountain, and from every hill, and out of the holes 
of the rocks." 

And yet a modern author of " The Jew and his 
Times," says, " This is the alternative, there exists no 
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Other : — If Judaism is a Divine institution^ then is it 
destined to educate the timeSy but not to be educated 
by them.'* > 

If such be the general feeling of the nation^ they 
will reject all temporal means which may even be 
instruments appointed by God^ and they must remain 
the scorn and the opponents of civilisation. 

In reading the ** signs of the times ** some con- 
sider the existence of the Turkish Empire an 
obstacle to the restoration of the Jews. Conse- 
quently, its destruction is predicted and earnestly 
looked for. It may, however, be an important in- 
strument in the hands of Providence to bring about 
the desired end ; in the benefits of which that 
empire may be destined to share. It is clear that 
they have held the inheritance of the chosen people 
till, by the diminution of their niunbers, they are no 
longer able to occupy it ; and thus it is prepared in 
one sense for the return of its original possessors. 
The Mohammedans having in this way fulfilled their 
mission, may have their reward in the fusion of the 
sons of Ishmdel with the other sons of Abraham. 

One result of the struggle, which is now pending 
for the independence of Turkey, will be the breaking 

^ The Jewish Chron. March 9th, 1855. 
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down of the fanaticism which has so long looked with 
contempt and abhorrence both on Jew and Chris- 
tian.^ Men's minds even in that country will be 
opened to see more liberal views in the Koran than 
those which have fostered such feelings. Teachers 
may arise^ even among the Ulema^ and preach charity 
from the very book which has hitherto closed their 
hearts against it; and so an approach may be made 
to the " One Fold." 



^ The cause of the peculiar hatred the Mussulman entertains 
for the Jew may be traced to the mortification of Mohammed 
on finding hb overtures to the Jews of the Desert not only 
slighted, but treated with insult. Hence his denunciations : — 

** Thou shalt surely find the most violent of all men, in 
enmity agunst the true believers to be the Jews; and thou 
shalt surely find those among them to be the most inclinable 
to entertain friendship for the true believers who say, * We are 
Christians.* ** — Sale's Koran^ ch. v. p. 147. 
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CHAP. IV. 

BERtjT TO SKANDERJIX. 

Project for exploring Cilicia. — Our Dragoman in a " Fix." — The 
Lebanon Mountains. — Hospitality of a Prince. — A Noble 
Family. — Rugged Roads and worse Weather. — Lions. — The 
Tantura. — The Beautiful Oti. — Ungallant Behaviour. — The 
Road more rugged. — The Jesr el Ilagar. — Tumeresque 
Scenery. — A noble Source and Cascade. — Bad Night's Rest 
among the Cattle. — The Cedars. — Ruins of a Temple. — A 
fine Valley. — Adonis. — A difficult Mountain Pass. — The 
Town of JebaTl. — The Castle and Port. — Tripoli. — Embark 
for Ruad. 

The wish to explore some part of Cilicia^ hitherto 
unvisiied^ having been frustrated by the failure of 
the steamer " Grand Turk " at the island of Rhodes 
last autiunn, we resolved to take advantage of being 
at Beriit in springs the most favourable time of the 
year for such a journey ; especially as several objects 
of interest were to be seen on the route thithen 

The first of these was a natural bridge, high up 
in the mountains of Lebanon, said to be of much 
grandeur, and to be surrounded by wild and beautiful 
scenery. Moreover, it had been noticed by very 
few travellers. 
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As Cilicia is not in the usual track of tourists^ there 
was difficulty in finding a dragoman who knew 
the country. At length, after much inquiry, one 
offered himself, who had, as he said, traversed it 
in all directions with an Austrian ; he also professed 
to be well acquainted with the mountainous parts of 
Syria as well as with the towns. 

Unfortunately, when we had arranged with him, 
a creditor, hearing that he was about to leave Beriit, 
caused him to be arrested for a debt he had incurred 
by being out of employment. This would of course 
have increased by remaining so, and yet the fear of 
losing sight of his debtor, though he left his wife 
and children behind him, induced the creditor to 
deprive him of the means of paying it 

Poor Jusfif made out a very good case ; and there 
was something in his manner so prepossessing, such 
an honest bearing and simple tale, that I paid the 
debt for him; amounting to 400 piastres (nearly 
4/.), to be considered as wages in advance. He gave 
me no reason to repent this little act of confidence. 

Another and a greater difficulty remained, — to 
find the means of conveyance. As there were 
many travellers In the town, horses were in great 
request ; and the muleteers coquetted and played 
false accordingly. Jusdf at last secured a mukri, 
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who undertook to let us have three good riding 
horses for ourselves and dragoman^ and two mules 
for the luggage* We had been so much over- 
charged by our former dragoman, that I engaged 
Jusef at a dollar per day wages, and we were to 
find everything ourselves. The horses and mules were 
to be paid for at twelve piastres per diem ; and two 
days and a half " return fare. " Of this they required 
two days in advance, which we were obliged to pay.* 

March 21th. At length we were able to get 
away at about half-past eight in the morning ; with 
beautiful weather. 

We forded the river of Beriit close to the fine 
Roman bridge of seven arches. It is of course 
injured by time; but no one dreams that it might 
be repaired. The pleasant breeze which accom- 
panied us soon freshened to a south-west gale, 
in our favour, though it brought clouds of sand, 
which soon blotted the town from our view. 
Riding along the sandy beach we passed the 
remains of an English brig that was wrecked last 
year, having got embayed. At eleven o'clock we 

* By thU management the expenses of the journey through 
North Syria (twenty days), were less than half of those in South 
Syria and to Kgypt, when we agreed with a dmgoman for a 
certain sum per day. 
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came to the rocky promontory which separates 
North and South Syria. It projecta into the sea 
something like the " Ladder of Tyre," but not so lofty. 
The road is near the sea, steep and difficult. 

We there visited the remarkable sculptures on 
rocks above the road. The principal figures, resem- 
bling those on the Nineveh marbles, are cut in low 
relief, presenting the left side to the spectator. The 
right hand of one is held up, with something in it; 
the arm bent at right angles ; the left arm is across 
the body ; on the head is a conical cap ; the beard 
long and in formal curls ; a long tunic descends to 
the feet, which are not seen, or if sculptured, they 
are not distinguishable on account of the weather- 
worn state of the stone. An inscription in cunei- 
form characters covers all the stone, from the waist of 
the figures downwards ; but it is so nearly obliterated 
from the same cause, that we could with great diffi- 
culty copy a few of the characters behind one of 
them. This, however, is of no importance, as ex- 
cellent casts have been taken by the indefatigable 
exertions of Mr, Bonomi. They are deposited in 
the British Museum. 

We found the figures cut in three places in the 
rock, in slightly excavated niches, with circular heads 
and round mouldings. By the side of two of these 
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is a tablet larger than the niche, with a sort of Doric 
entablature. At first nothing was visible on it but 
the marks of the tooth of time. After having 
attentively considered it for some time, each was 
found to have two small figures of Egyptian cha- 
racter ; one making an offering to the other, as with 
the Egyptian Phrahs, to their gods. On one of the 
tablets the king has his legs stretched out, as in 
quick motion ; and the arms like those on the pro- 
pylae at Edfii Philse, &c. The four figures are in- 
cised like those of Egyptian monuments. 

When seen from a distance we fancied that the 
greater part of these tablets were covered with in- 
scriptions; but on approaching all was lost in the 
" honey-combed " marks of age. When the rays of 
the sun fall at a certain angle, they may be detected 
if any exist. 

Descending from these ancient sculptures, — which 
no doubt are records of deeds which in their day filled 
the world with admiration, or dismay and misery, 
— there is a very fine view, looking up the River 
Nahr el Kelb *, flowing through a narrow ravine 
from the lofty Lebanon mountains, which are seen 
in the background. In the middle distance the 

' The Ljciu, or Dog Riyer of the ancients. 
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river 18 spanned by a good bridge of one large 
arch and two small ones, built by Fakr ed Din. In 
the foreground, the rocky and rugged road was 
made more picturesque by a party of ten Howara, 
or irregular soldiers, armed in various ways, with 
muskets, pistols, or long lances. Altogether I 
never saw a subject in nature more truly in the 
style of Salvator Rosa. The soldiers having been 
disbanded, were seeking service; and from their 
appearance, and the furtive glances which they cast 
on us, it would not perhaps be doing them much 
injustice if we had suspected them of wicked 
thoughts in reference to our wallets. They seemed 
just as likely to enlist for subverters as for sup- 
porters of order. We had to ford the river, which 
was rapid ; and at one time I made up my mind 
for a ducking ; and even drowning was within pro- 
bability, for one of my feet had caught in the 
stirrup while I was preparing for a fall. 

N. B. Always disengage your feet from the stir- 
rup before commencing the ford of a rapid river ; 
especially if you are a bad horseman. 

Soon after noon we left the sea coast, and turned 
eastward towards the mountains. 

Several hills before us were picturesquely crowned 
with convents ; especially one seated on a precipice 
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overlooking a deep ravine and river where the 
Patriarch of the Maronites resides during the winter 
season. This convent was rendered famous by the 
atrocious imposture of Hindia; a pretended saint, 
who gained many proselytes before her abominable 
practices were detected. 

At 1.30 we passed through the village of Zuk, 
where the greater part of the beautiful embroidery 
sold at Benit is made. After this we fairly entered 
upon the Lebanon mountains, by the best route, at 
this part, through which they can be penetrated. 
Before losing sight of the sea, we had an extraor- 
dinary view of the western face of the mountain 
range in long profile ; extending as far as the eye 
could reach, having a uniform outline descending 
rapidly to the sea. 

At Antura (Pococke calls it Ontua) we visited a 
handsome Latin convent ; which had been rebuilt by 
the liberality of a French bishop. Attached to it is a 
college of Lazarists, much frequented by Maronite 
youths of this district. We rode along a precipitous 
ridge commanding a fine view of the deep and fertile 
valley of the Nahr el Kelb, with the village of Bek- 
faiah on the heights above it A part of the ridge is 
sandstone ; on which is a small patch of pine-trees. 

We met the sheikh of the village of Ajeltiin 

JL 8 
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(Ajalton, according to Pococke), surrounded by at- 
tendants. He was very well dressed, and bore the 
evident stamp of a well-bred man in the courteous 
manner of his salute, and the apparent sincerity with 
which he prayed us to alight at his house. As he 
was going down the mountain, we thanked him 
without feeling the necessity of making the ungra- 
cious return of refusing his hospitality ; which, had he 
been there to have received us, we should have done, 
as it is not advisable to accept such offers when one 
is not prepared with suitable presents, which are 
generally expected. 

We arrived at Ajeltiin at 4.45, and pitched our 
tents on a good sward ; and were soon surrounded by 
the villagers, some of whom were well dressed ; espe- 
cially one who was pre-eminent not only in this, but 
in person and in manners. His pipe-stem seemed to 
be rather inconvenient for a peripatetic smoker, being 
the flexible shoot of a wild rose, freshly cut, and 
about six feet in length. The son of this gentleman 
was sent for to interpret the animated speeches and 
gestures, which we could not understand. 

The youth came in great haste ; and earnestly en- 
treated us not to sleep in the tent, as the night in 
these lofty regions would be very cold ; but to do his 
father the honour of accepting his hospitality. We 
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now felt the consequences of dissimulation in not 
having frankly accepted or refused the former invita- 
tion; and perhaps added to the dilemma by the want 
of tact in telling our new acquaintance of it He, 
however, denied that the first was the chief of the 
village, asserting that he himself was the Prince of all 
the district. The fact was, the first was the Druse 
sheikh, and the second the Maronite chief. After 
many excuses and refusals, and as the first did not 
make his appearance to assert his prior claim, we re- 
luctantly accepted the proffered kindness, which had 
all the air of disinterested patriarchal hospitality; 
and having made arrangements with Jus(jf, we fol- 
lowed the Prince to his house, which was large, 
surrounding a court into which all the rooms looked. 
We were led into a spacious saloon, plastered and 
white-washed, with a tinge of yellow. The timbered 
roof was black with smoke; which, by way of apology, 
was said to be unavoidable. This truly was mani- 
fest, as there was no chimney to carry off the fumes 
of a charcoal fire burning in a small mud-made fire- 
place in the middle of the room ; round which, close 
to the walls, were spread mats with mattresses and 
cushions. We were led to those in the centre, the 
place of honour. The master of the house having 
declared that all we saw was our property, seated 

K 4 
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himself next to us, and beyond him were some other 
gentlemen, apparently belonging to the family. 

The unveiled ladies were ranged along the end of 
the room ; and some, the youngest, were very pretty. 
All had brilliant eyes, and all were vigorously plying 
the narguileh while furtively watching us. 

Pipes, sherbet, and coffee were handed round. 
Our ride had given us an appetite for more sub- 
stantial things, which were very long in making 
their appearance ; as a whet, however, which we did 
not require after the sweet, invigorating draughts of 
mountain air we had inhaled, raw vegetables, sweet- 
meats, and fruits were brought in a tray, and placed 
on a little table just high enough for us to sit at 
cross-legged. The son did the honours by peeling 
walnuts, which he stuck in the sweetmeats, and 
pointed out the proper order in which they were to 
be eaten. 

When this table was removed, pipes were again 
brought, and then began a series of questions, 
through the young Prince ; who, having been edu- 
cated at the Catholic college of Antura, spoke 
French very tolerably. 

They were at first personal, as regarding our 
rank, &c. ; the rest principally related to the govern- 
ment and constitution of England, about which 
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they were very inquisitive. The departure of 
Colonel Rose from Syria was spoken of with deep 
regret^ and many encomiums were passed on him^ 
"their best friend," and great hopes were ex- 
pressed that another Colonel Rose might be sent to 
them* The Prince spoke with pride of having 
served in the campaign with Sir Charles Napier; 
taking care to appropriate to himself the principal 
share in the conduct of it 

The family of our host consists of one son, 
named Daher, our interpreter, a fine, intelligent 
youth about seventeen years of age ; and two 
beautiful daughters, about fifteen and twelve. 

His name is Mansur Ibrahim. He is the head 
of the family or tribe Kazain, which dates about 
four hundred years, by firman. It numbers three 
hundred men, who intermarry with no other tribe, 
even of noble blood, in order to maintain the ho- 
nour of their house ; which, however, in the opinion 
of persons of less exclusive ideas, becomes thereby 
much degenerated, both physically, morally, and 
especially as to worldly advantages; for many 
of these proud scions of a questionable nobility 
gain their livelihood by menial service in foreign 
countries. This family formerly possessed all the 
villages from Djuni to the mountains; but much 
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has been sold to peasants, and much has been given 
to convents. 

The land is cultivated at half-profit; the land- 
lord provides implements and pays the tributes, 
with the exception of the kharatch. 

Silk and com only are sent to market ; the rest 
is consumed on the farm ; from which but a bare 
subsistence is derived for both parties. The peasants 
do nothing in the winter, and but little during the 
spring and the summer. The lords of the soil 
do nothing all the year round but smoke, and some- 
times hunt or shoot. Improvements of any kind 
are never thought of; partly from want of capital, 
but more through absence of energy. Many were 
the inquiries made of me as to the possibility of 
raising money in England ; but the necessity for 
providing sufficient security does not enter their 
heads. They have, however, a mine of wealth in 
the silk-worm ; which would be very productive 
with a little more industry and care in the cul- 
tivation. 

Daher is very anxious to go to England ; but, as 
he is an only son, his ftither will be unwilling to 
part with him ; and I could not learn that this 
Prince, or Emir, although he has so large a terri- 
tory, would be able to provide funds for a journey 
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of such a duration as might be beneficial. There can 
be no doubt, however, that it would be a very de- 
sirable thing for the sons of great proprietors to 
travel, in order to see what may be done by the 
energies of a free people. We had now been 
several hours talking, and at intervals speculating 
between ourselves on the probability of having a 
dinner; for which we yearned. At length it was 
brought in, at seven o'clock. Before sitting at table, 
however, the youngest daughter presented each of us 
with a rose. The ladies having previously supped, 
had the pleasure of looking on. The male part of 
the family, that is, Mansur Ibrahim, his two brothers 
Assadi and Maron, and Dahcr, drew round the low 
table, as before, with ourselves ; and on this im- 
portant occasion we were provided with forks ; the 
rest had skewers, with which all plunged into the 
same dishes. The supper was abundant, though 
but little to our taste. When we had done eating, 
Mansur proposed the health of our noble Queen, 
afterwards that of Colonel Rose. He next did honour 
to ourselves. After each toast a song on the same 
subject was improvised. I gave as a toast ** The 
prosperity of the family Kazam ; " but had no song 
for the occasion, and the company seemed disposed 
to accept an apology with better grace than an 
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attempt would have merited. After these courte- 
sies, we took a decided lead in the manifestation of 
somniferous tendencies ; in which also they concurred, 
less perhaps from politeness than compulsion ; proving 
that we all felt we had enjoyed as much of each other's 
company as we could bear for one sitting. We were 
led by the Emir to a clean room, where good beds 
with embroidered sheets were laid on the ground. 
We were not long in accommodating ourselves to 
them after the fatigues of the ride in the morning, 
and of the supper in the evening. We slept soundly 
till the dawn of day, — 

April 28M, — which was stormy ; and Daher tried 
to urge us to wait for better weather, as he said 
it would be very cold in the mountains. There 
was, however, some little prospect of its clearing 
up; and his solicitations were unheeded. This 
young chief had fallen much in our estimation by 
the unmistakeable proofs that he was speculating 
on the amount of bakshish we might be disposed to 
give. I even heard the hated word pronounced* 
or pass between him and the servant who had 
done the very little waiting we required. The 
great and frequent praises which were lavished 
by all the party on English fowling-pieces, pistols, 
gunpowder, &c., were as near to a request as could 
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decently be made. Unfortunately, I had but such 
as were sufficient for my own wants; and powder 
was so scarce at Beriit, that I had only been able 
to purchase a very small quantity, and no shot. I 
therefore made it convenient to consider these as 
common-place remarks, in the ordinary course of 
conversation ; and that I could not offer any trifling 
article, which I might have dispensed with, without 
running the risk of offending the "honour of the 
family," in payment for the entertainment we had 
received. I resolved, however, never again to give 
up the better cheer and better lodging of the tent 
for such questionable hospitality; especially when 
the master should assure me that I was ^' mistaken 
in calling it his house ; for it was mine and all that 
belonged to him." Jusef afterwards said that the 
inducement for such a pressing and apparently cor- 
dial invitation was the hope that we might turn 
out to be some very great people in disguise, tra- 
velling about for no other purpose than to dis- 
tribute valuable and disproportioned gifts; which 
accounts for the frequent interrogations we had 
to answer with respect to our exact rank, and 
whether we were not princes in our own country. 

The dollar which I gave the servant was there- 
fore a great disappointment to the master, if not 
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to the man ; for they both went off abruptly on 
receiving it. I must^ however, do Daher the justice 
to say, that though he did not wait for the moment 
of departure to say his adieu, he pressed us strongly 
to return if the weather should prove bad. A few 
minutes after eight o'clock we proceeded in our 
journey towards the mountains, contrary to JusSf s 
advice, as well as that of our young friend. 

The road was very rugged, among isolated rocks, 
though in sitUy and showing their stratification, 
as if the whole country had been torn by prodigious 
torrents. 

" Their rocky summits, split and rent, 

Formed turret, dome, or battlement ; 

Or seem'd fantasticallj set 

With cupola or minaret.** 

Lady of the Lake, 

We had not gone far when Daher's predictions were 
verified; and, after braving two or three showers, 
we were obliged to take shelter in a house in the 
village of Klahart; where, as we had not to yield 
to pressing offers of hospitality, there was no fear 
of offending the " honour of the house " by a fair 
remuneration for what we might require, and where 
we were received without the suspicion of being 
princes in disguise. 
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The house was large, and, like the generality 
in this country, built on the slope of the hill ; so that 
there is only one floor at the back, and two in front ; 
that below being occupied by the cattle, farming 
implements, &c. 

The upper story has in front a large portico or 
vestibule open to the south, with seven Gothic arches 
on two ranges of pillars, the capital of each having 
different ornaments. Four rooms open into this 
portico, and there are others at the end. One room 
is occupied by the proprietor, a widow, and her 
family ; the others by servants, and the peasants who 
cultivate the land, all huddled together in the most 
higgledy-piggledy style. Jusef had just secured, by 
agreement, two of the rooms for us, when a man 
came in, a cousin of the Kazains, who pressed us, 
with great importunity, to go to the ^^ better ^ ac- 
commodation of his house ; which of course he de- 
clared was our property. We resisted all his bland- 
ishments ; and he seemed resolved to make up for 
the disappointment on his part, and the disadvantage 
on ours, by promising to give us the benefit of all 
his spare time ; which was within a very small 
fraction of the whole of it. 

Our new friend was communicative as well as 
inquisitive. His acquirements in language was 
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limited to a little French, which he had gained at the 
** college " of Ajeltiln ; and he was very desirous of 
adding English, in order that he might obtain a 
good post with some Englishman ; a prince of course, 
though, to the disgrace of the house of Kazain, he 
had served in a menial capacity in Constantinople. 
The fact was, he was ready to accept anything, in 
the hope of making it a stepping-stone to fortune. 
An enterprising genius is indeed lost in these moun- 
tains, where the chief care is to secure a subsist- 
ence. He professed to know Syria well ; and gave 
a similar account, with respect to these mountains, 
to that Ve had received of those at Marmorice, 
on the southern shore of Asia Minor; namely, that 
the so-called lion is found in them, or rather the 
caplan, which is generally thought to be a leopard. 
He, however, positively asserted tliat there are both 
lions and tigers. He said, " A short time since, some 
shepherds, who had taken refuge in a house or build- 
ing with their flocks, saw two of these animals fight ; 
that is, two distinct species or kinds ; and the tiger 
was the conqueror." The day before our arrival a 
child had been struck on the neck, and much scratched 
by one, but was rescued by some men. Another 
child, carrying a large bundle of sticks, fell under 
the load with fright, on seeing a caplan; which 
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commenced scratching to remove the sticks^ and had 
nearly succeeded in reaching the child, when he was 
driYen away by some men. The child now lies very 
ill from the fright. These accounts are perhaps 
repetitions of the same story ; but it is pretty well 
known that lions have been recently seen in the 
southern parts of Mesopotamia, and that they for- 
merly inhabited the forests of Kurdistan.* 

The lady of the house, a very fat representative 
of the noble family of Kazain, is one of the few 
remaining of the Maronite women who preserve the 
ancient custom of wearing the Tantura, or horn, on 
the forehead. Hers was the first good specimen we 
had seen. She promised to allow me to make a 
sketch of it ; but was too fat and lazy to sit up, and it 
was constantly deferred. It is never taken off even 
for sleeping. I caught her napping, with the horn 
propped up in the corner of the window-frame, in a 



' " The lion is now rarely found on the banks of the Tigris 
as far north as Mosul, or even above Bagdad. That it was 
originally an inhabitant of the country there can be no doubt. 
From the earliest period it was considered the noblest of game. 

The lion of the sculptures is furnished with a long 

and bushy mane. It has been doubted whether the animal 
which still inhabits the country has this noble appendage ; but 
I have seen more than one on the banks of the Karoon provided 
with it. It has a peculiarity in the claw at the extremity of 
the tail.** — Layards Niitevehj vol. ii. p. 427. 

VOL. II. L 
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very uncomfortable position ; but she was obliged to 
pay thus dearly for her antique vanity. 

The bom is about twenty inches in length, and 
three in diameter at the base ; tapering^ so as to be 
much smaller at the upper end. It is made of thin 
gold^ or silver gilt^ with filligree ornaments in front 
and precious stones. It is attached to a pad^ or 
cushion^ on the forehead^ and secured by a strap 
round the back of the head. 

The discomfort of this custom^ which would seem 
never to have been felt during the thousands of 
years that it has been in vogue, is now acknowledged^ 
as few young women will submit to it ; and in another 
generation the ** horn " will cease to be " exalted." 

To console me for the disappointment, the beau- 
tiful young Oti, her niece, who was said to be ill in 
bed, got up from it all " a tauntOy^ that is, dressed, and 
put on her best attire for me to exercise on her, my 
small amount of skill. 

The room was very dark, and blinding with smoke 
from a fire made with wet wood, which alone would 
have been a sufficient excuse for failure^ with even 
better talent ; but, in addition, the fair Oti was in 
continual motion, either to put herself in a better 
attitude, to coquet with her friends, or to watch the 
progress of the work, interrupting mc with directions 
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about the oval of her lovely face, the arch of the eye- 
brows, and the thinness of her delicate and aristocratic 
nose. Pointing with her little taper finger to the 
colour-box, she frequently told me to put plenty 
of red in her richly coloured cheeks and coral lips, 
so that there was small blame to her taste for being 
dissatisfied with my production. I, however, made 
up for all deficiencies by telling her that it was 
not in the power of art to do justice to her beauty. 
In which, indeed, I was not far wrong; she was 
a lovely creature of fifteen. My compliment un- 
fortunately made her wish to possess the portrait ; 
which, though more of a libel than a likeness, 
was useful to me as a memorandum of the cos- 
tume, as well as something of a reminiscence of a 
Syrian beauty. I therefore was ungallant enough, 
on both accounts, to resist all her entreaties ; but 
promised a better one for her.* When I was off my 
guard, the cunning little rogue snatched it out of my 
portfolio ; which obliged me to have recourse to gentle 
force, after a long and amusing search and struggle, 
to which her aunt and the lookers on instigated me, 
I somewhat reconciled her to the loss by pointing 
to the fact, which she was not willing to deny, that 

^ I kept my wor«1, and made a copy for her ; but had no 
opportunity of sending it. 

L 2 
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I had not made her cheeks red enough, nor her 
eyes bright enough; though I might be able to 
approach a little nearer to her perfections when I 
had more time and rosy tints to bestow on them. I 
was sorry, however, to see her pouting her little 
lips when I made my adieux. 

Saturdayy 29^A, The morning was cloudy, after 
a great deal of rain in the night ; but showed some 
symptoms of clearing up. We started at nine 
o'clock over rocks becoming more rugged as we 
ascended. The isolated blocks had been worn by 
the action of the weather to sharp pinnacles, 
furrowed deeply by floods of rain on their per- 
pendicular sides. In some places a capping, like a 
table, was left on the apex of the crag. The 
difl&culty of the road increased with the wildness of 
the mountain scenery. In the neighbouring valley 
of the Nahr el Kelb, into which we looked from 
the heights, there are some fine cliffs rising from 
deep ravines. We descended to the upper part of 
this Wady ; and obtained a lodging in the poor 
village of Fariiit at 1.50, the weather being very 
threatening. At four o'clock it cleared a little; 
and, taking a guide while Jus^f was preparing our 
dinner, we crossed the valley, fording a rapid stream, 
and ascended the opposite mountain, in search of 
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the natural bridge of Jesr el Hagar (or Rock Bridge), 
the principal object of this part of the journey. 

The road was very difficult ; we had to ford 
torrents and to surmount two ranges of cliffs. A 
little snow was in our path. After some toil in 
scrambling over the rocks, in many places obliged 
to lead the horses, we came to a stupendous na- 
tural arch, forced by the former action of the river 
through the upper range of cliffs. The torrent is 
not now visible, as it is excavating for itself another 
passage through the rocks lower down, where it 
precipitates itself from the hole thus formed, which 
the badness of the weather would not permit us to 
explore. Intense gloom hung about the chasm of 
the bridge ; through which, and through the driving 
clouds above, occasional peeps were had of the 
snowy fields of the higher range of mountains. 
Many fine waterfalls descended from the opposite 
mountains. All was in harmony with the deep 
music of nature — the gloom, the storm, and the 
roaring cataracts. Altogether it was one of the 
wildest Alpine scenes I had ever beheld. It has, I 
believe, been rarely visited. We reached our cottage 
at dusk, having been about an hour in going and 
the same in returning, with a little time for a 
hurried and im{>crfect sketch of this very fine 

L 3 
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cavern. At six o'clock, therm. 55**, the aneroid at the 
village indicated a height of 4803 feet; but as I 
had no corresponding observations by a standard 
barometer, and as the weather was very unsettled, I 
doubted my little friend the aneroid. However, the 
reading of the instrument the following morning 
(^Sunday, SOth), with very beautiful weather, differing 
very little from the observation of last night, makes 
it probable, that the elevation here given, is not far 
from the truth. 

If it had been possible, we should have crossed 
the mountains at the head of the Wady, to Akura, 
and then might have been able to reach '^ The 
Cedars ^ on our way this morning ; but the rain, 
which yesterday and during the night fell so 
heavily with us, was a great accession of snow to the 
higher regions. We therefore were obliged to take 
a lower road, ascending the range on the right of 
the Wady. The mukris did not know the way, and 
stopped to inquire at some cottages in the village 
Kharajih, where no one was to be found but infants 
taking care of babies. All the people were at 
church, and we were obliged to wait till morning 
mass was over, before we could get put in the 
right road. At 8*10 we crossed a brow to another 
valley ; then a torrent; and the road passed round 
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the crest of a steep mountain, with snow in many 
places below us. Many ravines from this take a 
direction west-north-west with numerous cascades 
from the upper glaciers or masses of snow. In several 
places are fine streams gushing out from the rocks. 
On our turning a shoulder of the mountain, a splendid 
view burst on us of a very extensive valley, losing 
itself in the distance in the deep recesses of the 
Lebanon. All was in broad light, mixing up and 
rendering the details infinite by the soft blending 
of the colouring, such as the genius of Turner 
alone, could show on canvas. It is the "Wady 
El Jin, at the upper part of the Wady Nahr 
Ibrahim, which terminates at the sea near Jcbail. 
Two ranges, or perpendicular walls of cliff, encircle 
this fine valley ; one crosses it at right angles, 
cutting off all commimication between the upper 
and lower parts. From the middle of this range a 
beautiful cascade leaps at least 100 feet in one 
sheet. The higher range rests on a softer stratum, 
and is continually falling and scattering huge frag- 
ments of rock far and wide ; resembling, in one 
place, the Chaos of the Valley of Gavami in the 
Pyrenees. The rocks arc full of fossil shells. At 
1'25 we left the broad valley, and turned up a 
smaller one, communicating with it, on its left. 

L 4 
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The road was excessively difficult; the mules 
could hardly find footing on the steep sides of the 
hill, and we were frequently obliged to dismount 
and lead our horses. The mountain became more 
precipitous at every step; and we could discover 
no possibility of a passage through this gorge, which 
seemed to terminate in an amphitheatre of per- 
pendicular rocks from 500 to 800 feet high. 
Below was a roaring torrent, leaping from crag to 
crag; but whence it came we could not imagine, 
80 closed was the head of the valley. At last a 
turn of the road brought us in front of the 
most beautiful object I ever beheld, — the stream 
emerging from a large cavern at the foot of the 
perpendicular mountain, forming a succession of 
beautiful falls over ledges of rocks; and crossed, 
immediately on its exit, by a picturesque bridge 
called Nabr Nahr Ibrahim Megara. But before 
reaching this we passed, on our right, but on the left 
bank of the stream, the ruins of a building perched 
on an eminence over-looking the cascade. It is 
called a fort; but I should consider it to have been 
a ^^ Roman bathing establishment," from the con- 
struction of the walls, though the plan of them could 
not be made out. Dr. Robinson calls it the Temple 
of Venus. There is a large arched egout^ through 
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which the water from another source doubtless was 
formerly conducted. It now flows through a channel 
lower down, which it has forced. 

On a nearer approach we found many copious 
streams gushing from the base of the cliffs in this 
amphitheatre, and contributing to the grandeur of the 
principal cascade below the bridge. Passing this, we 
went up a small valley, with several pretty falls of 
water. At 3.30 we stopped at the Mutuali village 
Afka (?), composed of only a very few wretched 
hovels. After a careful scrutiny, the best house we 
could secure, promised us but very indifferent ac- 
commodation, as we had to share the only room with 
the horses, mules, and other cattle ; the man, with 
his wife and children, having kindly vacated in our 
favour. 

We had ridden eight hours this day, over a very 
fatiguing road ; yet I could not resist the desire to go 
down again to the beautiful cascade, and returned quite 
exhausted with fatigue. But in that horrid house 
there was no possibility of sleep, the odour was so 
excessively offensive. After tossing about for several 
hours, I was obliged to remove my bed to the open 
portico. My companion remained within, undis- 
turbed; though he gave occasional intimations by 
his heavy breathing, that the perfume made itself 
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palpable even to his dormant senses. The night was 
fine^ but coldj and I lay a considerable time looking 
at the bright stars and the snow-clad mountains 
before me^ till I fell into a profound and refreshing 
sleep in the pure air ; andresolyed never again to run 
the risk of fever by sleeping in such a contaminated 
atmosphere as that within. 

Monday y Zlst At daylight fine weather^ with 
a north-east wind. Therm. 58** last evening. The 
aneroid gave an elevation for this village of 4560 
feet. 

The natives were somewhat importunate this 
morning. They are the most uncivilised people we 
had met in Syria, and bear a very indifferent 
character. 

The Mutuali are a different race from those we 
had hitherto seen in the mountains. They have 
generally a very round face, short chin, with rather 
a wild appearance ; the children, however, were very 
pretty. 

The whole population of the village was grouped 
in and around our portico, watching every motion, 
and inspecting every article they could lay their 
hands on. Though differing widely from them, 
they are anxious to be thought good Turks, and 
followers of Omar ; they really are of the sect of Ali. 



A NATURAL BBIDOE. 155 

Their discomfiture last year in the neighbourhood 
of Damascus has humbled them. 

We proceeded on our journey at 6. 40 A. M. up a 
steep hill^ and soon surmounted the higher of the two 
ranges of cliffs which encircle the valley, and had 
a delightful ride along the brow, the view losing 
itself in the vast valley below us. Jusc^f recounted 
an incredible story of the sheikh of one of the neigh- 
bouring villages ; who, to escape from the wrath of 
Ibrahim Pacha, leaped over the precipice without 
being hurt; but his poor horse was killed in saving 
his master. 

The trees were here but just bursting into leaf, 
though we had left the mulberry in full foliage at 
Beriit ; while, higher up in the mountains, the bud 
is only appearing. 

At 8*10 we reached the head of the valley, where 
we had to admire a natural phenomenon similar to 
that of yesterday ; namely, a river bursting through 
a cavern at the base of the perpendicular mountain, 
with the difference, that a bridge near it, is also the 
work of nature. The volume of water that comes 
from the rock is very great. Half-way up the face 
of the cliff we observed a belt, or long horizontal 
Btrii)e of brilliant pink colouring, which at first was 
difficult to be accounted for. It proved to be the 
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blossom of wild almond trees, which have here 
found a congenial soil* 

At nine we crossed the rapid river or torrent 
Jinne, coming through a gorge in the perpendicular 
and rocky descent from a higher valley. At a short 
distance on the other bank we arrived at the village 
of Akura ; where the people said that there was too 
much snow on the mountain pass to allow us to 
cross it to " The Cedars." We were disappointed 
of the sight of these venerable trees, which have 
attracted so many pilgrims, who, influenced by 
superstitious feelings, attach to them a mysterious 
importance, hardly definable, except on the suppo- 
sition that they may possibly have been, not only 
coeval with the trees which were cut in the Le- 
banon for the construction of Solomon's Temple, 
but that they may have been part of the identical 
forest ; and there seems also to be some vague idea 
that their disappearance is in some way connected 
with prophecy, or the fullness of time. As the 
number of these venerable trees appears to be 
lessened at the visit of every traveller, they will 
soon leave no representative of that ancient and 
primeval forest. 

The identity is at best questionable; and the 
visits of those who are mere admirers of nature^ 
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would lead us to believe that the forest, of which 
these form the distinguished remains, has suffered 
the more ignoble fate of all others, and fallen 
under the ruthless axe of the fuel collector. The 
manifestly great age of the few survivors point, 
however, to the very strong probability that they 
are the last of a primeval forest ; for, although there 
are many patches of cedars scattered over the moun- 
tains, they are but in their infancy, comparatively 
speaking. They may have been planted , but such 
instances of provident care are not often seen in 
this country; the only one I know, is the plan- 
tation of fir-trees in the neighbourhood of Beriit. 

Last year we were too late by only a couple of 
days to be able to see " The Cedars ; " this year 
we were too soon by as many weeks ; but this was 
only one out of several objects of curiosity ; for the 
sake of which it was not advisable to linger, and 
thereby risk the accomplishment of the principal 
end of the journey, the idea was therefore aban- 
doned with the lessjegret; and, instead of attempt- 
ing to cross the mountain, we turned to the west- 
ward, along the right bank of the Jinne, in the 
Wady Ibrahim. The scenery in this part is the 
grandest and most beautiful we had seen in the 
Lebanon. 
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At eleven o'clock we came bj accident on the ruins 
of a sDudl temple of ancient architecture^ probably 
Boman. The walk are very well built of good 
squared blocks of limestone ; what now remains is 
perhaps about two-thirds of the original height^ but 
without any vestiges of entablature. The length 
of the building is about forty-two feet^ and its 
breadth nineteen. It is square at the west end^ 
with an apsis at the east ; which^ from the infer- 
iority and looseness of the construction^ may have 
been a recent addition on its adaptation to Chris- 
tian purposes. The lower parts of two columns are 
standing inside the building, but there are no capitals 
to identify the order to which they belonged. Two 
opposite doors in the north and south sides have 
lintels and consoles of good workmanship. 

Outside of the south door^ and attached to it^ is 
a pointed arched vault, as a porch ; most likely also 
of recent addition. At ten yards distance are the 
ruins of a large church of three aisles. Two crosses 
were in the walls ; but no inscriptions were found. 
Beyond these we saw another square building of 
small dimensions. These all possibly belonged to 
some monastic establishments. Great heaps of stones 
were lying about, marking the sites of other build- 
ings, now utterly ruined. 
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In the temple some recent attempt had been 
made to discover treasure ; which the Arabs always 
believe to be buried in ancient buildings* A priest^ 
accompanied by a party of gold-seeking Christians, 
had made excavations without success; and unfor- 
tunately they turned up nothing of interest to the 
antiquary^ in objects of art^ or inscriptions, that 
might have given some clue to the origin and pur- 
poses of tlie building. It seems next to a certainty 
that a town must have existed in this neighbour- 
hood ; being the centre almost of a wide and very 
fertile valley, though now deserted and overrun with 
brushwood; a peasant said that a town formerly 
stood here, which he called Noah. In the forests 
among these mountains the beautiful Adonis lost his 
life while hunting. The valley is a basin enclosed in 
the mountains, about ten miles in length, and four 
or five in breadth, with a fine little river flowing 
through it. It contracts at the lower end to a 
very narrow gorge with precipitous sides ; through 
which the river anciently forced a passage, and 
drained the basin of what was previously, in all 
probability, a lake. 

To the south of Jcbail the Wady Ibrahim joins 
the sea ; into which a ** fair large river " discharges 
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the water collected by the valley ; which, at certain 
seasons of the year, is of a blood-red colour, believed 
by the ancients to be caused by sympathy for the 
death of Adonis. Maundrell witnessed the pheno- 
menon, and says that it is occasioned by a kind of 
minium, or red earth, ^^ and not by any stain from 
Adonis' blood." 

After leaving the ruins we ascended the hills on 
the right, and arrived at one o'clock at the village 
of K^taba, situated in the midst of fertility; of 
which it shows the proofs in a large convent, and 
in the well-built houses of the peasants. The view 
from this elevated spot is very fine. 

We found here our muleteers, whom we had sent 
on while we remained at the ruins. They proposed 
stopping at the convent for the night, which seemed 
preposterous after having made so short a day's 
march ; and we therefore insisted on going further, 
not crediting their assertions that, at the next village, 
which was very far, no lodging could be procured 
for ourselves nor com for the beasts. 

Our wish was to have followed the Wady to its 
termination at the sea; but l^e were assured that 
the ravine, to which it contracts, has only sufficient 
breadth for the torrent El Jinne, dashing and foam- 
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ing over a rocky bed the whole way, with walls, 
perpendicular on either side, many hundred feet in 
height There was no alternative but to cross over 
to the next valley by the most difficult and fa- 
tiguing ascent we have yet had, up the mountain 
ridge on the right or north side of the Wady 
Ibrahim ; winding up a path so steep, that the poor 
mules could scarce raise themselves with their 
loads, and sometimes they were wedged between 
two rocks, or stopped by the overhanging branches 
of trees. It seemed really surprising that they 
could get on at all, but they were good animals; 
one was the largest and most powerful mule I had 
seen. We were obliged to dismount and lead our 
horses the greater part of the ascent. 

The mountain was well covered with trees ; but 
the beauty of the evergreen oaks was destroyed 
by the practice of stripping off their leaves in the 
winter for the goats, and lopping the branches for 
fuel. 

In an hour and a half we reached, as we had hoped, 
the summit of the pass called the Wady el Jin, or 
the Valley of the Evil Spirit ; and descending on the 
other side of the ridge, half an hour brought us, at 
three p.m., to the small village of Balhais; where, 
as predicted by the mukri, nothing was to be had, 
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and there was no suitable place for pitching the 
tent. At length, after much entreaty and offers of 
payment, an old man with great complacency led us 
to a small room, with mud floof and walls, and the 
roof blackened with smoke. However, we were the 
sole occupants ; and not having to share it with our 
quadruped companions, there was chance of having 
a better night than at the dirty Mutuali village. 

Our poor beasts fared badly, having scanty food 
after their very toilsome journey. 

Although the old man had assumed all the merit 
of lodging us, it was a woman who took pity on the 
strangers. The aneroid stood at 25°*85, giving the 
the elevation of the village at 4296 feet above the 
sea. 

Tuesday J \st April, We started at 7*15, and pass- 
ing round the head of the little valley Wady el 
Miet, and up another rugged ascent of an hour, 
the Wady Ibrahim again appeared on our left far 
below. At 9*15 we reached the real summit of the 
pass, and crossed it to a fine wide valley opening to 
the sea. At 10*15 we forded a stream in the middle 
of the valley, with a picturesque mill and waterfall. 
Three men, a Turk, a Mutuali, aOi a Christian, 
looked on with astonishment while we made our 
breakfast on the bank of the pretty rivulet. 
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Another long ascent brought us to the shoulder 
of a mountain ; from whence we had a pretty view 
of the town of Jebail, where we arrived at 2*35, 
The beasts, especially the strong mule, were very 
tired, and unable to go further ; his foot was much 
swollen. The little horse which I rode was a 
wonder. I thought on leaving Bcrtlt that he would 
have broken down after the first day's journey, and 
I was very much dissatisfied with Jusef for having 
made so bad a bargain. However, the gallant little 
roan carried me over the most rugged paths without 
ever making a false step or trip. They all well 
deserved a rest ; therefore, although so early in the 
day, we made a halt, and pitched the tent in a large 
cemetery, the favourite lounge of the people of the 
town. Many groups were seated on carpets, or on 
the grass, in various parts. Some, among them the 
governor with a number of officials, were discussing 
public business in the intervals of smoking ; at least 
so we had a right to presume. Others were in the 
simple performance of kef, or gossiping, or tiothing. 
Some women were seated at a tombstone ; the fresh- 
ness of which, and the newly watered flowers, might 
induce the belief that the period of grief had not 
passed away : while others, before some more 
weather-worn stone, and rank plants, appeared to be 
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there more from custom than feeling ; but their 
veiled faces did not permit or sanction a surmise 
either way. Horses were picketed in all directions 
in the now rich herbage. Groups of lookers on, boys 
and beggars, varied the general aspect of the scene. 
In the background was the picturesque Castle of 
Jebail. 

We strolled through the town and bazaar. As 
there is a large proportion of Christians, we, as 
Giaours, passed not only without insult, but the 
people were remarkably civil ; which was rather 
surprising in a place but little visited by strangers. 

This is the ancient Gebal * of the Bible (Ezek. 
xxvii. 9.) ; the town of the stone squarers, who as- 
sisted at the building of Solomon's Temple. 

The ruined castle is interesting, as showing the 
architecture of many periods. In the greater part 
of the outer wall, and in the keep, that is to say, 
for about two-thirds of the height, the original 
structure remains ; and is of bevelled stones, like 
those of Baalbec and Jerusalem. The largest were 
from fifteen to eighteen feet in length, and five or 
six feet in thickness. All this part has the ap- 

' The Biblos of the Greeks, and Gabale of the Romans. 
The inhabitants are called Giblites in Jos. xiii. 5, In 1 Kings, 
▼. 18. the name of the city b translated *' stone-squarers.** 
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CASTLE AND PORT OF JEDAIL. 105 

pearance of great antiquity ; and though wo (*ati 
liardly suppose it to be so old as the builditiKH 
which the stones resemble, they may reprcKent the; 
dull of the ancient Giblites, — those ** famouM 
workers in stone." In the moat, at a eoriuT of 
the lowest course, and consequently the iiiohI 
ancient part, there is a stone not bevelled, and 
haying from above the appearance of a i)ortion 
of entablature : which would go to prove tliat, 
however old this part may be, it has in its sub- 
structure portions of an earlier building. The upper 
third of the keep is of the time of the Crusaders, 
and a more recent Turkish style. In a crypt, or 
the lowest apartment in the keep, are some largo 
blocks ; but the small stones of the pointed vaulting 
woidd appear to be recent, except that they are 
built in with the original wall. In the gateway 
were found some curious characters, on different 
stones, and not consecutive. 

The small, but very well sheltered port was formed 
by a good pier seaward, having a tower, possibly a 
fanal, or lighthouse, at the extremity. It is now 
nearly filled with ruins and sand. Many grey 
granite columns are lying on the shore and in the 
water. It now has shelter for boats only. The 
view from this^ with the castle and the Lebanon 
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mountains In the background, is very fine. When 
I sat down to sketch it, a Turk, doubtless the 
captain of the port, called out to me several times 
from his little house on the sea-wall ; but whether 
to desist or not I could not imagine either from his 
words or gestures. So I thought it better not to 
attempt to understand them ; but to consider them 
intended for some other delinquent. Whereupon he 
came down ; and I found I had done the poor man 
great injustice. In fact, he was a connoisseur, a 
man of taste ; and was evidently flattered by the 
honour I was doing his charge, by carrying off a 
delineation of it for the Ingreez (English). 

He endeavoured to convince me that I should have 
a better view from his guard-house, where he coidd 
accommodate me with a chair, a table, and a pipe. I 
however preferred my own selection. He watched 
the development of the sketch with interest; and 
was much amused, as were also some pretty young 
girls, when other persons, who had been looking 
over me, duly figured in it, as they reached a proper 
position for the foreground or middle distance. 

This little harbour could be cleared out very 
easily; and would be of immense value to the coast- 
ing trade, which is very insignificant now, it is true, 
but would increase as inland traffic does by the con- 
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struction of roads. The aneroid stood nearly at the 
same point on the sea-shore as it did at Beriit^ with 
equally fine weather. There was a difference of y^^ 
only. 

The mules with the baggage were sent on as soon 
as they could be got ready^ for they still felt the 
effects of the fatiguing journey of yesterday. This 
gave us time to wander about the picturesque town, 
and also to examine a church in the suburb^ which 
was said to be very beautiful, and supposed by 
Pococke to be of the fourth or fifth century. It did 
not justify such description. There is nothing to be 
admired in the interior. The shafts of the three- 
quarter columns are built of several stones ; the 
capitals are of very rude and debased style. The 
windows on the outside show some similarity to the 
Norman style of architecture; which may also be said 
of a sort of vestibule by the side of the entrance, that 
may have been a chapel or a small chapter-house. 
The mouldings of the arches have ornaments like 
the ** zigzag, and billet^ One arch was peculiar, 
being ornamented with what might be called the 
booh moulding f being like the backs of books on 
a shelf. There are some of the same kind in 
ruined buildings of the Crusaders at Jerusalem. 
This church so little answered to the description 
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given of it bj Pocockc^ that it is possible it may 
not be the same that he described^ although our 
guide said it was the principal Christian edifice in 
the town. 

Wednesday y 2nd April. However, we had no time 
for further search, as the mules had been sent for- 
ward and were already far on the road. We there- 
fore bade adieu to this ancient town at 7.30 a. m. 
At nine o'clock we crossed a bridge of one arch, 
spanning a rocky ravine, with a pretty little valley 
above. From its construction it appears to be 
Koman, although its good state of preservation has 
a more recent aspect. With this exception, the 
country promised very little of interest or beauty. 
On one side were dreary, stony hills ; on the other 
the sea; and under us a road so bad as to have 
defied the powers of Macadam. Thus we had all 
the monotony which could weary the mind, and the 
difiSculties which fatigue the body. Yet, in a land 
so apparently doomed to sterility, a man was plough- 
ing in the loose stones, to sow com, as he said ; so 
that the soil could not have been far beneath ; and 
seed scattered anywhere in this favouring climate 
is sure to grow. 

We left Batriin at some distance to the left on 
the sea-shore. It is now an insignificant village, with 
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no remains of the ancient tower founded by Ithobalus, 
king of Tyre ; about the time of the prophet Elias^ 
according to Josephus. After having passed this 
place, we turned inland towards the mountains. 
On the border of a small stream, and under the shade 
of some fine trees we found a Turkish gentleman 
seated on his carpet, more wisely than we, resting 
during the midday heat. He had numerous attend- 
ants about him. On the left was a picturesque, steep 
bridge. Beyond the little river rose a long, narrow, 
perpendicular crag about a hundred feet high, crowned 
by the ruins of a castle inaccessible nearly on all 
sides ; while in the distance were the blue mountains. 
The whole formed a rare assemblage of subjects for 
a picture, which I regret not having sketched. It is 
tlie beau-ideal of the stronghold of a border or robber 
chieftain. At one o'clock we entered a very pretty 
valley between hills of very soft limestone like that 
of the Ladder of Tyre, or even more chalky. The 
ascent was very steep, and passes over the neck of a 
promontory, terminating in the bold and precipitous 
headland called Ras el Chakka. From the summit 
is a pretty view towards Tripoli Descending on 
the other side, we pitched our tent on a green 
near a roadside caffineh, or coffee shop and police 
station^ on the sea-shore, with a fine view of the 
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promontory ; where, two-thirds up the cliff, stands 
the convent of Behnont, a conspicuous object. It 
was visited by MaundrelL 

April 3rd. A very heavy dew fell during the night, 
and nearly wetted us through the tent Jusdf and 
the muleteers, however, slept in the open air without 
inconvenience. At 6.20 we proceeded on our journey 
through a pretty country, with the sea on the left- 
hand. At about seven miles &om the last encamp- 
ment our attention was drawn to some upright stones; 
forming a peculiar kmd of niche, facing outwards, 
and of three blocks only ; a very primitive style, 
which perhaps proves its great antiquity. I thought 
I could make out the form of a building, or rather 
the ground-plan of it; which appeared to be an 
oblong, with a semi-circular end towards the sea, 
on a rectangular base, or platform. The two niches 
are near to each other on the south side. 

The ground slopes from the ruin towards the sea 
on the west. There was nothing else to indicate an 
ancient settlement on this spot, nor was there any 
appearance of recent habitations. 

After leaving this undefinable piece of antiquity, 
we found the road again turn inland, leaving another 
hill between it and the coast. 

When within about four miles of Tripoli we 
passed the small village Calmitn, the ancient Calamon. 
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The road was over rugged rocks close to the 
sea^ with many points jutting out in the lines of 
stratification, forming tiny coves. These may afford 
shelter to small boats, but I doubt it ; and especially 
I cannot think they have been cut for the purpose, 
as it has been supposed. I should rather imagine 
them to be caused by the wearing away of a soft 
rock> alternating with a harder stratum. 

The country then became an alluvial plain, in 
some parts sandy, with many hillocks, the deposit 
from the little river Kadesha ; which we forded at 
a part where there are abutments of an ancient 
bridge, and traces of a road. 

We entered Tripoli at eleven o'clock, and called 
on our vice-consul, Mr. Catzeflis, who, with his 
brother, carries on a large trade here as a merchant. 
They have very comfortable houses, in the style of 
Damascus, on a smaller scale. He apologised, as he 
is said to do to all travellers, for not being able to 
show any hospitality. He, however, cashed me a 
bill ; which was all I wanted of him. 

The streets of Tripoli, and especially the baF- 
zaars, arc picturesque ; owing, in some respects, to 
the numerous arches and half-arches crossing them, 
and intersecting each other. These are probably 
remains of buildings of the period of the Crusaders ; 
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though this idea is not entertained by the antiquaries 
of the place. The castle has a commanding position ; 
but we had no time to visit it. 

The mountainous country between Tripoli and 
Latakia is completely in the hands of the Ansairi ; 
a wild and lawless race> who inhabit the fastnesses^ 
and who do not scruple to levy " black mail " on all 
travellers. A large party of Armenians were at- 
tacked but a very short time since^ and some of them 
were killed in attempting a defence. It was there- 
fore not considered prudent to venture in a country 
where the sovereign power is openly defied. The 
only alternative was to go by sea ; and Mr. Catzeflis 
sent his dragoman with us to the Mina^ the 
Marina or port, to assist in procuring a vessel. 

The ride was delicious, by a good road bordered 
with gardens of oranges and lemons in full blossom, 
perfuming the air the whole distance. The inhabit- 
ants have this enjoyment, during three months of 
the year. 

But few vessels were lying in the roadstead, 
which gave a pretext for asking an unusual price. 
After great difficulty and haggling with a reis or 
captain, whose rough independence of manner very 
nearly approached insolence, an agreement was made 
with him to convey us to Buad and Latakia, touch- 
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ing at any other part of the coast which we might 
desire to visit. For this we were to pay the sxun of 
200 piastres ; a high charge for the distance and the 
nature of the accommodation in a little schooner, 
about forty or fifty tons, and without even preten- 
sions to a cabin. 

While the crew was collecting and preparing the 
vessel for our reception, we took up our quarters in 
a comer-room of a large, well-built khan, with a 
spacious court, tank, and fountain in the middle. 
The lower part of the quadrangle surrounding the 
court is appropriated to cattle, goods, muleteers, 
and servants. The upper floor has large rooms, all 
opening on a wide terrace overlooking the court; 
a scene of great noise and confusion on the departure 
of a caravan. There seemed to be very little show 
of industry and good order. The terrace was ac- 
cordingly used for spreading out maize to dry, 
showing how little the building is used for its legi- 
timate purposes. 

The necessity for going by sea afforded the ad- 
vantage of an opportunity for examining the island 
of Ruad; which was one of the interesting points 
suggested by Dr. Yates. 

The mukris were discharged with good certifi- 
cates, as they had proved to be well disposed. 
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willing, and active fellows ; although one of them, a 
fine, six-foot stripling of eighteen, had fever the 
greater part of the way. 

We embarked in our little schooner soon after 
dark ; but did not get under way till two o'clock 
▲.M. ; having waited for a fair wind, which came from 
the south-west. 

Fridayy April 4th. After passing an uncomfort- 
able night, in a vain attempt to sleep on the con- 
fusedly stowed cargo of indifferent odour, we an- 
chored at daylight in the snug little Port of Buad, 
in company with many other small craft, sheltered 
from the prevalent south-west winds and waves; 
which in bad weather are very heavy, as they have 
half the length of the Mediterranean to rear them- 
selves in, before expending their fury on this open 
and unprotected coast of Syria ; which is considered 
to be the more dangerous, as being but little known 
by survey. 
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CHAP. V. 

RUAD. 

Ancient Pro«perity. — Colonies. — Situation. — Two little Ports, 
might be again useful. — Remains of gigantic Walls. — 
Artificial Increase of the Island. — Mode of Cleansing the 
Port. — Increasing Population. — Industry. — Inherent 
Propensities. 

In the Turkish empire, more perhaps than in any 
other portion of the globe, are to be found the 
most notable results of the destructive, as well as 
of the creative, powers of man; inasmuch as it 
comprises not only the original seats of civilisation, 
but also regions the most favourable from their na- 
tural productions, for the development of conmiercial 
prosperity. Consequently in almost every province 
of it are to be found monuments of the wealth, 
power, and intelligence of its former occupants, in 
contrast with the poverty, weakness, and ignorance 
of their successors. This is more particularly the 
case with Syria; where the departed greatness of its 
merchant princes should claim the especial homage 
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of Englishmen, since they attained to it by the sure 
march of industry allied with intellect. 

Travellers to whom the renown of the ancient 
Phoenicians is familiar, cannot fail to be struck by 
the disproportion of the means by which it was 
attained ; especially in the want of good harbours. 
This, however, only stimulated their energies to 
supply the deficiency by artificial means. 

The maritime power of Tyre was probably 
owing to the simple advantage of its having an island 
little more than half a mile in length lying near 
its fertile shores. The ingenuity of the Tyrians 
converted this into a harbour, in default of a better ; 
most likely by the construction of moles ' stretching 
towards the mainland. Similar advantages in the 
shores of northern Syria encouraged a colony of 
exiles from Sidon to imitate, partially, the same 
idea in the island of Aradus, Arphad of Scripture, 
and the modem Kuad, which is still smaller than 
that of Tyre, but much further from the coast. Yet 
it soon attained to a condition so flourishing, that it 
became the parent of colonies, and shared, with 
Sidon and Tyre, the honour of founding Tripolis. 

' Frobablj these moles suggested and facilitated the means 
of approach attributed to Alexander ; especially if, as most 
likelj was the case, corresponding piers stretched /rom the 
mainland. 
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It was described by Strabo as being very popu- 
lous, and with very lofty houses. ' To the honour 
of the Aradians they owed their prosperity to their 
industry and exertions in legitimate commerce. 
They did not follow the example of their piratical 
neighbours of loli or Pompeiopolis. * 

Destruction has not here been so complete as at 
Tyre; enough remains, at all events, to show the 
boldness of conception of the race, and to shadow 
forth the grandeur of its prototype — Tyre 1 

Considering that this little island may again 
become a place of shelter in the increasing require- 
ments for the reviving trade of Syria, or at least 
as a convenient coal depot for steamers, I proposed 
to make such an examination of the island as my 
very limited time and means would allow.' 

Ruad is situated off the coast of Syria, in the 
neighbourhood of the city of Tortosa, and between 
the ancient city of Tripolis and Laodicea, now called 
by names very little differing from the original 
orthography, namely Tripoli and Latakia. It is in 

^ Habitationibos plenum : tanta hominum multitudine ad 
hoc usque tcmpus, ut domus inhabitent multb fastigiis aptas. 
— Strabo, 

* Ac cum Tiderent vicinos Cilicos piraticam exercere, nun- 
quam cum eis societatem instituti, hujus invcruDt. — Strabo, 

' See the plan on the Map. 

VOL. II. N 
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latitude 34** 48' north, and longitude 35^ 5V east.* 
The extreme length is about 800 yards, lying 
north-west and south-east, so that the side towards 
the mainland presents tolerable shelter for small 
vessels from the prevalent bad weather with south- 
west winds. 

I found the only place convenient for measuring 
a base for my little operations, was on the remains 
of the ancient pier, running out at right angles from 
the middle of the island. From this I took angles 
with the sextant and prismatic compass, and verified 
them by return angles wherever I could. 

The north-east side of the island is converted into 
two little ports by three piers, which all, more or 
less, have vestiges of their ancient construction. ^To 
the eastward the ports are open ; but having the 
mainland at a distance less than three miles, they are 
sufficiently protected, especially as bad weatiier does 
not come from that quarter. The most northern of 
the three piers is quite in ruins. That to the soutii- 
ward still answers its purpose ; but it is now occupied 
by a mosque, and therefore could not be examined. 
The middle pier is almost perfects It is constructed 

^ According to the excellent hjdrographical survey made by 
Mr. Hooper, master of H. M. brig '* Frolic,** under Commander 
Yansittart. 
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with massive blocks of sandstone 16 feet long by 
nearly 7 feet in depth and breadth, placed trans- 
versely ; with large bollards at the extremity, nearly 
9 feet in diameter. On either side are quays of con- 
crete, now " a wash." The length of the pier from 
the present water-line is 224 feet; but I could 
not ascertain the whole length of it. 

In both ports are also traces of similar quays of 
concrete, now below the surface of the water; from 
which we may conclude there has been a slight sub- 
sidence of the island. 

From the base of the northern pier is a fine bed 
of this material, stretching across the island, about 
150 yards long, by 125 wide ; very nearly level, the 
slight inclination being towards the port, where its 
margin formed the quay. Pococke, with great 
reason, supposes that this was used for drawing up 
the smaller shipping for shelter. 

The concrete passing round by the west is about 
thirty yards wide, increasing on the south side. Its 
probable purpose here was to enlarge, artificially, 
the dimensions of the island; which having in its 
natural state been surrounded on the exposed side 
by numerous rocks and islets, the summits of these 
were levelled, and the interstices, filled with the 
fragments and squared stones, were embedded in 

X S 
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concrete as hard as the rock itself, which it perfectly 
resembles. 

Aloug the three outer sides of the island are 
gigantic remains of the ancient walls ; which in two 
places have still five or six courses of stones, 15 
to 18 feet in length, lying transversely, and forming 
the thickness of them. On the west side, however, 
the wall for about 10 feet high is of the solid 
rock; which to seaward, at this part only, is cut 
roughly in the form of a moat and glacis. The 
intention of this doubtless was to break the fury of 
the waves in south-west gales. A small culvert 
leading from the " moat," through the wall and the 
concrete, towards the port, gave rise to the conjecture 
that the water from the waves rushing at the glacis, 
being received in the moat, might have been con- 
ducted by this culvert to the port, for the purpose 
of cleansing it. Though this may not have been 
the application in the case in question, such an 
effect might be produced in stagnant ports, similarly 
situated with respect to the open sea, by receiving 
the water of the waves in a gale of wind in a basin 
or reservoir at a higher level than that of the port ; 
and then, by its discharge through a culvert into the 
port, a current would be caused, which would remove 
the stagnant water in proportion to the strength and 
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volume of the current. I was strengthened in thb 
idea by the opinion of the eminent civil engineer 
Mr. Walker. » 

The central, or natural portion of the island — 
the original nucleus as it were — is covered by the 



I As the harbour of Marseilles is pre-eminent as a case of 
a stagnant receptacle for filth, I proposed it to the engineer 
of the port; who listened to my project with very polite 
attention, and said it was good ; but as the government was 
about to adopt one, which it ^as thought would be efficacious, 
of course mine could not be entertained. As I had no in- 
terested motive beyond the hope of being able to improve a 
beautiful port, I was glad to hear that the object was likely to 
be attained. The government plan is to carry a large egout^ 
or sewer, round the harbour, at one-third of the way up the 
slope on which the town is built, surrounding the harbour on 
three sides like an amphitheatre. The efiect of this is in* 
tended to be, that two-thirds of the town shall be drained away 
from the port, and one- third into it as before; it having been 
ascertained (hat stick an amount of JUth is necessary to punfy 
the harbour in another respect; namely, to destroy the Teredo 
navaliSf which otherwise would bore holes into the bottom of 
vessels not coppered. It must be confessed that the good 
people of Marseilles have a better pretext, or more properly a 
more valid reason, for cherishing a nuisance than had the 
Madrilejos when the minister of Spain wished to cleanse 
Madrid of the ordure and filth heaped up in the streets ; they 
petitioned against it, on the plea that the air of Madrid was so 
keen, that it required something to temper it. It is very well 
known, however, that the zoophite alluded to is very destruc* 
tive to ships. In an old chart of the mouth of the Medway of 
the time of Queen Elizabeth, it is written across the harbour 
at Sheemess, — ** The worm bitcth in this port.** 

V 9 
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modem town, which is wonderfully increased during 
the last century. Pococke in 1738 found " very few 
houses, except in the castles, which were defended 
by cannon against corsairs." I found in these castles 
a formidable garrison of the gentle sex; who re- 
solutely opposed my desire of taking a " round of 
angles " from the central tower. They frightened me 
away by shouting " Harem, Harem." 

Fifty years after Pococke's visit, Volney says, 
*' There does not remain a single wall of that crowd 
of houses which, according to Strabo, were built 
with more stories than those of Kome itself." ' An 
old man told me that he remembered there were 
but very few houses when he was a child ; and he 
had heard, that, one hundred years ago, there were 
only five. Now, he asserted, there are about five 
hundred, which I think is an over-estimate.^ But 
it is evident that some portion of the energy of the 
ancient Aradians has descended to the present in- 



1 «« Tjms totft insula est ; ac ferh eodem modo habitata quo 
Aradus. Dicunt in ea domus altiores fieri, quam RomsB, ideo 
etiam parum abfuit, aliquando quin tota urbs terr» motibos 
deleretur.** — Strabo, 

' Mr. Neale gives 4000 as the number of inhabitants. — Eighi 
Years in Palestine, Syria, jnc. vol. i. p. 266. 

Lieut. Walpole sajs they number about 3000, of whom 
perhaps 100 may be Christiana. 
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habitants ; which may give them claim to be respected 
as their posterity. In support of this may be 
adduced the manifest propensity of the boys of Buad^ 
which is entirely nautical. They all amuse them- 
selves with mimic ship-building; and their tiny 
vessels are very neatly cut out, rigged, painted, and 
pitched. 

These early propensities have their full develop- 
ment in the men, who are all sailors, or employed 
in ship-building, which would be very profitable, if 
it were not for the absurd restrictions of the Turkish 
government, which will not allow them to build 
vessels of greater length than about thirty feet ; and 
though five of larger size, which I saw on the stocks, 
would prove that permission can be obtained, or the 
law evaded, it is most likely deprived of much of its 
advantage by having been long delayed and dearly 
purchased. There were also twenty-eight vessels, all 
of small size, lying in the south port ; which is more 
frequented on account of the greater number of 
houses there, although the other is deeper. As there 
is no land available for cultivation on the island, the 
inhabitants must depend on the adjacent continent 
for supplies of provisions ; which also was the case 
with the ancient Aradians. I did not know of the 
existence of the submarine source of fresh water, so 

V 4 
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Circumstantially described by Strabo', in the "strait, 
a little before the city," with the ingenious method 
of obtaining it pure in the middle of salt ^yater by 
means of pipes inserted in the bottom. Through 
these the water, after a little time, came up pure. 
Nor did my informants speak of it ; but I was told 
that the present supply is from cisterns under the 
houses, as was partly the case in ancient days, 
and there are several excavations, possibly for that 
object. Mr. Neale saw a large tank or cistern. 

A small islet or rock lies at a short distance to 
the south, surrounded by rocky ground. There is a 
channel between it and the larger island ; but it is 
said to be dangerous in bad weather. The northern 
channel is safe. I had no opportunity of examining 
either ; but they are well laid down in Mr. Hooper's 
chart. The inhabitants are nearly all Mohanmiedans, 



' Aquantur partim h cistemis et lacubus, partim ez oppo- 
sita continente. In bello autem h freto paulo ante urbem 
aquam petunt; abulmndantem aqua id babet fontem; in 
quern clibanus inversus ^ scapha aquaria demittitur, plumbeus 
ore lato, in angustum fundo coacto ; is fundus mediocre fora- 
men babet, cui fistula ex coris (sive utricidum dicere malumus) 
astricta est, que aquam e fonte per clibanum elisam excipit. 
Frimb que exhauritur aqua, salsa est ; expectantes verb pur» 
ct dulcis aque cursum, in vasis ad id paratis excipiunt, atque 
in urbem deferunt. Olim Aradii per sese reges habebant, ac 
cum, &c. — Strabo, 1094. 
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having the benefit of actual self-government; 
for, though the Pacha of Tripoli has the right of 
nominating the governor^ he generally confirms the 
election of the islanders. We saw no women ; but 
the men were all exceedingly civil and obliging, 
answering our questions cheerMly and with frank- 
ness. They expressed hopes that the result of our 
operations would prove beneficial to their littie 
community, by procuring some relaxation of the 
imposts which, as they allege, now shackle their 
industry. 
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CHAP. VI. 
RUAD TO 8WEDIAH. 

A Hole in a Treaty. — Latakia from the Sea. — The Harbour. — 
The Ansairi. — Ruins of Laodicea. — A Saint^s Tomb. — A 
small Congregation. — The ConsuVs beautiful Wife. — Her 
Costume. — Departure from Latakia. — Wild but beautiful 
Country. — Scenery improves. — An unearthed Forest. — 
Gibel Okrah. — View of the Valley of the Orontes. — Dr. 
Holt Yates* House. — His faithful Servants. — Mr. Barker*8 
Family. — Failure of a good Speculation. 

Saturday y 5th April. TVe sailed from Kuad in our 

little schooner at about 8 p.m.^ with light winds 
from the land. We had made an agreement with 
our reis to land us for a couple of hours at Jibeli^ 
to examine some interesting ruins said to be there^ 
which must have been connected with the ancient 
prosperity of Kuad. The deceiver made no objec- 
tion at the time ; but now that we claimed the ful- 
filment he started all sorts of excuses^ summing up 
with a fiat refusal. He even ventured to doubt mj 
being a sailor for urging him to land at a place 
where there was no safe harbour. To which I re- 
torted^ that the sea was quite smooth^ the wind ofi* 
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shore^ that there was no danger at this season^ and 
that there is a small port^ where vessels constandj 
resort. He evidently had made up his mind to tear a 
great hole in the treaty ; but offered^ as alternatives^ 
if we did not choose to go to Latakia, to land us at 
Suad again^ or to take us back to Tripoli. I dared 
him to do either^ and threatened him with the ven- 
gance of the governor ; whereat he laughed, know- 
ing right well, that said governor had no power which 
he cared for. The reis appeared to be of such a 
versatile temperament, that it would have required 
but little provocation to have raised certain dormant 
piratical tendencies ; which perhaps were only kept 
in check by the fact of our being numerically of 
equal strength and perhaps better armed. After all, 
the ruins might not be worth seeing ; which has been 
confirmed by Mr. Neale. So, reserving to myself 
the opinion that he was a rascal, and the right of 
grumbling and of complaining to the authorities, if 
any, I went to my bed on the shingle in the hold, 
and slept till daylight ; when our fine little vessel, 
somewhat **Symondite" in her build, was beating 
well against a contrary wind, though with beautiful 
weather. 

The town of Latakia, the ancient Laodicca, is 
very pretty when approached from the seaj with its 
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white buildings and slender minarets. The colour 
of the water in the bay, to the southward of it, is as 
white as our home sea off the cliffs of Dover ; owing 
to the attrition of soft calcareous rocks. At 3 P. M. 
we anchored in the harbour of Latakia ; which ap- 
pears to be very commodious and safe at first sight, 
but it is nearly filled with sand from the sea, being at 
present much exposed to the prevalent north-west 
winds. It is so shallow, that very few ships can lie 
in it, and those only of small burden. It is one of 
those harbours, however, — so numerous on these 
coasts, legacies of the genius and enterprise of the 
ancients, — which could be cleared out so easily, and 
with such incalculable advantages for the maritime 
population as well as to the government. Both 

parties, however, are slow to discover and to put in 
order such things. 

The British vice-consul, IVIr. Elias, met us at the 
landing-place, expedited our passage through the 
health office and the custom-house, and kindly in- 
vited us to his house during our stay ; which, however, 
could be no longer than sufficient to procure horses 
for the inland journey to Swediah. 

This gentleman is a Greek, and speaks only a 
little Italian ; but his brother speaks English very 
welL We were introduced to Madame Elias, a very 
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beautiful and fascinating Syfian Greeks who, though 
very young, is in her second noces, as her husband 
also is. In fact, both the brothers lost their wives 
by cholera. It will be difficult for the second to 
supply his loss so well as the vice-consul has. The 
ill-natured world, however, say that the fair Syrian 
was much to blame for having shown indecent haste 
in taking a second, without having waited the time 
prescribed after the death of her first husband. 

We found here Lieut the Hon. F. TValpole, 
R.N., living in a comfortable house, for which he 
pays about 200 piastres per month. Mr. Bowen, a 
Church of England missionary, was with him, having 
recently come from Aleppo. They were surrounded 
by Ansairi chiefs, with whom they were discussing 
points of religion. Mr. TValpole appears to have in- 
gratiated himself with these extraordinary people; 
who think he is one of their sect, as he Is in pos- 
session of some secrets of their religion, which he 
obtained by degrees from the rival parties in the 
nation, having associated much with them. 

Judging from the specimens we saw, they must be 
a very fine race. They guard the approach to their 
mountain holds and to their mysterious religion, 
with almost as much jealousy as ]Mr. Disraeli de- 
scribes, in his fanciful sketch of them in the novel 
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of Tancred. It is said there are about 50,000 or 
60,000 men of this race among the mountains of 
Latakia. They are under little more than nominal 
subjection to the Porte ; since few but those who are 
in the immediate vicinity of the towns or near the 
plains pay taxes, and they only when forced. The 
mountaineers enjoy a real independence, and but 
little is known of their internal government or 
manners. 

Their principal occupation is the cultivation of 
tobacco ; which is highly esteemed all over the East 
for its mild and fine flavour. This is said to be owing 
to the practice of hanging it in the roofs of the cottages 
during the winter, when a species of pine called azza 
is used for fuel, and the smoke imparts its peculiar 
odour to the *' weed." The men delight to sit thus, 
smoking and being smoked, all the season of bad 
weather, doing nothing. 

They treat their wives badly ; considering women 
to be little better than animals for working, and 
therefore they are not allowed to practice religion. 

The city of Latakia was founded by Seleucus 
Nicator in honour of his mother Laodice. It was 
formerly of great extent ; as is proved by the numer- 
ous remains of antiquity spread over an expanse far 
beyond its present circuit. The principal objects 



A TRIUMPHAL ARCH. 191 

now remaining are two porticos of Corinthian archi- 
tecture, not of the purest style. One of these has 
some fine columns standing, with an enriched en- 
tablature. From this there was a long colonnade of 
grey granite columns, which may be traced a con- 
siderable distance in a street leading from it in a 
straight line. A little trouble in excavating might 
ascertain it-s termination. 

The other portico was probably a triumphal arch, 
something like the Janus Quadrifons of Kome, 
with four arches, two large and two small ones, 
those opposite being equal. 

On the summit of a hill within the town is a 
recently-built mosque, dedicated to a santon of this 
place, who died in the odour of sanctity. He gained 
his celebrity chiefly for the zeal he displayed in the 
persecution of Christians; and his votaries have a 
strong tendency to emulate such example ; many of 
them watched us with furious looks. Nevertheless, 
wc were allowed to enter the building, after having 
taken the precaution of submitting to the formality 
of leaving our shoes at the door. Some people were 
praying at the tomb of the saint; but there was 
nothing worthy of admiration within. From the 
terrace in front the view was very fine. In the Greek 
church of St. George is a Bible of the twelfth century 
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which was sayed from another, dedicated to the same 
saint, at a considerable distance outside the present 
city, which was burnt when the Saracens took 
Latakia. 

Sunday y 6th, We formed a small congregation 
of three, to whom the Rev. Mr. Bowen read the 
morning service, and gave us a very good and 
appropriate sermon. He has distributed several 
Arabic translations of the Church of England 
Prayer-book among the consul's friends, who hold 
animated discussions upon its merits. They read 
it eagerly ; going straight through it, rubric as well 
as prayers, without the slightest change of tone; 
and it was generally allowed to be a very good book. 
There is little hope, however, that these ignorant 
Greek bigots will adopt its pure spirit of devo- 
tion instead of their own senseless and mechanical 
bowings, crossings, genuflexions, kissing of pictures, 
relics, &c., in which the heart and mind have no 
part. 

Madame Elias was very beautifully dressed to- 
day, in the picturesque Syrian costume, which is 
very expensive. Mr. Elias said his wife had on her 
person the value of about 400/., principally in jewels, 
&c. Her jacket with hanging sleeves was of crim- 
son velvet, richly embroidered with gold; under this 
a ffonna of amber-coloured, striped satin, open down 
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the front and at the sides ; so that the full^ Turkish 
trowsers, of similar material^ could be seen. Around 
her waist (spoiling her figure) was a handsome shawl. 
On her head a red cloth cap, or fez bound with an 
embroidered handkerchief, mingled with some tresses 
of her beautiful hair ; the rest of which hung down 
her back in plaits, terminated by gold coins. On 
the fez in front were also sprigs of diamonds and 
strings of pearL*>, hanging from the crown of it be- 
hind ; other strings of large pearls and gold chains 
adorned her neck, reaching to the waist. She had 
many rings on her taper fingers, and wore brace- 
lets and earringja. «< But oh ! her beauty was far 
beyond." She was, moreover, a gentle, unaficcted, 
creature, and did the honours of the house with the 
easy politeness which seems to be taught by a good 
heart. Her blushing, graceful timidity, when I 
handed her into dinner, — a ceremonious attention 
which was evidently new to her, — was quite 
charming. After dinner we retired to a large 
saloon, at the extremity of the court, furnished with 
divans on three sides. I sat by her at the upper 
end ; but converse between us there was none, — for 
a simple reason* Many people came in during the 
evening, and all were provided with narguilclis, or 
pipes, which they filled from their own pouches. 

VOL. II. o 
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Our fair hostess was the only lady ; she smoked a 
little, and handed me her narguileh. Sherbet^ 
sweetmeats^ and coffee were passed round. 

Monday , 7 th, The consul very kindly employed 
his own cavass to procure horses for ourselves and 
our luggage. We only required five ; but as they 
would have to return, an extra animal was taken 
to carry the pack-saddles of the rest, in the hope 
of their being able to bring back loads. They were 
accompanied by four mukris; light-hearted and 
frisky Greeks, but as ignorant as savages. Never- 
theless, they, with or without reason, complained of 
the extortion and injustice of the Turkish yoke ; and 
said that, if the English would give them any 
assistance, they would soen throw it off. 

Messrs. Bowen, Walpole, Elias and Vitali — the 
last the French vice-consul — did us the kindness to 
ride some part of the road ; as far as a new gar- 
den, which our vice-consul is laying out. We did 
"kef" there for half an hour on the margin of 
an empty cistern, well peopled by croaking frogs. 
When completed and filled with water, this will be 
considered a little paradise. We here took leave of 
our friends, and proceeded on the journey north- 
wards, through a part of the Ansairi mountains ; 
where the road is considered perfectly safe, as there 
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is much traffic between Latakia and Antioch, and 
the mountaineers are kept in check. At first a great 
deal of cultivation was found, as might be expected, 
so near to a large town. The fields are divided by 
hedge-rows. The Ansairi women at work do not 
conceal their faces ; but nothing was gained by us in 
their exposure, for they were generally coarse and 
plain. 

The luggage was very soon overtaken, the mukris 
having gone but a short distance, from the fear, as 
they alleged, that we might have taken a wrong 
road. Thus the gallop which was anticipated, from 
the hour's start they had, was lost, and we were* 
obliged to ride at their slow pace. 

"We soon left the villages and cultivation, and 
entered on a wide and wild plain of gradual ascent, 
crossed by many little streams, and covered by 
great varieties of beautiful flowering shrubs, filling 
tlie air with perfume. The gentle ascent terminated 
in a ridge of hills, which we crossed at five o'clock, 
and descended to the lovely Wady Kandil, watered 
by a little river that, flowing from the east, empties 
itself into the sea, about five miles to the westward ; 
the blue horizon is seen from the ridge. The sur- 
rounding mountains are of varied outline, and covered 
with vegetation. In another quarter of an hour we 

o 3 
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forded the little stream which flows through a most 
luxuriant pasture, where a great number of horses 
belonging to the governor of Latakia were picketed ; 
the green tents of their keepers dotting the plain. 
Our head mukri wanted us to encamp here, as the 
pasturage is common property ; but, remembering 
the injunctions of all experienced travellers, which 
would be indorsed by common sense, I resolved not 
to sleep on low ground in the vicinity of a river, 
and we pushed on to the " toe of the hill," where 
the tent was pitched at 5*45 p.m. 

Tuesday y Sth. The morning was cold, and the tent 
was drenched with dew. At 6*35 we commenced 
the ascent of a beautiful valley, meeting at right 
angles that of Kandil, which we had admired 
yesterday evening in descending the opposite eide. 
Not a house or inhabitant was to be seen, although 
some curling smoke betrayed the position of 
cottages, and there was a great deal of com growing 
in the plain and on the slopes. The valley became 
more beautiful and wild as we proceeded. The hills 
were covered with shrubs of great variety, and some 
trees, principally young oaks, with their tender 
spring foliage. The picturesque outline of the 
mountains varied with every step we took ; and the 
boldly marked stratification of the calcareous lime- 
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stone completed the beauty of the scene ; yet inex- 
haustible nature revealed charms in other forms 
as we advanced. At 7*45, the valley contracting, 
became wild, without cultivation ; yet not losing any 
beauty. Nature was all in all ; a ridge of sandstone 
replaced the limestone, and had on it a goodly sprink- 
ling: of fir trees like those in the Island of Khodes ; 
that is, they were very knotty and full of turpen- 
tine. Thev would be fine timber if allowed to 
attain any size. Further on, the valley, though 
wilder and more contracted, had again some spots of 
rich land, which invited the industry of the moun- 
taineers; many of whom we saw busy witli their 
rude ploughs, making the hills echo with very un- 
musical voices. Large flocks of goats were cropping 
the herbage. 

"We stopped at ten o'clock to breakfast under 
the shade of a noble myrtle, at a fountain of good 
water ; with a verdant carpet to recline on, and a 
beautiful view of the mountain and valleys we had 
crossed, backed by the distant sea, we had great 
temptation to linger. Our road, afterwards de- 
scending, became more rugged, winding among 
the wooded spurs and ravines of Mount Casius, 
inter8i>ersed with little plains and pasturage. The 
soil sandy, and washed by the torrents in number- 

o 3 
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less intersecting guUies and ridges; every tree 
grasping and holding up with its roots the crumb- 
ling soil, its life-springs, as if aware of impending 
danger. They stand in many places with their 
roots bared fifteen or twenty feet by the floods. 
We continued descending in this unearthed forest 
until half-past four o'clock, following, as we thought^ 
our luggage. Till then we had not met with a 
soul. Jusif had never been in this part, and we 
had the mortification to find, from a man whom we 
fortunately met, that the mukri had taken another 
road ; which Jusef, to conceal his ignorance, asserted 
was wrong. We had therefore to turn back, and, 
by cross and difficult paths, arrived at 5 '45 at the 
large village of Kessah, situated high on the side 
of Mount Casius, and surrounded by cultivation* 
We had lost more than the mere distance by de- 
scending the rugged gully valley ; as we had to 
mount this ridge, whereas we might have reached 
it on the same level. 

Our muleteers had pitched the tent on the only 
suitable spot in the village. They were quite 
knocked up, though so frisky in the early part of 
the day ; but, poor fellows, they have nodiing to eat 
but bread and onions, as it is the period of one of 
the numerous Greek fasts, which are more rigidly 
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observed than among the Romanists who can always 
obtain a dispensation when travelling. 

The aneroid gave this elevation 2419 feet. 

Wednesday, 9th ApriL We struck the tent, and 
proceeded at 6*30 a.m. passing over many shoulders 
and ravines of Alount Casius, Gibel Okrah, or the 
Bald Alountain ; all about the same height as our 
camp of last night at Kessah. 

In a fine valley, with a great deal of cultivation, 
we passed the large village of Bazgat. The inha- 
bitants appear to be wealthy, and have an air of 
comfort about themselves, though their houses are 
utterly devoid of it. They have an aristocracy, 
which is distinguished by a peculiar head-dress. I 
saw one lady of, as I concluded, the privileged class, 
seated at a fountain, near a group of garrulous 
washerwomen, whose operations she appeared to 
be superintending. 

Her dress consisted of a handsome orange- 
coloured tunic, with full Turkish trowsers, and 
long, bright yellow, morocco boots. Her head-gear 
was a turban and fez; in which, on each temple, 
was stuck a long black feather, having a yellow bead 
on the end, to make it droop behind* 

A pretty shepherd boy sat by the wayside, with 

some claim to the true Arcadian type, in his per- 

o 4 
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Bonal grace, bis pipe, on which he played a simple^ 
plaintive air, and the flowers with which he had 
adorned his innocent-looking head. He certainly 
was the first of his class whom, in a romantic mood, 
one might have envied. 

At our breakfast halt, having turned the flank 
of Gibel Okrah, we had a very fine view of this 
noble mountain. After which we crossed several 
ravines and ridges ; from the last of these we had 
the satisfaction of seeing the valley of the Orontes in 
great beauty, with the river at our feet meandering 
and winding exceedingly, and not running straight 
to the sea, as some traveller has described it. On 
the other side of this fine valley rose the noble 
range of Amanus and Rhossus ; the secondary hills 
covered with mulberry trees, with com growing 
between them. 

Dr. Holt Yates' new house, to which our steps 
were directed, stood a conspicuous object in the 
middle distance. 

The descent of the ridge was very steep to the 
river ; and in the plain at its base there were many 
gardens to pass through ; made difficult for horsemen 
by the necessity of dipping one's head under the 
branches to avoid a culbuL At length we reached the 
ferry, where a very small boat could only take two 
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horses at a trip ; but being in advance of our luggage^ 
we had little delay in passing over. The river was 
very rapid ; in some parts it has three fathoms in 
depth ; even close to the shore we found ten feet. 

At three o'clock we arrived at Dr. Yates' house ; 
where we found Mr. Janfredy, whom I had for- 
merly seen on board the " Grand Turk " steamer^ 
a8 clerk, or ship's steward. Ill health had obliged 
him to leave that employment^ but rest and good 
air have restored him. Nothing could exceed the 
cordiality with which he offered every assistance in 
his power ; which, however, was not much, as his 
stay here was only temporary, in the place of Mr. 
Bennett, who had been in charge of the property, 
but who is recently dead. 

It was quite pleasing to see the kind manner in 
which the servants of Dr. Yates welcomed us, as 
the friends of their master and mistress, as well 
as the affectionate inquiries they made afler them ; 
which I was obliged to disappoint, as I had not 
seen the doctor and his amiable lady since we first 
met at Malta, when he kindly told me to make 
use of his house at Swediah ; at the same time he 
gave me the benefit of his great experience in the 
East, and some valuable suggestions and subjects 
of inquiry; among which was the examination of 
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the ancient harbour of Seleucia in Pieria, which is in 
this neighbourhood. 

After having rested ourselves, we went to pay 
our respects to the family of the late IVIr. Barker^ 
who was for many years consul-general at Alexan- 
dria, and recently consul at Aleppo. He died a few 
months ago. We were received by his widow, a 
fine Aleppine lady in the Syrian costume, and her 
daughter-in-law, a beautiful Greek, who was one of 
the unfortunates whose parents lost their lives in 
the dreadful massacre on the revolt of the Greeks 
in the Island of Scio. This young lady, then a child, 
was sold into slavery with very many others ; but 
was fortunately ransomed through the benevolence 
of Mr. Barker, who brought her up with his own 
family, and gave her a good education, which her 
great abilities enabled her to profit by. The natural 
result was, that one of IVIr. Barker's sons fell in love 
with, and married, his charming pupil. She has two 
very pretty little girls, whom it was quite refresh* 
ing to behold, after a long absence from England, 
they seemed so completely English children. 

" Her husband is to Aleppo gone," — 

Consul of Swcdiah, — so we did not make his ac- 
quaintance. He went to claim some men who are 
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under his consular protection^ and have been taken 
for the Nizam, or conscription. 

The late Mr. Barker had devoted a deal of time 
and expense to horticultural pursuits. His great 
object was to prepare choice eastern fruit-trees for 
the English climate, by giving them a " temporary- 
residence " at Swediah, where he acclimatised them. 
In particular he introduced the sweet-kernel peachy 
which now I believe thrives very well in England. 
At Swediah it flourishes with the guava, the liquat 
of China, and many others. In his garden there is 
truly an embaras des richesses, from the excessive 
fertility of the soiL The common China rose, which 
he introduced, has become a rank weed, and has 
completely overpowered the sweet-scented native, 
from which the attar of roses is made. It is now so 
rampant, as to have brought upon itself a sentence 
of banishment. While it remains in the garden no 
decent and modest plants can shoot in safety. It 
will, however, be difficult to extirpate the foreigner. 

I returned from the visit excessively fatigued; 
for, having ridden already eight hours, it was too 
great a tax on my legs to make them carry me. 
I was quite finished. 

The next morning, after a very long rest in 
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a bedroom, and a comfortable breakfast in Dr. 
Yates' noble dining-room, we set ont, accompanied 
by iL Jan&edy and the vice-consul's dragoman ; a 
Syrian gentleman, who performs the office gratis for 
the sake of the consular protection, so highly prized 
and sought for, and in some cases, I am sorry to add^ 
so much abused. 

Our first visit was to a silk factory, built on 
speculation by some English gentlemen, for the 
purpose of winding the excellent, but badly got- 
up silk, of the country, which could, with encou- 
ragement, be produced to a very great amount. 
First-rate machinery was sent from England, with 
an experienced man to superintend. It commenced 
operations and promised well, since the first year's 
profit was about forty per cent. ; when some unfor- 
tunate disputes among the proprietors caused the 
works to be suspended ; and they have not since 
been resumed, until very lately, though there is no 
doubt it would become a very profitable under- 
taking, as there is no other in the country. All the 
silk produced in the valley of the Orontes would be 
brought to it ; while the encouragement given by 
better prices for the improved article, and the large 
amount of industry which would be set free from 
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this part of the operation^ would stimulate greater 
enterprise and exertion on the part of the well- 
disposed population ; which would greatly redound 
to their advantage^ as well as to the proprietors and 
promoters. 
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CHAP. vn. 

8ELEUCIA. 

The Bay of Antioch. — RiYcr Orontes. — Origin of the Tetra- 
polis. — The Harbour of Seleucia. — The Pier where St. 
Paul embarked. — The Basin or inner Port. — The Great 
Culvert. — Tunnels. — The Tombs of the Seleucidee. — The 
Ancient Citj. — The present Condition of the Harbour. — 
The Possibility of restoring it. — The Necessity for its 
Restoration. — The Outlet for the Fertility of Mesopotamia. 
— Elements of Prosperity still remain. — The Advantages 
of Seleucia as an Emporium of the East. — Advantages for 
the Sultan. 

The best and most obvious natural highway between 
Europe and the interior of Asia — that is, where there 
are the least obstructions — ^is through the lower valley 
of the Orontes and by Aleppo ; the basin of which is 
separated from that of the Euphrates and Tigris — 
the vast plains of Mesopotamia — by hills of very 
moderate elevation, such as would be easily sur- 
mounted even by a railroad.^ 

^ See the section on the Map. The bed of the River 
Euphrates at Bir has been ascertiuned to be 628 feet above 
the level of the Mediterranean Sea ; from which it is distant 
140 miles by our wagon road, or 133 miles in a direct line to 
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This fine valley opens out to the Mediterranean in 
the Bay of Antioch, where the River Orontcs dis- 
charges its waters. 

The bay extends from the Ras el Elhanzir, which 
is the extreme point of the Amanus branch of the 
Taurus range of mountains^ to Cape Posideum^ a 
spur of Mount Casius, which mountain rises pic- 
turesquely from the bay to a height of 6000 feet. 

This bay is very dangerous for shipping ; being ex- 
posed to the worst winds, those from the south-west, 
and has no shelter except under Cape Posideum ; 
which, as an emporium for the commerce of the fertile 
regions to which the valley of the Orontes gives 
access, is useless, from the rugged and mountainous 
nature of the country in its neighbourhood. 

But in proportion as the increase of ancient 
civilisation developed and utilised the super-abund- 
ant productions of those regions, so highly favoured 
by nature, an outlet became absolutely necessary, to 
facilitate the interchange of such superfluities with 
those of other countries. 

The River Orontes was not available, on two 

the mouth of the Orontes ; whilst the Persian Gulf is distant 
1117 miles. Thus giving the trifling fall of rather more, on an 
average, of six inches per mile from Bir to the Persian Gulf; 
supposing the latter to be on the same level as the Mediter* 
ranean Sea.** — Chesnetf, vol. i. p. 47. 
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accounts ; first, the rapidity and turbulence of its 
current, for which the Arabs gave it the title Aasi, or 
" Mad River ;" and, secondly, because of the bar which 
it forms across its mouth, obstructing the entrance 
to all but very small vessels, and rendering it 
impossible, even to those, in bad weather. So that 
it could never be used for shelter, even if the water 
had been deep. This might in some degree, but 
only for a time, have been obviated, by carrying the 
embouchure, by means of two piers, far into the sea, 
to deep water. But the vast amount of silt, which 
such a river must necessarily bring down, would 
soon have made a fresh bar at the extremity of the 
piers, as there is so little tide or cursent to disperse 
it. It is doubtful whether the river could be made 
available for navigation by steamboats, if even there 
were no obstructions, in rocks and weirs, since the 
fall appears to be so great, that steamers would hardly 
be able to surmount the inclined plane. 

Since Nature has here denied her ministration to 
the exigencies of man, he was reduced to seek to 
provide a substitute by art, and triumphed over 
all difficulties by constructing a safe and commo- 
dious harbour in the northern part of the bay. If 
any large town had existed here before that time, 
the fame of it was appropriated, according to the 
fashion among conquerors, by Seleucus Nicator; 
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who established the dynasty of the Seleucidss after 
the death of Alexander the Great. At all events, 
he enlarged and beautified both port and city> and 
to him most likely are to be attributed the great 
works of art which mark the locality. Unfortun- 
ately, some few inscriptions which are found afford 
no light to the subject ; being in a state of unde- 
cipherable decay, if even, they arc not all of later 
date. It was called Selcucia in Pieria to distinguish 
it from other cities of the same name, especially 
Selcucia on the River Tigris, which has also been 
celebrated. But according to Appianus this Ma- 
cedonian general and prince gave his name to nine 
cities. In foimding the Tetrapolis, he dedicated the 
cities to those nearest and dearest to him. Thus he 
named Antioch after his father, Laodicea after his 
mother, Apamia after his wife, and Selcucia aft;er 
himself. 

The valley of the Orontes was colonised by 
Triptolemus, who was sent in search of lo. Grames 
were celebrated in honour of the hero by the people 
of Antioch on Mount Casius. Seleucus Nicator 
collected his descendants in his new city ; which 
was built on a height, now called Kepse. There 
was a fortified suburb.' 

* Strabo, lib. xvi. Fr. trans. 
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On approaching the port of Seleuda in Pieria we 
were astonished at the stupendous proofs of the 
energies displayed by the ancient possessors of this 
fine country ; energies which overcame all obstacles^ 
and supplied by artificial means a secure harbour, 
with appliances, and under difficulties, that would 
have done honour to the best engineers of the present 
day. 

In the hope of finding that this port is capable 
of being restored to its original purpose, 1 propoeed 
to make a little survey of it. I began by mea- 
suring a base along the fine beach; firomi which 
angles taken to the various points enabled me to 
lay down the accompanying Plan.* 

This noble work consisted of two ports ; with a 
connecting channel, and a fine culvert, for the pur- 
pose of feeding the one, and sluicing and cleansing 
the other. The outer port was formed, on the open 
coast, by two massive moles projecting to seaward, 
about 240 paces apart ; that to the north can only 
be traced in ruins above the sand, which has filled the 
port The southern mole has the inner part nearly 
perfect, formed of large blocks of stone placed trana- 
versely ; and it must have been very wide, as BCHne of 

* Sec the Map. 
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the stones measure twenty-three feet in lengthy and 

one which was broken was twenty-nine feet four 

inches. This mole ran west from the shore eighty 

paces, and then turned to the north-west. The latter 

portion is completely ruined^ and is only traceable 

for a short distance under water. It was^ we may 

suppose, from this pier that St. Paul embarked for 

Cyprus (Acts, xiiL 4.). The area of this harbour was 

probably about four acres ; and it was therefore small, 

though perhaps it answered sufficiently the purpose 

of receiving ships, preparatory to their entering the 

inner port or basin, where the operations of refitting, 

loading, and unloading would have been carried on« 

It woidd also have afforded shelter in bad weather. 

It is now completely dry from the bend of the pier 

inwards ; the maximum thickness of the sand thrown 

up by the sea being about fifteen feet, exclusive of 

the original depth in the harbour. 

The inner port is more properly a basin, as it 

seems to have been wholly excavated. It is retort" 

shaj)edy and communicated with the outer port by the 

neck part, — the Boghaz, — which was a canal about 

1000 feet in length; either open to the sea at the 

outer port, or being at a higher level, it was entered 

by a lock ; for, the Euripus of the ancient canal of 

Suez, fi«iK>ken of by Strabo, seems to prove, that the 

r 2 
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use of such a contrivance was known in those early 
days. At the entrance of the Boghaz is a rock with 
a large chamber excavated in it. A short distance 
within the channel is a square recess cut in the 
rocky hill ; but I coidd not imagine the purpose of 
it. 

The basin is about 2000 feet long, by 1250 in its 
extreme breadth, covering an area of about 47 
acres. That is, as large as the export and import 
basins of our East and West India Docks put to- 
gether. The west side was formed by a wall of 
large blocks of stone ; and is perfect in the whole 
length, below, with the exception of one part, where 
it has been broken through, in an abortive attempt 
to drain the basin. 

In one place this fine structure is not less than 
twenty feet above the level of the water within. 
The south side is principally formed by cutting into 
the ^^ toe '' of a little hill, which on the south-east, has 
been levelled to the extent of about 500 feet from the 
basin ; and the earth here, is principally supported by 
a strong wall, still performing its office. The space 
thus obtained was possibly the arsenal. It has 
several ruined buildings ; and one was a vaidt, which 
reminded me of those for the galleys at Malta. 
From this part the curve of the basin, on the east and 
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north, can be distinctly traced, bounded by a low wall ; 
but whether ancient or modem I coidd not get near 
enough to see. I think it is ancient. The slope 
of the hill above it, is very much encumbered 
with the ruins of buildings and rubbish brought 
down by torrents. Around the margin, except on 
the west, the basin is dry ; but in the middle, and 
indeed the greater part, it is now covered with 
water varying in depth ; being in some places, ac- 
cording to the accounts of peasants, twelve feet, 
though others said only five or six. Of course this 
will greatly depend on the seasons. Long grass 
or rushes grow in it ; and though clear, it was so 
dark in colour, that I could not see the bottom ; but 
I have no doubt of there being a considerable depth, 
especially near the west walL A small stream enters 
on the east, and has its exit by the gap in the wall 
on the west side ; so that the water is not stagnant, 
but flows gently towards the shore, where it loses 
itself in the sand, above the level of the sea. 

The most remarkable feature belonging to this 
grand work is the long culvert, an excavation in the 
hills overlooking the ports, of which it was an indis- 
pensable accessory. To examine this we descended 
into it, about the middle, by a staircase cf, cut 

in the rock at the side, near a little foot-bridge e^ 

r a 
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which also appears to be a part of ihe rock. Elxplor- 
ing our way upwards, we came, at the upper end, 
to an opea valley or basin ; across which are the re- 
mains of a massive ancient wall, or dam; which con- 
fined, and directed a mountain torrent, towards the 
excavation we had just emei^ed from. This wall is in 




good preservation, except in the middle ; where it is 
probable there were originally sluice gates for the 
passage of the water requisite for feeding the basin. 
Of course the dilapidation is attributed to the Turks ; 
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but neglect of the gates^ and the large boulders 
brought down by torrents, would be quite sufficient 
to account for it. Water passed this way until 
within three or four years, when some convulsion 
caused it to take another direction. The inhabitants 
of the neighbourhood employed ^' a cunning man " 
to search for it ; but he only found sufficient for the 
cattle in the mountains ; and a small stream, issuing 
from the base of the cliffs, is made to serve the 
purposes of their scanty irrigation* 

Retracing our steps, for the more minute exami- 
nation of the culvert, we found, that at 50 paces from 
the west end of the dam, this great work commences 
with a tunnel remarkably well cut in the rocky hill, 
142 paces in length, 21 feet high, and as many 
broad. In the middle is a channel about three or 
four feet in depth and breadth; at the left side a 
conduit is carried nearly horizontally as far as the 
staircase by which we first entered ; where it meets 
the surface of the hiU, and was doubtless continued 
thence into some part of the town. At the termina- 
tion of the first tunnel there is a fine " cutting " of 
88 paces in length, b, open to the surface of the hill ; 
the vertical section of which, at the upper end, 
is about 150 feet, declining to 75 at the lower 
end, where the second tunnel commences. On 
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the left aide of this " cutting" are the remains of a 
staircase d, in the rock; the lower part is broken. 
The second tunnel is precisely the same as the first, 
but only 45 paces in length; after this the open 
cutting is continued to the termination of the cnl'* 
vert ; the vertical section at the upper part being 
about 50 feet, and it declines gradually, varying 
with the undulations of the hill. The two tunnels 
only, have the channels in the middle. At the dis- 
tance of 406 paces from the great dam is the foot- 
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bridge e, before mentioned, an arch spaDning the 
cutting, which is here only about 20 feet deep. It 
is tnach worn in the middle by the many feet which 
have crossed it during more than 2000 years. At 
438 paces a small lateral valley croesea the culvert, 
which would in consequence require a wall or dam 
on the Icfl hand, to preserve the course of the water ; 
but it escaped my notice. At 638 paces is the first 
inscription in Greek, cut in the rock ; but ao defaced 
by time, that very little of it could be deciphered. 
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Near this is a Latin inscription^ still more ille- 
gible. At about 750 paces the hill had declined 
80 much^ ihat^ for about 40 paces^ the left side was 
formed hj a wall of large stones ; this was broken 
through some years ago by the Turks^ in the hope 
that the torrent would clear the port : but being ill- 
managed^ it did great mischief^ by bringing down 
large stones and silt^ which not only completed the 
filling up of the Boghaz or canal, but destroyed a 
great deal of valuable garden ground. At 925 
paces is the third inscription, also much defaced ; and 
high up in the rock, two others in sunk tablets^ 
near an arch left in the cutting, are quite illegible. 
This great work opens out and terminates about 
1200 paces from the great dam near the north pier 
of the outer port ; for the sluicing and cleansing of 
which, and for feeding the basin, by the gates in the 
dam, it was no doubt intended : both of these purposes 
it might be again made to serve. Its magnitude has 
astonished travellers, and has been supposed to be 
greater than was requisite; but it must be con- 
sidered that in mountainous countries, and in such 
a climate, during the rainy season, a passing cloud 
would pour down torrents, bringing with them de- 
tritus from the mountains, that would soon choke 
the tunnels, if space were not left to facilitate its 
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removal ; for this purpose the ledges on either side 
of the channel were provided, where men could 
stand to work. In the open cuttings these are not 
necessary, as there is sufficient space above. It is 
true thaty though neglected for so many ages, the 
culvert is nearly free from such obstructions; but 
this may be attributed to the partial destruction 
of the dam, which in this instance has afforded a 
" safety-valve." 

The course of the culvert is more winding than I 
have lidd it down on the Plan. The fall is perhaps 
about one in fifly as far as the little foot-bridge; 
but much greater below that, and in several places 
it is very abrupt. 

Taking into consideration the appearance of the 
several portions of this vast work, — that is to say, 
the great west wall of the basin, with the sand of the 
sea heaped up against it, the condition of the inner 
part of the south mole of the outer port, the 
massive stones of which do not seem to have been 
in the least disturbed, — I cannot think that the 
coast has been here raised, by subterranean move- 
ment The sand thrown up by the waves would 
be sufficient to cause the margin of the shore to 
encroach on the sea ; while that carried inland, by 
the prevalent wind, would help to fill up the basin ; 
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and this te manifest, firom the bank that is thrown 
up ag^nst the west wall These therefore are 
strong reasons for believing that the basin vraa ori- 
ginally above the level of the sea. 

The hill through which this culvert ts cut is a 
spur from a higher range, dividing in the vidley at 
the great dam. On the right it declines towards 




the east side of the basin. A recess in it* which 
may have been originally a quarry, but is now a 
fertile garden, contiuns sepulchres on a grand scale ; 
they are called by the natives Tumeshah, — the 
*' Cave of the Despot ; " which name, handed down 
possibly by tradition, may mark it as the tomb of the 
Scleucidie. Three ornamented arches, one of which 
is filled up with earth and rubbish, and the others 
partly so, gave access to a vestibule 25 feet in 
length and 7 feet 8 inches in breadth. The roof is 
vaulted in three compartments. By the middle you 
enter the prindpal chamber, with a flat roof and 
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udeB ; the iloor, a rapid deacent, caused by the en- 
cumbrance of earth and rubbish. The complicated 
form of this, with its exUtuioni, is difficult to describe : 
the annexed plao may make it intelligible. The whole 
seems to be the last tenement of two distinguished 
occuiHints and their numerous dependents. There are 
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two sarcophagi^ of which one is completely isolated, 
near the further end of the great chamber; it is 
apparently a part of the solid rock. The second is 
a little beyond and out of the main chamber, so 
that the nearer side lajlush with the walL Beyond, 
is a low extension of this chamber, of which the 
second sarcophagus supports the roof, being other- 
wise isolated like the former. Both have, in the 
upper part, arched apertures on the four sides, but 
without ornaments of any kind, though they naay 
have been covered with stucco. 

This chamber is 25 feet long (with an extension 
below, to the height of the first sarcophagus, of 
21 feet 9 inches), and 14 feet 6 inches broad, with 
lateral extensions on either side above; that is, the 
converse of the other extension. In the walls are 
tombs in arched niches. There is a spacious cham- 
ber adjoining, about 21 feet square, in vaulted com^- 
partments, supported by columns, and containing 
many tombs. 

In the valley, on the left^ where the spur divides 
at the great dam, the hill soon becomes perpendi- 
cular, running nearly parallel to the sea, at about 
two-thirds of a mile from it. In the fieu^e of the 
cliff, which declines in perpendicular height to about 
150 feet, are numerous excavations, one of which is 
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a remarkable yault. There are also many earthen- 
ware water-pipes crossing the face of the cliffi 

A wall of fortification runs from the little hill 
south of the basin, to join the precipice. It can be 
traced in several places, and a considerable portion 
is nearly perfect, adjoining a fine gateway, called 
by the natives the Bab el Mina, — the " Ghite of the 
Marina,** or marine suburb. Pococke names it the 
Gate of Antioch. It was nearly entire in his day ; 
but an earthquake three or four years ago nearly 
threw down one of the semi-oval towers by which 
it is flanked, and destroyed the arch, though the 
spring-course of the stones can be seen on either 
side. 

Abreast of this gate the cliff turns abruptly to the 
eastward ; and here is a steep ascent cut in the rock, 
crossing twice, a small ravine ; the second time by a 
perfect ancient arch of squared stones, about 24 feet 
span. The road leads to the area on the precipitous 
hill overlooking the basin. Many sepulchres and 
sarcophagi are in the cliff by the side of the way up. 
On this height, and on one beyond the little ravine, 
was situated the city built by Seleucus Nicator. I 
saw, however, but little of its renuuns, except some 
foundations in the natural rock ; which in one place 
was cut as a wall, about 12 or 15 feet high, and 60 
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in lengthy with a gateway. On the adjacent height 
there was a solitary shaft of a column. The brow 
is bounded by a long, ancient wall; and looking 
across another ravine^ I saw the ruins of fortifica- 
tions ; below which^ at the level of the long wall, is 
the square aperture of an aqueduct. 

I regret very much that I could not explore the 
ruins of the city^ which Dr. Holt Yates says are 
very interesting. The whole of my limited time, the 
middle of two hot days, was devoted to the examina- 
tion of the port ; which in utilitarian points may be 
considered as of more importance. 

The present state of these ruins, monuments of 
the splendour and the energies of ancient times, is 
as follows : — 

1. The outer port is actually useless, being nearly 
filled with sand washed up by the sea : 

2. The inner port, or basin, is partially silted up, 
by deposits brought by torrents from the moun- 
tains: 

3. The west wall of the basin is but little injured^ 
and less by time, than by a fruitless attempt to drain 
the port. This wall is the only part of the circuit 
of the basin which is not bounded by rising ground : 

4. The canal of communication is nearly filled 
with silt and boulders : 
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5. The great culvert, 1000 yards in length, tra- 
versing the solid rock, in one place with a depth of 
cutting 150 perpendicular feet, is almost perfect; 
being dilapidated in three places only, — viz. where 
the left side, not being of the natural rock, but 
built with square stones, has been broken away by 
the torrents, or by design. 

Tlius, of the three main features of this fine work, 
namely, the outer and inner ports, and the culvert, 
the laj?t two and most important, would require but 
little to make them again available ; and the first 
could be restored, or a new one made without much 
difficulty. 

This restoration might be accomplished in the 
following manner. 

First of the outer port; this is in such con- 
dition, that it would be a subject for the considera- 
tion of engineers, whether it would be better to 
clear it out, or to construct a new one by carrying 
out piers a certain distance in the sea, as it was 
originally formed by the ancients. 

In the fonner case, the operations would be 
greatly facilitated by using the amount of back- 
water to be had through the culvert ; but as there is 
very little tide or current in the sea to carry away 
the sand^ it is probable that it would be deposited 
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as a shoal outside ; moreover, the piers would re- 
quire a great deal of repair. It would perhaps be 
found better to make a new port; and there is abun- 
dance of material in wood and stone close at hand. 

In the inner port, or basin, I estimate roughly, 
if we should imagine that the bottom originally 
corresponded with three fathoms depth in the outer 
harbour, that there may be about two millions and 
a half of cubic yards of silt ; which is about ten times 
as much as was found in Bamsgate Harbour at the 
latter end of last century. The complete removal 
of this would require a great amount of labour and 
outlay of money.^ 

But I presume the object may be gained more 
simply by converting the basin or inner port into 
a *'wet dock" above the level of the sea; with 
which it should communicate by locks; if indeed 
that was not its original state, which is very pro- 
bable ; for General Chesney observed, what he 
thought to be a proof, of lock gates having been 
hinged at the outer part of the canaL 

The manner in which the ancient Syrian engineers 

^ At the cost of labour in that country, I calculated that 
the expense would be about 30,000/. ; which is very near the 
estimate made by General Chesney, R.E., which I did not then 
know. 
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proceeded inmaking the Port of Seleucia^ I imagine 
to have been, by taking advantage of what nature 
had already provided ; namely, a slight inlet of the 
sea, into which a mountain torrent discharged its 
waters, and which may have been already appro- 
priated for shelter and incipient commerce, by 
coasting vessels or fishing boats. 

They dammed up the outer portion of this inlet 
by a strong cross wall, and enlarged the space within 
by cutting into the rising ground. The torrent 
would then keep this full to the height of the dam 
or cross wall ; and it was regulated of course by the 
depth required for the vessels used in that day. 
They then lengthened the extreme points of the 
inlet by piers; which afforded protection to the 
shipping preparatory to entering the inner harbour 
by means of locks. 

All that would now be requisite to restore the 
inner port to a similar condition, would be to raise 
the original dam, now existing in the massive west 
wall, to the height required to compensate for the 
filling in of the basin by alluvial deposit ; though that 
might be sluiced out in the manner described in the 
next page. It would not be necessary to add much 
to the height of this wall, even to accommodate vessels 
of larger draught ; because even in its present state, 
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if the broken part of the wall^ where the water at 
present escapes^ were repaired^ the little perennial 
stream^ in filling the basin, would give a depth, in 
some places near it, of much more than three 
fathoms. The canal of communication must then be 
made to correspond with the level of the deepest part 
of the basin by sluicing or clearing out ; and also 
by raising its wall as much as may be required, and 
by constructing locks for ingress and egress. Much 
of the work could be done expeditiously, by using the 
immense volume of water which the basin of forty- 
seven acres could contain, as a backwater to sluice 
out the canal. ^ Of course this canal would require 
to be prolonged to the same distance, beyond its 
original length, as the amount of encroachment of 
the sea. For this distance precisely there is one 
wall or side of a canal already prepared in the 
magnificent remains of the old pier, formed of very 
large blocks of stone in a perfect state, to the 
present margin of the sea. 

^ The method here proposed was found by Mr. Smeaton to 
be very efiectual in clearing Ramsgate Harbour of the great 
deposit of silt which had been allowed to accumulate. 

Three discharges from one sluice-gate of a small backwater 
had such power, that it cut a channel down to the chalk 6 feet 
in depth, 10 feet wide at the surface and 3 feet at the bottom, 
and 100 feet long. Masses of chalk of several hundredweight 
were ploughed up, and the force of the stream was continued to 
a distance of 200 or 300 feet beyond low-water maik. 
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The nature of the coast is favourable as to depth 
in this part. The one-fathom line is at 400 feet 
distance from the margin ; the three-fathom at 1000 
feet^ and the five-fathom at 1800 feet. 

Lastly, it would be necessary to repair the broken 
walls of the culvert, in order to prevent the basin 
being inundated hj the mountiun torrent, and to 
have the power of keeping the outer port clear of 
sand, which would be thrown up by the sea. The 
repairs in these walls would be trifling, except the 
sluices in the great upper wall, or dam^ as I have 
called it. 

It may be asked why I propose to construct, or 
rather to reconstruct, a harboiir on a coast where not 
only there is no commerce, but where there is even a 
very small population, in scattered and poor villages. 
Although this is but too true, the original and 
natural elements of prosperity, which in former times 
required such an outlet, still remain in the inex- 
haustible fertility of this wonderful country. This 
may be said to comprise, not only the neighbouring 
rich valleys of the Orontes and Bekaa, to which the 
cities of the Tetrapolis and many others owed their 
origin and rapid prosperity ; but it was the channel 
through which flowed the riches of Mesopotamia, 

which gave birth to a Nineveh and a Babylon ; and 
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even the wealth of Persia and the fiirthest East 
have had^ and still may find, an emporium in 
Seleucia. The great fertility of Mesopotamia was 
carried to its utmost limit, by means of the numer- 
ous canals for irrigation, with which the country 
was everywhere intersected ; some of the largest of 
these were navigable. They excited the wonder and 
interest of Alexander the Great, who examined them 
personally, and '* steered the boat himself." He 
employed a great number of men to cleanse and 
repair them. " Of all the countries I know,** says 
Herodotus, '^ it is without question the best and the 
most fertile. It produces neither figs, nor vines, nor 
olives ; but in recompense the earth is suitable for 
all sorts of grain ; of which it yields always 200 
per cent., and in years of extraordinary fertility, as 
much as 300 per cent." * 

These advantages inspired ancient rulers, mer- 
chants, capitalists, and engineers to construct works 
to which neither the destructive power of man, nor 
the convulsions of nature during more than 2000 
years, have been able to do irreparable injury. It is 
truly an enduring monument of the well directed 
energies of its founders, and has vainly invited their 

' Herod. Clio, p. 155. Fr. trans. 



SELEUCIA AS AN EMPOBIUM. 231 

apathetic successors to profit bj so valuable a 
legacy. 

The commerce of the rich countries I have alluded 
to has^ indeed^ never ceased; for though almost 
annihilated by the discovery of the Cape of Good 
Hope^ which enabled the energies of a maritime 
nation to divert the greater part to that route, some 
portion still flows languidly by a perverted course 
and an inferior outlet ; owing to the neglect of this, 
its natural channel and emporium. Thus the present 
trade of the East, centering in Aleppo, is carried on 
by means of camels and mules over the mountain 
pass of Beilan, the Syrian gates, and embarked at 
the unhealthy and inconvenient Port of Skanderiin, 
at the head of the gulf of the same name. 

The produce of the great basin of the Euphrates 
and the Tigris, including Persia and the nations on 
the southern slopes of the Taurus and Caucasus, 
demands an outlet The natural one is of course 
the Persian Gulf; but the stream of commerce does 
not set that way, the demand being in the West. 
Providence has given the means, which were fiilly 
profited by in former times. The greater develop- 
ment of the present day does not find the ocean 
route sufiicicnt, and the time may come when its 
increasing exigencies may stretch its iron tentacles 
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even across Mesopotamia. These are visions of the 
future ; which, however, daily experience proves ia 
nearer to the present than any one dares to imagine. 
Leaving these to be unfolded by time, the present 
facilities are amply sufficient for the present resources. 

The country possesses in itself locomotive power 
to an enormous amount, which is produced and 
wasted, waiting century after century for employ- 
ment. I mean in the thousands and thousands of 
camels, — ships of the desert, — that only live to crop 
the luxuriant herbage of the wide countries of which 
they might convey the more valuable productions ; 
by a sluggish current it is true, but sufficient in 
amount, to fill more and greater marts and ports than 
Seleucia, and to call forth the swiftest energies of 
steam to carry off its slow but steady influx. In ad- 
dition to all this, by the employment of their camels^ 
the wandering Arab tribes would be reclaimed to 
civilisation and religion. 

We may see what can be expected of the revival 
of commerce in these rich countries by what has 
been done at Beriit ; where, with a port that aflfords 
less facilities for shipping goods than even Skau- 
deriin, the town has become three times as large as 
it was only twenty years ago. But Seleucia, with 
a port where ships could load and unload at the 
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quays without the tedious intervention of boats^ and 
being safe from the delays of bad weather, would 
draw to itself all the trade of Aleppo ; to which city 
a good road could be made, and eventually a railroad, 
as it has been ascertained by General Chesney's 
valuable and careful survey, that there are no 
obstacles to the construction of one. 

These fertile tracts now lie waste and unprofit- 
able, except for imperfect and desultory cultivation 
by the hordes inhabiting the mountains on their 
borders ; who, through devastating wars and a long 
series of bad governments, are reduced to such a 
condition of abasement, both physical and moral, that 
they draw but the merest necessities of food and 
clothing, from the varied and inexhaustible bounties 
of nature, by which they are surrounded. With 
security and encouragement, however, they would 
not only become active cultivators of the raw ma- 
terial, and increasing consumers of it, when returned 
to them in a manufactured state; but they would be 
zealous disseminators in regions which are now, 
from various impediments, inaccessible to British 
enterprise. 

If the better outlet were established which the 
restoration of the fine harbour of Selcucia would 
aflbrd, it is probable that many of the merchants of 



